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Works of VOITURE. 


By Mr. Pore. 
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N theſe gay Thoughts the Loves and Graces ſhine, 
And all the Writer lives in ev'ry Line; 
His eaſ y Art. may happy Nature ſeem, 
Trifles themſelves are elegant in him, 

Sure to charm all, was his peculiar Fate, 8 
Who without Flatt'ry pleas'd the Fair and Great; 
Still with Eſteem no leſs con vers d than read; 

With Wit well-natur'd, and with Books well; bred; 

His Heart, his Miſtreſs, and his Friend, did ſhare; 
His Time, the Muſe, the Witty, and the Fair. 

Thus wiſely careleſs, innocently gay, | 
Chearful he play'd the Trifle, Life, away, 
Till Death ſcarce felt, did o'er his Pleaſures creep. 
As ſmiling Infants ſport themſelves to ä 
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ii Ar. Pope's Character of Voiture. 
Ev'n rival Wits did Poiture's Fate deplore, 

And the Gay mourn'd, who never mourn'd before; 
The trueſt Hearts for Voiture heav'd with Sishs; - 
Foiture was wept by all the brighteſt Eyes; | 
The Smiles and Loves had dy'd in Feiture's Death, 
Eut that for ever in his Lines they breathe. 


Let the ſtrict Life of graver Mortals be 

A long, exact, and ſerious Comedy; 
In ev'ry Scene ſome Moral let it teach, 
And, if it can, at once both pleaſe and preach : 
Let mine, like Voiture's, a gay Farce appear, 
And more diverting ſtill than regular; 

Have Humour, Wit, a native Eaſe and Grace, 
No matter for the Rules of Time and Place. 
Criticks in Wit, or Life, are hard to pleaſe, 
Few write to thoſe, and none can live to theſe. 


Too much eur Sex is by their Forms confin'd, 
Severe to all, but moſt to Woman-kind: 


Cuſtom, grown blind with Age, muſt be your Guide 3 


Tour Pleaſure is a Vice, but not your Pride; 
By Nature yielding, ſtubborn but for Fame; 
Made Slaves by Honour, and made Fools by Shame. 
Marriage may all thoſe petty Tyrants chace, 

But ſets up One, a greater, in their Place. 

Well might you wiſh for Change, by thoſe accurſt, 
But the laſt Tyrant always proves the worſt. 
Still in Conſtraint your ſuffering Sex remains, 
Or bound in formal, or in real Chains: 


Whole 


_ 


Ar. Pope's Charaer of Voiture. iii 
Whole Years negle&ed, for ſome Months ador'd, 

The fawning Servant turns a haughty Lord, 

Ah, quit not the free Innocence of Life! 

For the dull Glory of a virtuous Wife ! 

Nor let falſe Shews, or empty Titles pleaſe ; 

Aim not at Joy, but reſt content with Eaſe, 


The Gods, to curſe Pamela with her Prayers, 
Gave the gilt Coach and dappled Flanders Mares, 
The ſhining Robes, rich Jewels, Beds of State, 

And tocompleat her Bliſs, a Fool for Mate. 

She glares in Balls, Frent-Boxes, and the Ring, 

A vain, unquiet, glitt'ring, wretched Thing! 
Pride, Pomp, and State, but reach her outward Part, 
She ſighs, and is no Dutcheſs at her Heart, 


But, Madam, if the Fates withſtand, and you 
Are deſtin'd Hymens willing Victim too; 
Truſt not too much your now reſiſtleſs Charms, 
Thoſe Age or Sickneſs, ſoon or late, diſarms: 
Good Humour only teaches Charms to laſt, 
Still makes new Conqueſts, and maintains the paſt : 
Love, rais'd on Beauty, will like that decay, 
Our Hearts may bear its flender Chain a Day 
As flow'ry Bands in Wantonneſs are worn, 
A Moruing's Pleaſure, and at Ev*ning torn : 
This binds in Ties more eaſy, yet more ſtrong, 
The willing Heart, and only holds it long. 
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Thus * Voiture's early Care {till ſhone the ſame, 


And ontamſier was only chang'd in Name. | 
By this, ev'n now they live, ev'n now they charm, 
Their Wit fill ſparkling, and their Flames ſtill warm, 


Now crown'd with Myrtle on th* Ely/ian Coaſt, 
Amidſt theſe Lovers, joys his gentle Ghoſt, 


* 
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q 

4 
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Pleas'd while with Smiles his happy Lines you view, 
And finds a fairer Rambouillet in you. 


The brighteſt Eyes of Fance inſpir d his Muſe, 


The brighteſt Eyes of Britain now peruſe. 


And dead as living, tis our Author's Pride, 
Still to charm thoſe who charm the World beſide. 
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Writen by his NEPYHEu. 


1 T being my Intention to 1 
Ss nour the Memory of an Uncle 
2 | whom I infinitely eſteem d, 
and whoſe Image will be al- 
- ways dear to me, I thought my 
, Reader, — d, when I gave you his 


a Wry 
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ſervd, than any indifferent Perſon would 


Duty. as well becauſe 


But I yielded to the Perſwaſions of his : 


” 
4 — — — *** 
| - 9 Y 


Account of his Life and Perſon, I ſhall there- 
fore ſay all that the Subject requires, with 
Teſs Art and Ornament, than Freedom and 


Soul, that may go beyond what appears 


Glory of the Age he livd in. He had ſeveral 


Writings, to tell you ſomething of his Per- 
fon. It I ſpeak of him to his Advantage, 
I hope I ſhall not be at all ſuſpected, up- 
on Account of being his Kinſman, ſince 
that very Reaſon will make me more re- 


probably be. Had I been left to myſelf, 
1 ſhould have wholly omitted fo juſt a 
of my Incapacity 
to perform it, as of the Repugnance I hound 
in my ſelf againſt publiſhing the Vartues 
of a Man to whom I was ſo nearly related. 


Friends and mine, who repreſented to me, 
that fince I had taken upon me to publith | 
his Works, I ought to give the Reader ſome © 


Truth: And to give you an Idea of his 


in his Writings, however beautiful -and | 
agreeable they may be, I dare aſſure you, 
that he had many Qualities beſides, which 
were full as conſiderable as his Wit, and 
which were of themſelves ſufficient to ſet} 
him above the Generality of Mankind, and 
to obtain him the Reputation of being the 


Wh 


Merce of the Wor Id 35 and among others, j 
55 that 


Monſieur V otTURE, . 11 
that of having wonderful Succeſs in famili- 
liar Converſation, and of doing and faying 
every Thing with an uncommon Graceful- 
neſs. 'Tho' he ſpent moſt Part of his Lite 
in the Diverſions of a Court, yet he had 

ſtudy d very hard, and had great Know- 
ledge of good Authors. He was thoroughly 
skill'd in what we call the belles Lettres; 
and, which adds to their Value, knew per- 
fectly well how to make a right Uſe of 
them. When he talkd upon any Point 
of Learning, or gave his Sentiments upon 
any Topick, he did it very much to the 
Satisfaction of all that heard him, becauſe 
he hit it off in a genteel lively Manner, 
without any Thing of the Peeviſhneſs or 
Contention of a Pedant. He was a perfect 
Maſter of Rallery, and agreeably us d that 
Quality upon the moſt ſerious Diſcourſes. 
This wonderful Quickneſs of Wit obtain'd 
him a good Reception among the chiet 
Lords at Court, and among Princes them- 
ſelves. He had a commendable Aſſurance 
in making himſelf known, join'd to an 
extraordinary Sweetneſs and Civility, with 
which he always behav'd himſelt in the 
Company of the Great, by whom he was 
careſs'd, far - above his Rank: and we 
may boldly ſay, that no Man of his 
W Condition and Birth, ever cerry'd it ſo 
5] high as he did, or had ſuch noble Friends 
Is 
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and Acquaintance. Cardinal de la Valette, 
was the firſt that introducd him at 
Court, where he was immediately ap- 
pointed to be Maſter of the Ceremonies 
to his Royal Highneſs ; by Means of which 
Employment, and by his own Merit, he 
might undoubtedly have had much greater 
Promotions, had he been willing to apply 
to Buſineſs; but he was born for ſomething 
elſe, and it would have been no ſmall Loſs 
to the Muſes, and to the Age he liv'd in, 
if he had given himſelf up entirely to ſeri- 
ous Aftairs. Not but that he had ſome 
very honourable Employ ments: He was 
a long Time at the Court of Spain, on a 
Meſlage from his Maſter, (the Duke of | 
Orleans) where he grew acquainted with MW 


the Conde Duke D Olivaret, and other MY | 
Grandees. who had a particular Fſteem  « 
for his Wit. As he always lovd the 
Language of that Country, and did at- b 
terwards make another Journey thither, W 1 
he became fo perfect a Maſter of it, that 2 
he wrote ſome Spaniſo Verſes which the | 4 
Spaniards themſelves imagin d to be Loe W a: 
de Vegas, one of their beſt Authors. He | 
was alſo ſent by the late King to the Great 
Duke, to notify to him the Birth of his} 
preſent Majeſty ; and theſe two Journies WF A 
m de him perfect Maſter of the Spaniſb and © 
Italian Tongues. = 2 0 
Tel 
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He might have obtain d ſeveral other ho- 


nourable Employments, but the Love 
which he always bore to Letters, would 


not ſuffer him to puſh into Buſineſs, to 
which he preferr d Repoſe. He natural- 
Iy lovd Men of Wit and. Learning, oft 
whatever Quality, and was equally be- 


lov'd by them. Among Perſons of Condi- 
tion, and who are now employ'd in the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Kingdom, Monſieur 


d' Avaux was the firſt that began to raiſe 
our Author's Reputation ; which being ſup- 


ported by a Man of ſuch exquiſite Judg- 
ment, and of ſuch eminent Virtue, could 
not fail cf receiving daily Addition. Mon- 


fieur de Chavigny afterwards helpd to 


eſtabliſh it, by the Marks of Eftecm 


which he ſhew'd hint. The Mareſchals 


Schomberg and Grammont, honour him 


with a very ſtrict r and to go 
higher, the late Prince and all his Fa- 


mily were pleas d to look upon him with 


a gracious Eye. The preſent Prince has 
cften taken Pleaſure in his Converſation, 
and gave him Leave to write to him 
with great Familiarity. The Prince of 
Conti began to conceive a very great Liking 


to him; not forgetting here the Eſteem and 


Affection which his Maſter, the Duke of 
Orleans, always teſtify d for him. He was 
not unknown to the King and Queen 

. 2 3 them- 


Monſieur Vol TRE. * 
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themſelves, and his preſent Lordſhip, the 
Cardinal, ſometimes gave him Proots of 
his good Will. But he was particularly 
in the Favour ot that celebrated Fami- 
ly, where Virtue has been always en- 
courag'd and honourd; I mean that of 
Ramboulllet. 


Sexes, who reſorted to their Houſe, were 


extreamly tond of his Company. Among 


the Learned that were m a Condition 


more upon a Parallel with his own, 


Monſieur de Balzac, Monſicur Chapelazn, 


and many others, whom it would be too 


tedious to name, had a great Eſteem for 
him while he was alive, and have ſtill a 
great Reſpe& and Love for his Memory. 
And we may ſay, that of all thoſe who 


have any Reputation at preſent for Wit, 


there is hardly one that does not admire 
his; and I am confident, that the whole 
Academy, of which he wasa Member, will 
be far from diſowning what I ſay in his 


_ Favour. But I don't think that the Opi- 


nion of any Man, tho“ ever fo well 
qualify'd, is more advantageous to him, 
than the Approbation of theſe illuſtri- 
ons Ladies, who placd the Chief of their 


Diverſions in his Converſation and Wri- 


tings. That Sex hasa very exquiſite Taſte 
for the Delicacies of Wit; and an Au- 
thor 


— — 
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Beſides the Marqueſs and 
 Marchioneſs, all the polite Perſons of both 


AX; 


Monſieur VOITURE. vil 
thor muſt write very correctly, if he 
would be eternally read in a Cirele or 
a Lady's Cloſet. - In this, Monſieur Voi- 
ture was à very great Maſter ; and exact- 
Iy practisd that old Oracle, which ſays, 
That tis often a Piece of Skill to avoid 
pleaſing the Doctors. His Endeavours were 
to pleaſe thoſe that move in a different 
Sphere, I mean the Court, of which the 
fair Sex is the greateſt Ornament. I ſhall 
be contented with naming three who will 
immediately draw after them the Voice 
and Conſent - ef every Body; and ſhall 


; lay much leſs Streſs upon the Quality 


ct the Perſons, than upon their Merit. 
The Dutcheſs: of Longueville is indeed much 
obligd to the Blood of Bourbon and 
Mont marency, far .a great Eſtate and a 
noble Deſcent; but ſhe is no leſs oblig'd 
to her Father. and her Mother, for the 
Advantages of Wit, which ſhe poſlefles. 
in a high Degree: Of her Father, ſhe 
ſeems to inherit the Wiſdom and Quick- 
neſs which he had in all' manner of Bu- 
ſmeſs; and of her Mother, the extraor- 
dinary Perfections, which make that Prin- 
ceſs {till admir d as the Miracle of our Age. 


To theſe, ſhe has added ſo many Graces, and 


ſo many Qualifications, which ſhe has at- 
tain d by reading the beſt Books, that foreign 
Nations juitly [trive with France which ſhall 
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praiſe her moſt- The World looks upon her, 


as it formerly did upon the Statue of an 
excellent Workman, which was ſo per- 


fect and ſo maſterly, that the others call'd | 


it The Rule. 


The Gift which ſhe enjoys of a won- 
derful Diſcernment, I don't ſay between 


Good and Evil, but between Good and 
Better; the Juſtneſs, Strength, and Ex- 
give 
her a Penetration into the moſt hidden 
Beauties and Defects, entitle her a to Right 


” judging definitively in Matters of this ; 
Nature. 5 


The Marchioneſs de Sable, and 
Madam Montauſſer are no ſooner nam d, 


than our Souls are filbd with the Image | 
of two Perſons accompliſhd in themſelves, 
thing that may make a a 
I don't undertake their 
Elogium ; but I know that Princes, Am- 
baſſadors, and Secretaries of State, preſerve ? 
their Letters as the true Models of rea- 
ſonable Thoughts, and of a pure Style. 
I dare believe, that that Princeſs, and 
theſe Ladies, will not be offended with 
me, for ſaying that they thought our 
Author did in all Qualifications come 
very near to the Standard which has 


and in _— 


Lady compleat. 


been ſet for what the Italian call a per- 


fect Courtier and the French a gallant W 
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Monfitur V OLTURE. IK 

But tis Time to let yon know ſome- 
thing of his Manners, which were no 
leſs commendable than all his other Ac- 
compliſnments. He was a perfectly good 
Friend, which was one of the Reaſons 
why he had ſo many. The Preſident de 
Maiſons lov'd him cordially, and gave ſe- 
veral generous. Teſtimonies of his At- 
tection, as well to him, as to his Relati- 
ons, even after his Death. When once 
he contracted Friendſhip with any Bo- 
dy, he never did any Thing contrary to 
the ſtricteſt Rules cf it; and as it was 
always founded more upon the Virtue 
of his Friends, than upon their Fortune 
or Quality, it never ceasd upon Account 
of their Misfortunes. He had not the 
3 leaſt Animoſity in him, and never en- 
ry'd the Writings of another Man, or 
the Glory he might obtain by them. 
De judg'd of Things without Paſſion, and 
never took Pleaſure in Scandal, or in 
leſſening any ones Reputation. In Re- 
ngion, he always had the Sentiments - 
which every Body cught to have; he 
was charitable to the Poor; and thoſe 
who knew him from his very Youth, 
ways found him exceedingly averſe to all 
manner of Looſeneſs or Prophaneneſs. Tho 
he was a great Lover of Rallery, yet 
he never writ any Thing Satyrical ; 
"I - arul 
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and in all his Writings, there is nothing 
'þ but what is to the Advantage of thoſe 
| he ſpeaks of. This laſt Quality ſhould 
jd engage the Reader to uſe his Reputation 
0 as tenderly as be did that of all the 
I World. I don't doubt but that there are 
it ſome Things in his Writings, which may 
if be liable to Cenſure, as indeed there is in 
the Works of the greateſt Authors, no 
body having yet diſcoverd the Art of 
Writing ſo as to pleaſe all; but theſe 
onght not to be taken by Retail, but 
in Groſs; not the Words, but the gocd 
Senſe, the Genius, and the Wit of the Wri- 
ter, ought to be weigh'd ; beſides, it ſhould 
in ſome Meaſure be conſide rd, that he did 
not write for the Publick, but for his 
Friends, at whoſe Importunity alone his tl! 
Works were publiſh'd. There is not in n 
his Letters a tedious Uniformity of Style, C 
but they are full of Inventions and Figures; t! 
the Words are very much vary'd, and eve- t! 
ry Thing in them is writ in an eafy Man- ii 
ner, with a particular Air, and an incom- | 
parable Beauty. Perhaps his Manner of MF «tf 
writing may ſeem too familiar, conſider- © 
ing the Rank of the Perſons he writ too; 
hut he had gain'd this Privilege by Cu- 
ſtom, and by Permiſſion from the Perſons | 
| themſelves, who fſufferd that in him, | 
which they would not have done in a- 
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Monfieur V OI TURE. xi 
ny body elſe. However, he us d this 
Advantage with Diſcretion, and always 
behav'd himſelt with: a great deal of Pru- 
dence in ſo tickliſn a Point. 32 
But I ſhall conclude this Preface with 

appealing to the fair Sex, whom, by his 
extraordinary Politeneſs, he has always 
had the good Fortune to pleaſe and di- 
vert; and after having left the Men to the 
Freedom of their Judgments, Imuſt beg leave 
to intreat the Approbation of the Fomen. Let 
me beg you then, Ladies, to grant him your 
Voices and Applauſe z look upon has Works 
with as favourable an Eye as he look d 
upon you; defend him corageouſly againſt 
all that ſhould preſume to find Fault with 
him: And as he never ſaid any Thing 
that was not to your Honour, do you 
never fay any Thing that 1s not to his. 
Confeſs with me, that the Loves and 
the Graces were born with him, and 
that they would have dy'd too with him, 
if they had not livd in you. 

If I fay too much of him in the Opinion 
of ſome, they muſt attribute the Exceſs 
of my Commendations to the perſonal 
Reſpect I had for him; and, if in the 
Opinion of others, I have not ſaid enough, 
they muſt aſcribe my Modeſty to the 
Proximity of Blood. 
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VOITURE 


Vande a "Port into the 22 
Fields, places him in the midſt 


ct the greateſt Heroes; there- ing 
by to ſhew, that a Genius for IT bet! 
poetry, when it is in a high Degree of MA acq 
Perfection, makes the Man. who poſſeſſes the 
xe, fit to ive among Princes and Kings, bec 


and in ſome fort to be. npon a Level with 
them. An Example of this was {een in him 
whoſe Elogium I am row writing. Tho 
his 
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e 


Kind. There appear 
great many very eloquent Authors, who 
join d with Balzac in giving our Language 
the Elegance and Majeſty which was want- 
ing to it. 
Pcets, had carry d Poeſy to a much high- 
er Pitch of Perfection, than that wherein 
they found it: But this Elcquenee, and 


Monſieur VOI TUR E. xitþ 
his Birth was but obſcure in Compariſon, 
being only the Son of a Wine Merchant; 
yet, by Means of his extraardinary Wit, 
he had the Happineſs to ſpend his Life in 
the Friendſhip and Familiarity of the 
greateſt Perſons then at Court. 

Indeed his Genins was very wonderful ; 


and, which is more, the only one of its 


7 


d, at that Time, a 


Malherbe, and ſeveral other 


| this Poetry, was ſtill of the ſame Species 
with that of the Ancients; and they only 
1 differ'd as to the more or lefs. 


Voiture, in all his Writings, whether 


f Proſe or Verſe, had ſuch a genteel Air of 
4 Rallery, and fuch a beantitul Simplicity, 
as was not to be found in the molt polite 


Authors of Antiquity. This Talent, be- 
ing admirable in it ſelf, and having, 


| betides, the additional Charms of Novelty, 


acquir'd him the Love and Eſteem of all 
the World: The moſt inconſiderable Things 


ö became valuable by his handling them. 


Even Proverbs, which in our Language do 
generally make a Diſcourſe mean and un- 
lolite, made his agreeable, whenever he 
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xv A ACCOUNT of 
had Occaſion to bring them in, It was 
in the Hotel de Rambouillet, (at that Time 


the common Rendezvous of the Wits) that 


his Merit began firſt to be taken Notice of. 


The Duke of Orleans, the King's only Bro- 


ther, being deſirous to have him always 


near his Perſon, made him his Maſter of the 


Ceremonies; an Office which he executed 
to the Day of his Death, and of which 


he acquitted himſelf perfectly well, being 
in Poſſeſſion of all the Talents and Lan- 
guages that were requird for it. The 4 


Duke ſent him to Spain about ſome At- 


fairs; and being There, out of Curioſity ne 
croſs over to Africa, as may be ſeen. in | 


his Letters. He was very much eſteem'd 


at Madrid, where he writ ſome Spaniſh 14 
Verſes, which every Body took to be Lo- 
pe de Vega's, the Diction of them was ſo 


pure and ſo natural. The Conde Duke 
d Olivarez, prime Miniſter and Favourite 


in his Majeſty's Houſholdz and the Count 
d Avaux, Super- Intendant of the Finances, 
made him his Deputy, not to exerciſe the 
Office, but only to receive the Salary. He 
might hive dy d rich, but that he was ft 

addicte! 


of the King of Spain, took great Pleaſure 
in his Converſation, and deſir d he would 
write to him when he was return d to 
Flanders. He made two Journies to Rome, 
and was ſent to Florence to carry the News 
of the King's Birth. He had alſo a Place 
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Monſieur VoiruRx. xv 
addicted to Gaming, that in one Night he 
loſt fifteen hundred Piſtoles. The Prince 
of Conti, even when he was Duke of An- 
guien, was pleasd to honour him with his 
Favour and Friendſhip. The Approbati- 


on of this young Heroe, help'd not a little 
to elevate his Soul; and his Deſire to pleaſe 
ſo nice a Taſte, is perhaps one of the prin- 
cipal Cauſes of the Excellence of his 


Works. This may be ſeen by the Epiſto- 
lary Poem which he writ to that Prince 


at his Return from his Conqueſts in Ger- 
7 many; a Piece wherein it is hard to ſay 
3 which prevails moſt, Wit, Pleaſantry, or 
Z Solidity: Never were the Grave and the 


Serious temper d with a more clean and in- 
genious Railery. 

Tho he himſelf never printed any of 
his Writings, yet his Reputation extend- 
ed not only all over France, but alſo in- 
to moſt foreign Countries; and the Aca- 
demy of the Humoriſti at Rome, ſent him 
Letters of Admiſſion into their Society. 
His Works were publiſh'd after his Death 
in one Volume, which was ſo well receiv'd, 
that two Editions of it were folds off in 
ſix Month's Time. His Proſe is rather 
more correct than his Verſe, and has an 
Air of Gallantry quite throughout, not to 
be found in any Author but himſelf. His 
Poetry 1s full of Variety, and has ſome- 
thing in it fo new and uncommon, that the 

of more 


xvi A ACCOUNT ef 
more it is endeavourd to be imitated, the 
more inimitzble itis found to be. He was a 
Member of the French Academy, and prov d 
one of its greateſt Ornaments. He was born 
at Amiens, and educated at Paris, where he 
dyd in the Lear 1648, aged 50 Years. 
As there were great Numbers that ad- 
mir d him, ſo there were ſome who envy d 
his Glory, which they endeavour'd to e- 
clipſe in a very particular Manner, I mean, 
by praiſing him; for they only admir'd 
two or three of his Letters: One, for Ex- 


ample, which he wrote as from a Carp to 
a Pike; and another, where he prailes an 
Abbeſs for not ſuffering a Cat to get to the 
Cheeſe; and in praiſing ſuch as theſe, they 
endeavour'd to inſinuate, that he excelld 
only in Trifles. M. Coſtar, who perceiv d 


the Mal:ciouſneſs of theſe Commendations, 
was reſolvd to expcſe them to all the 
World; and in order to it, made a Collecti- 
on of all fuch Paſſages in his Letters 
as are moſt noble and moſt moving, 
Tho' one has never fo often read over theſe 
beantiful Things in their natural Places, it is 
hardly credible how one is amaz d at them 
when they appear all together. 

Alfter his Death, Saraz 'n publiihd a lit- 
tie Pamphlet, call'd his Funeral Pomp, 
vrherein his Life and Manners are very in- 


geniouſſy deferibd. This is an admirable 
Piece, and I believe the only one of that 
Natuc. 


 Monfieur VoiTURE. xvii 
Nature. It is an Honour to him for whom 
it was written; not only becauſe it praiſes. 
him, and is in it ſelf excellent, but becauſe 
the beautiful Turn which is admir d in it, 
is owing chiefly to the Imitation of his Wri- 
tings. His Works are one Volume of Let- 
ters, with ſome Poems, and a Romance, 
call'd ALcip Alis and ZRIIDA· 
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VOITURE. 


Incent Voiture was born about Nada 
the Beginning of the laſt Age Prove 
at Amiens, the Capital of Pi-. t hi 
M cardy; but he was educated at 
Pn is, and at Court, and bred Mont 
up with Perſons of the firſt Quality. His e h 
Father was a Wine-Merchant, and ſervd MF ot 
the Court. He faid that his Son was Pie F 
chang'd at Nurſe, becauſe he drank no- Pf 
thing but Water, for which he was often tb: 
rally d. One Day, going by Chance into 
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Monſieur VoITURE. X1X 
a Part of the Duke of Orlears's Palace, 


where ſome Officers were carowſing, one of 


them cry d out to him, Glaſs in Hand, 


Thy Father was an honeſt Cod, 

ps ever ſold the Grape's rich Blood 
* Thou Voiture's Son! the Dev a Bit : 
| Thou neither ſell t vor dr inkeſt 7 it. 


hcother Time, it being thought that he 
aras upon courting a Cook's Daughter, 
pam'd la Prou in the Way of Marriage, 
this Epigram was written upon it, 


Thrice bappy Pair, beyond Expr Hon bleſt ! ! 
* hc ſe Life ſhall be but one continu'd Feaſt, 
A Banquet which the Morn to Night Hall 


1 join; 


Fu niſß Vine. 
—_ Deloges, 1 one Day at 


Proverbs with FVoiture, and not liking one 


pf his: This is not worth a Farthing, M. 
P oiture, {aid ſhe, come, pierce us another. 
onſeignieur de Baſſompier re, 1s reported 
$0 have broke the following Jeſt upon 
Loiture Nis a thouſand Pities ho was not of 
bis Father's Trade; for being ſo fond as be 
ö of ſweet Things, be would have drawn us 


28 but "Lis believed, that 
; | 14 


For as la Prou finds Meat, Voiture ſhall | 


_ 
—— Sw - 
r 
© <a 2 ” 42 e «4 
. 4 ww ly — » — 2 
ch — 
6 - — 
* 4 wy f 2 
As ”"Y : L 
= 2 . — 
wy 
A 
+. 


- wt 


Den _ — 
— — 2 K 
— pr 


2 


Ccurt, having contracted a Friend{}iy 


— — — 


XX An ACCOUNT f © 
the ſame Lord had this Railery too upon 
Voiture : Wine, which fetches other People to 
themſelves, makes this Man ſwoon if be dee 
but hear it namd. Voiture could not beat 
to be railly'd upon the Subject of his Birth 
and in this Point he was very weak 
A Man of Wit and Senſe, tho of mean Pa. 
rentage, is more valuable than a Man ol 
Quality without Parts or Capacity. 
Monſieur d Avaux introduced Voiture at 


with him at School; Monſieur de ¶haudebon. 
re carry d him to the Hotel de Rambouillet, 
Afterwards he was taken into the Family 
ef the Duke of Orleans, who ſent him about 
ſome Affairs into Spain; from whenc: 
aut of mere Curioſity Voiture went to Africa, 
He had ſeveral Penſions, and might have 
dy d rich, had it not been for his Love | 
Play; for he loſt more than a Man of hi 
Condition could poſſibly bear. þ 
Voiture was good-natur d, civi 


d, civil, amorous 
or at leaſt pretended to be ſo, and he boa 
fed, that he had made Love from the Scepte 
to the Sheep-Hook, and from the Coronet to ti: 
round-ear d Cap. He dy'd at about fifty 
Years of Age; he was finely ſnap'd, dre{s!Y 
well, and ſaid Things in a very polite) 
Manner; the Works he has left us, are glori- 
ons Proofs of his Wit. His Proſe, Which 
oonſiſts of about two Hundred Letters, and 
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nig (mall Romance, call'd Alcidalis and Zelida , 
tonore correct than his Poetry. His Let- 
ers, Which do not treat of Love, have, 
or the Generality, -an admirable Turn, 
ind are in a Manner ſo many Originals. 
n his Proſe, he imitated the charming 
implicity of Cicero; and in his Verſe, 
hat of Clement Marot, and Melin de St. 
zelats, whom he infinitely excelld. 
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HE Hiſtory and Antiquities of St. Ple: 
Peter's Church at Weſtminſter ; contain Pre 
ing all the Inſcriptions, Epitaphs, Sc. up. in 
on the Graves and Tomb-Stones, with the Ea! 
Lives, Marriages, and Iſſue of the moſt e Fa 
minent Perſonages therein depoſited, andi Th 
their Coats of Arms truly emblazon'd. A. fol! 
dorn'd with Draughts of the Tombs, cu- A. 
riouſly engraven. The Sccond Edition Po 
Price 75. 6 d. 
The whole Works of Mons eur de 1 
Bragere In two Volumes. Price 98. 
The Hiſtory of the moſt ſerene Houſe off 
Brunſwick-Linenburg, in all the Branches 
thereof, from its Origin, to the Death ci 
Queen ANNE. Containing the illuſtri- 
oes Actions of thoſe Princes, both in Peace 
and War; with many curious Memoirs 
concerning the Succeſſion of that Family | 
to the Crown cf Great Britain, &c. A1 g 
a Deſcription of his preſent Majeſty's Do- 
minions in in Germany; his Genealogy from 
the Original, done at Branſwick ſince his 
happy Acceſhon to the Throne; and an 
Appendix of ancient Records, and other 
valuable Papers. Price 6s. | 
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the late famous Tryal at Paris, between 
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the Marqueſs de Geſvres and his Lady, who 
after three Years Marriage, commenc'd a 
Suit againſt him for Impotency, with the 
+ Pleadings at large on both Sides. Alſo ten 
precedents on the ſame Subject, as debated 
. in England, viz. The Tryal between the 
el Earl of Efex and the Lady Heard; The 
. Farl of Caſtlehavens Tryal before his Peers; 
188 The Caſe of the Duke and Dutcheſs of Vor- 
(ell; The Lord Roſs's Caſe; The Earl of 
M0 Macclesfield's Caſe, &c. All in four neat 
FF Pocket-Volumes. Price 109. 5 
3 Memoirs relating to the Impeachment of 
1 Thomas Earl of Danby, (now Duke of Leeds) 
in the Year 1678. Wherem ſome Affairs 
of thoſe Times are repreſented in a juſter 
Light than has hitherto appeard. With 
an Appendix, containing the Proceedings 
in Parliament, original Papers, Speeches, 
F &c. The Second Edition. Price 45. | 
The Life of Mr. Thomas Betterton, the 
late eminent Tragedian, wherein the 4&;- 
eon and Utterance of the Stage, Bar, and Pul- 
pit, are diſtinctly conſider d. With the 
Judgment of the late ingenious Monſieur 
de St. Eure mond, upon the Italian and French 
Muſick and Opera's. In a Letter to the 
Duke of Buckingham. To which is added, 
The Amorous Widow; or, The V anton Wife, 
a Comedy, written by Mr. Betterton, now 
firſt printed from the original Copy. 8vo, 
Price 3s. 6d. 
The 
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The young Mathematician's Guide; be- 


1 ing a plain and eaſy Introduction to the ©? 

1 Mathematicks, in five Parts, viz. I. Arith- *5 
j metick Vulgar and Decimal. II. Algebra.! 
0 III. The Elements of Geometry. IV. Co- 


1 nick Sections. V. The Arithmetick of In- 5 
1 finites, explain d, with its Application to 
1 Geometry; with an Appendix of practical 
I Gauging. By Fobn Ward, Philomath. The 
=: Second Edition. 8vo. Price 6 s. | 
Ovid's Triſtia, containing five Books of 
mournful Elegies, which he ſweetly com 
pos'd in the midſt of his Adverſity, while | 
he liv'd in Tomos, a City of Pontus, where 
he dy'd after ſeven Years Baniſhment from | 
Rome. Newly tranſlated into Exgliſß by 
T. B. Price bound 1s. AI 
The Works of Anacreon and Sappho, done 
from the Greek by ſeveral Hands, with their 
Lives prefixd. To which is added, the 
Prize of Wiſdom, a Dialogue between Ana- 
creon and Ariftctle, by M. Fontenelle. Alſo 
Bion s Idyllium upon the Death of Adonis, by 
the Earl of Vincbelſca. Price bound 135. 6 d. 
A Cap of gray Hairs for a green Head; 
or, the Father's Counſel to his Son, an Ap- 
prentice in London, containing wholeſome | 
Inſtructions for the Management of a Man's 


——U— — — er AG” | 


a gh 
* 
23 
5 0 bu 
N — — <A 7 . ⁵˙ ¹-m•m8 ̃⅛ t⅛ w , a "9 4 8 * — — — — 2 
— K = — _ 9 — — — 
” — — — — 1 PR. 2 - yg - — — — ”—_ — = 
— — . — — ” 
8— —ͤ— — 1 — — 3 — 2 
—+ _—_ — ; — — — — * Le = GG "I 2 . 
8 


— — —_ — — 


n 


whole Life. The fifth Edition, with Ad- 2 
ditions of Precepts adapted to each Chap. %, 
ter, 1. Caleb Trenchfield, Gent. Price bound W::;, 
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To Mademoiſelle PAULET. 


ene 
Ma DAM, 
T was much more my Inte- 


—— 


reft than it was yours, ta 
keep the Riches you had 
ſent me, from falling into 
other Hands than mine. I 
had rather loſe all J have 
in the World, than thoſe Things you 
make me a Preſent of; and fo long as 
I enjoy theſe latter, I could almoſt diſpenſe 
with every thing elſe. It the Stones you 
Vor. I | B have 


nnn 


* She was the Daughter of Charles Paulet, Secretary 
of the King's Bed Chamber > This Lady was one of thoſe 
why had the ftron g eſt Pai n fur Monſienr Voliture, who 
was not in enſible to the fair One, ſcr e was rich and 
arſorviny, She was call'd ihe Lyonels, 072 &500118 of 
her highs Spirit, aid yeilow Hair, | 


live with knows you do me the Honour 


Billet in which you ſend your Service 


by the Superſcription, and I did not de- 


ving open'd it, I pull'd out in his Preſence a a 


2. Monſieur VOITURE Letters. 


have given me, can't break mine, they 
will at leaſt make me ſupport the Tor- 


ment with Patience; and I think I ought 
never to be ſorry for my having the Stone- 
Cholick, ſince it has procur d me ſo much 


Happineſs. Yet I can't help telling you, 
that this Generoſity had lik'd to have 


coſt you dear, for I had much 2do to hinder 
Four Preſent of Jewels from bringing a 


Scandal upon yon. The Gentleman I 
to write to me, becauſe I ſhew'd him the 


to him. I was in his Compary when 
your Letters were deliverd to me; he | 
either knew, or gueſs d it was your Hand, | 


ny but that it was. I had the Curioſity 
to look firit upon a Paper which ſeem'd 8 
more heavy than any of the reſt, and ha- 


Bracelet more brilliant and handſomer made | 
than any Jever {aw before. Tis impoſſible | 
to tell you how much I was ſurpriz'd to . 
find a thing I fo little expected from | 
You, and that I had been fo indiſcrect 
in the very firſt Favcur you ever did 
me. My Blood flew all into my Face, 
and made me redder than the very Rib- | 
band you ſent me; and he before whom 
J ſtood, aſſlumd a Countenance as grave | 
and ſcvere, as if it had been given me by 

3 ſome 
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ſome Miſs. But upon reading your Let- 
ter, I found that what I at firſt took 
for a Favour, was only a Medicine; and 
that the Bracelet was not ſent to a Ga- 
lant, but to a poor ſick Patient. What- 
ever you may think, Madam, 'tis my 
Opinion I am very good; for I, who would 
have given all I have in the World to 
have had this Preſent from you by way 
cf Gallantry, was however contented tho 
it was not one, and was extreamly glad 
to find that you appear'd innocent, tho' 
it made me leſs happy. Thus the Ejade 
has already done you a Kindneſs, tho? 
you did not expect it; and by its Virtue 
has defended yours, which was accus d, 
and almoſt upon the Point of being con- 
IJ icmn'd. After this, I cannot but look 
upon it as very precious; and coming 
om ſo good Hands, I have mighty Faith 
Wn it. I am in no ſmall want of this 
W{cnedy, in a Country where there is no 

ther, and where Aſſiſtance is to be ex- 
” W<:icd ſooner from Stones, than from Men. 
I you can but call to mind one Parti- 
ularity, which was formerly told you 
bout this Place, you'll very much pity 
noſe who have the Cholick in't. If you 
Wont find cut what I mean, I ſhan't be 
ay for it; for this Talk is not a 
" Wt too gallant for a Man that has hal 
ne little Reaſon to believe he is in 
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gine how differently I live from what! 


moſt ſtrange of all, without ſo much as 


4 Monfiew VorTuRre's Letters. 


your Favour. I ſhall only tell you, Ma- 


dam, that you are very much oblig'd to 
take care of me; for be ſides that you have 
had the ſame Diſtemper, I muſt inform 
you, that this Time mine proceeds from 


the ſame Cauſe, and the e of 


Madrid, give me the fame Preſcriptions as 


| thoſe of Paris did formerly give you. 
In your worſt Humours, you were never 
more ſolitary, more untractable, nor more 


peeviſh, than I am here: You can't ima- 


usd to do; and you'll be aftoniſh'd when 
I tell you that I have ſpent eight Months 
without ſpeaking to a Woman, without 
fcolding, without gaming, and, which is 


warming my ſelf at a Fire once: The 
very Relation of this is terrible. I have 
endurd a Winter more cold and pier- 
cing than any we have in France, in a 
Place where there are no Nizht-Gowns, 
no Chimnies, nor any Fires, but upon a 
Victory, or the Birth of a Prince. This 
Miſery has often made me wiſh for the good 
Fires you keep at your Houſe; and If 


_ repent that I refus'd to be the Cyclop ct 


a Lady who is more charming than her 


who governs the Maſter of all the Cy-| 
clops. You muſt be very learned, if you 
underſtand this; but if you gueſs who If 


mean, I humbly beg you, Madam, to gin" 
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me Leave to aſſure her here, that I have a 
more paſſionate Reſpect for her than ever, 
and that I ſhould be contented with her 
Abſence, if I thought it had the fame Effect 
upon her, as it has upon me; for, upon my 
Word, it has conſidcrably incrcas'd the 
Yelire I always had to ſerve her, aud has 
made me forget all the Things the has 
done to vex me; ſo that now I only re- 
member the excellent Qualities which 
make her fo agreeable and charming. 


Whatever I might pretend outwardly, I 


had ſtill ſome little Spite againſt her in my 
Heart; and twas not till my laſt Fit of 
Sickneſs, that J forgave her the Trick ſhe 
play d me once in your Preſence, when 
ihe almoſt drown'd me with a Baſon full 
of Water. But now all Deſire of Revenge 


is Changd into a Longing to lee her, to 
honcur her, and to ferve her; and if 


there is any one Body in the World thet 
I love more than herſelf, 'tis only one 
whom ſhe too loves more than ſhe does 
herſelf. As for that one Perſon, ſhe ſhail 
always keep a particular Rank, both in 


my Memory, and in my Eſteem ; ſhe ſhall 


never have either a Companion, or an 
Equal in my Affection, no more than ſhe 


has in the World: And if my Love for 


you, were any thing elſe but Friendſhip, 
I confeſs I ſhould not love yon fo much 
as I do her. Don't knit your Brews at 
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6 Monſieur VolTURE's Letters. 
this, nor wonder that I ſhould not avoid 
ſaying ſhocking Things in my Letter, when 
you have not the ſame Conſideration for 
me in yours. For what Cccaſion had you 
to tell me, that thoſe two Ladies have 
gotten new Acquaintance, who may per- 


haps make them forget their old Friends? 
And why ſhould you put this at the End 


of the moſt obliging Letter in the World ? 
Indeed, if my Diſtemper might be cured 
like the Quartzn Ague, by violent Apprc- 
henfion, this Malice might be of ſome 
Uſe; tho I ſnculd be but little oblig d 
to you neither. if you gave me the VLiſ- 


eaſe of Jealouſy, in order to cure me of 


the Cholick. Pray take care to make me 
eaſy upon this Head ; for ſeriouſly it has 
broken my Reſt, and I have hardly been 
able to ſleep for it. I was a little in- 
clin'd to fear this before; not that IT in 
the leaſt doubt the Goodneſs ct thoſe La- 


dies; but 1 can't help conſidering what 


a dangerous Thing tis to he at a great 
Diſtance from Folks. In a word, Ma- 
dam, I know no Body but you, that 
I may depend upon; for to hold out a- 
gainſt ſo long an Abſence, tis not enough 
to be conſtant, one muſt be obſtinate. But 
ſince you have been pleasd to put me 
into the Liſt of your Friends, I am ſure 
my Misfortunes will not make you 
retract it; neither would you care 
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to ſee Chance bring about a Thing whicli 
formerly ſo many Prieſts, and 1o many 
religious People, could never effect. If 
there is any other Perſon that does me 
the Honour to love me, I enjoy that 
Happiness with Fear and Trembling, as 4 
thing I am liable to loſe, and of which 
may-be every Day Time robs me of tome 
Part. You tell me, that the Miſtreſs 
of ycur Fortune has not forgot me: I 
can hardly tell how to unriddle this. 
Pray, is not your Miſtreſs a young Lady, 
whole Fycs are very lively, aud whole 
Noſe turns up a little at the End; who 
is cunning, proud, dildaintul, haughty, and 
civil, and good: natur d; who often fcolds, 
and yet always pleales; who is a ver 
good Girl, and yet has a Mather that 
leads her a weary Life; and whom TI 
lov'd once from Baignelet to (he? 
If this be your Miftr-fs, I c toi: you 
= ibe deſcrves to be M kreis of the whole 
World; and I have maintaind #91 eight 


Months together in. this (/ourt, that there's 
= nothing under the Sun fo good, nor fo 
beautiful as the. All my f oncerrs put 
WW together, have not given me fo much Un- 


Wl calincſs as hers have, and I have ſhed 
abundance of Tears, in which ſhe his had 
the greateſt Share. And indeed it maſt 
be own'd, tis a miſerable Thing to think 


| of, that her Birth ſhould be fo happy; 
DE B 4 and 
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and her Life ſo unhappy; and that one 
and the ſame Perſon, mould at once have 


all the Graces, and all the Diſgraces in the 


World. I receive the Honour ihe docs me, 


with all the Reſpect and Joy it is my Duty 


to do, and I pray God to comfort her, as ſhe 
comforts others. "This Goodneſs ought to be 


a Shame to that Lady who had three Lice 
found upon her one Day; but your Miſtreſs, 


by her laying nothing to me, ſeems to ſtand 
mightily upon her Fidelity to ycu ; tho 


the might make me a Compliment, with- 


out giving me the leaſt Cauſe for Jca- 
louſy. Yon take great Pains to aſſure 
me of the Friendſhip your Servant has for 
me; if twere not he I gueſs at, I ſhould 
not like your remembring him ſo much 
but that Gentleman deſerves ail Things, 
and Ican envy him nothing. As for Madam 
de Cle mont, tho you had not fo much as 
mention d her, I ſhould nevertheleſs have 
been aſſurd, that ſhe does me the Ho- 
nour to love me; knowing the Extenſtve- 
neſs of her Charity, as I do, I can't doubt 
of her Affection; and 'tis encugh to be 
in the Number of the Afflicted, to be in 
the Number of her Friends. In the midſt 
of all the Joy I receive from the Ho- 
nour ſo many extraordinary Perſons are 
pleas d to do me, I am extreamly griev'd 


2 Man whoſe Remembrance of me you 
know 


to find that you ſay nothing to me of 7 


Monfiew VorTURE's Letters. 9 
know would be the greateſt Comfort to 
me. I am touchd with nothing, in all 


my Misfortunes, ſo much as I am with 


that; and there's nothing but what I could 
endure with more Patience. I am atraid 
he wont take it well, that I ſhould fpeak 
of him; but this, nor no other Conſi de- 
ration, can hinder me from publiſhing in 
every Place where I come, that there's no 
Man in the World more deſerving the 


Love. of his Friends, and Eſteem of his 
Enemies. It the Count de Gur be is at 


Court, pray give me Leave humbly to 
beg him to think of me ſometimes, and 
o give a Proof of his Conſtancy, by lo- 
ing a Perſin ſo uſeleſs, and ſo far di- 
ant. I was very well pleasd tother 
Day, to find Mademciſelle de Montauſter 


in the Gazette; but I own I never could 


dave thought that her Fame would have 
rez:ch'd farther than her Brother's. I ſhonld 


| be glad if he were inform'd, that I am 


ſtill his moſt humble Servant, and that 
J wiſh him all the Conqueſts in his A- 
mours he deſerves. But however, I muſt 
except one Lady from this With, npon 
wnolke Account I formerly feard him; 
and JI muſt here aſſute that Lady herſelt, 
that he'd he the moſt ungratcfal Woman 
m the World, it ever ſhe forgets me, be 
it for whom it will. For in ſober Sad- 
acts, the Paſſion I have for her, goes be- 

3 yor.d 


— 


ä — 2 * < — 
. mM ⁵— 22 we. > 


— — 
—— 
— 
» * 


my ——— l. I TO DT EE — 
\ 
_ p 4s am — 
8 8 * — 8 N 


— : 
an. 


— 


— 
—V———— — . K ˖ —»— A — . ( 


10 Monſieur VoITURE's Letters. 


yond any Thing ſhe can imagine: But it 
after all this, the rewards that Paſſion 
with Infidelity, I'm refolv'd to uſe Sword, 


Dagger, Poiſon, or any Thing elſe, to be 


7 


reveng d. I don't think, Madam, you can 


gueſs who I ſpeak of; that is a Secret 
too important to be truſted to any Body. 
I only deſire you to ſhew this Part of the 
Letter to Mademoiſelle du Pin: But I grow 
now accuſtom'd to write long Letters, and 
Im afraid I ſhall tire you: I have yet 
a thouſand Things more to ſay to you, 
and 'tis not without the greateſt Vio- 
lence, that I content my ſelf with tel- 
ling you, that I am, = 


Madrid. Madam, | 

Tour moſt, &c. 

2444244444224. 44 
To the ſame. 
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LETTER II. 


MADAM, 


INCE the Favour you did me in 
D uriting to me, is not to be valu'd, 


and tis impoſſible for me to deſerve it, 


vo 


| Monſieur VoriTURE's Letters. 1 


you ought not to have left it off, tho L. 
may have ſeem'd to torget acknowledging. 
it. The Condition I was in two Months. 
ago, made me let the Poit-man ſet out 
without writing to you; and if this was, 
the Reaſon, as tis very likely to be, why: 


he did not bring me any of your Letters, 
I'll aſſure you my Cholick has done me: 


no Injury ſo great as this. Since they are 


Y neceſſary, pray, Madam, don't refuſe me 


your Aſſiſtance; and ſince you are ſo cha- 
ritable to every Body in Affliction, why 
ſhould you not be ſo to me, who am. 
tormented with ſo many forts of Miſe- 
ries ? You are yet more oblig'd to be ſo, 
ice my greateſt, and that which I en- 
dure with moſt Impatience, is ſeeing my 


ſelf ahſent from you. If beſides this Griet, 


have ſome other, tis for Perſons whom 
you love no lels than you do your ſelf. 
i moſt humbly beſeech you to be often 


telling them, that the Paflion I have. for 
them, cannot be told, and keep ſome Place 
tor me in their Minds; you, who have 
ſo great a Share in them, that at leaſt 
we may be together there. it we cannot 
any where elſe. As for you, Madam, I 
once more beg you not to detert me; 
the Honour of receiving Letters from you, 
1s a Happineſs I durit never hope for; 
but now I am us'd to it, 'tis impoſſible 
fir me to live without it. Don't then 
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deprive me of it, after having ſo gene- 


rouſſy beſtow'd it upon me, nor fall off 


at once from two Virtues which are ſo 
natural to you, Liberality and Conſtan- 
cy. And ſince tis not in my Power to 


repay this Obligation, at leaſt I will with 


IT could, and ſhall beg nothing of For- 


tune ſo earneſtly, as that it may be in 
my Power to teſtify to you, how much 
more than I can ſpeak, I am, 


Madam, 
Tours, &c. 
F 
To the ſame. 


LETTER III. 


| MADAM, 

Naas in ycur Letters can be more 
agreeable, than themſelves; I found 

m the yery Beginning of yours, what you 
would not give me any Hopes of, 'till at 
the End, and you gave me the Satisfaction 
you promis d me elſewhere. I don't think 
you read what was added to it in a diffe- 
rent Hand; and tis not to be behevd that 
you, who ſend me nothing but Gold and 
Jewels, 
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Monſieur V 01TURE's Letters, 13 
Jewels, or Words which are even more va- 
luable than either of them, would ever 


do in ſome Meaſure deſerve that which is 


ſince 1 had not the Courage to be 10 with 
vou. *Tis a burning Shame that I ſhould 


inſerting a Ward of that Stile which one 
of your Friends fays is ſo like Poetry; and 
tho I'm fo many Leagues from you, ſhoald 
never yet dare to tell you my Thoughts. 


honourd any more for you; and if you 
dont ſee and get me Satisfaction for theſe 
Reproaches, I am reſolv'd to write you 
Letters full of nothing but Flames, and Darts, 
and wounded Hearts, and to do fo many 
g Callantries, that you ſhall repent you ever 
J provok'd me. I can hardly forbear doing 
it this very Moment, and I have no other 
Way to reſtrain my ſelf from it, than by 
thinking of that excellent Perfon, of whom 


Las AT re of ab 
WOO 8 1 


nme to be reſpectful and prudent. You, 
Madam, who know every Thing that paſ- 


her in what a Manner ſhe is in it, and with 
ow much Gratefulneſs and ſineere Affecti- 
Won I repay the Honour ſhe does me. I 


have ſent me Abuſes. Yet I muſt own 1 


written to me; and I am not at all gallant, 


ſend you ſo many long Letters, without 


& tut I'd have you to know, I won't be dif- 


L have learnt to foreſee in every Thing the 
Inconveniencies that may ariſe from it; 
and the fole Remembrance of her, obliges: 


1 ſes in my Mind, pray be fo kind as to tel! 


think 
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14 Monſieur VoITURE's Letters. 
14 think too, being ſo good-natur'd as you are, 


| you might by the lame Means induce Ma- 
dam de Clermont to continue to love me, 
| | and to put me in her Prayers. On my 
18 Part, I Hall do all I can to make my felt 
15 worthy the Bleſſings ſhe may obtain for 
It me; and the Deuce is in't, if a Man whom 


1 Fou preach to, and ſhe prays for, ſhould not 
be converted! But pray let her know that 
I am more deſirous of her Affection, than 
her Prayers; and tho I believe the may 

make me holy, conſtant, and happy, I 


a A. 
: * 
— a 127 


| don't fo much defire all this, as I do to be 
1 belovd by her. "Twas with the greateſt 
[| Joy and Satisfaction that I read what you 


tell me of the divine Perſon before whom 
4 I formerly made my Epitaph. I can tell 
2.19 her, that even when 1 had two Fans at 
| my Throat, and was in the Hands of my 
reateſt Enemies, I was not more to be p1- 
ty'd than I am now; and that tis more 
happy to die in her Preſence, than to live 
from her. After the extraordinary Honour 
ſhe does me, I have nothing more to with | 
for, in order to make my Glory compleat, 
except it were, that I had been ſo happy as 
to have been rememberd by the young 
Lady who had like to have been run away 
with at Lima. But Heaven is abſolutely | 
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1 reſold that her Mother ſhall never have 
11! her Equal in this World; and that if by 
| F || Chance there may be ſome one as hand- 


9 
* 
> 
. 
2 
1 
B 
=D 
* 
=> 


ſeme, 


p R—R 


— — ann. wee, a na, > IS 3; 9c) 


. . 


Y 
— — 
LS 
— — 


* 
- Ae 
— 
b * 


DPF 
um . 
" — = 
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ſome, at leaſt ſhe ſhall never be ſo good. 
I think ſhe for whom I made the, Dryades 
laugh one Time, I mean Madam de G —, 
(I believe there'd be no Danger if I ſhould 
E write her Name at length.) I ſay, I think 
he need not be fo inveterate againſt the 
Rehels, as not to do me the Honour to 
think of me ſometimes. It what 1s re- 
ported, be true, namely, that we had a 
Deſign to ſteal her away, it had been in 
the {ſame Manner as the Greeks ſtole the 
Image of Pallas from the Cuſtody of their 
Enemies, in a Belief that Happineſs and. 
Victory would always attend that Side 
= who had her with them. But really I 
knew nothing of that Deſign ; ſhe herſelf 
can tell that if 1 had any Deſign at all 
upon her, twas in an honourable Way; 
and ſhe may pleaſe to remember, that my 
2 Courtſhip of her, was always full of Reſpect 
and Decency. And without Lying, whatever 
Love I may have for our Affairs, I can't 

help having ſome for her. Every Time I 
conſider her, I reſtrain my Withes, and 
have much ado to adhere to my Party 
Jas I onght. I have been more gene- 
rous to praiſe her, than ſhe has been to 
remember me. Tis not eight Days ago 
ſince I repreſented her here fo like herſelf, 
that I got her the Love, or at leaſt the 
Eſteem to a high Degree, of a Man who 
has no great Reaſon to wiſh well to all her 
Family. 
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Family. I am your Servant's moſt humble 
Servant, and I ailure him, that he has not 
a greater Paſhon for you, than I have for 
him. You tell me, Madam, that there is 
one of your Servants who thinks of no 
Body fo much as me, and that a Favcur 
ſo unuſual from him, deſerves a very grate- 
ful Return; but you ſhenld have been 
more plain, that I might have been ſure 
who you mean: Pray Heaven it be him I 
hope it is, twould comfort me for all my 


Misfortunes; you may eaſily gueſs who 1 
wiſh it may be. I don't know whether 'twill | 
be dangerous for you to ſpeak to him cf me, 


but pray, Madam, dont let that hinder 


you trom doing it. Whatever he may ap- | 


ar outwardly, theres no need to fear 


dim fo much; he's better than he ſeems to 
be. I know thus much of him, he can't, 


for the Heart's Blood of him, help loving 
thoſe that love him. I believe, when I 


ao from hence, 1 ſhall paſs by the Way er 


Granada; and to take the Advice, or ra- 
ther to obey the Commands, that I have 
receiv d, ſhall fail five hundred Leapucs 
by Sea, to avoid travelling two hundred 
by Land. The Danger and Inconvenicucy 
of the Voyage don't vex me ſo much as 
*twill not to paſs thro France. Tho 1 was 


long ago engag d to promife it, I can hard- 


Iy tell how to refolve to do it. If I had 
had my Will, Id have taken the great 
Road 
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Road with the fame Boldneſs and Security 
as ever, and gone directly to Bourg la Reine. 
I fancy they that diſſwaded me from this 
Defign, were not fo much afraid for me, 
as they were afraid of me; and imagind 
that my Coming would be known all the 
Town over, and that I ſhould run headlon 

into all Companies publickly. But I ha 

taken a Refolution to he more diſcreet ; I 
ſhould have been ſatisfy'd with ſerenaling 
three or four People or fo, and away: But 
] muſt be contented to obey, and to believe 
chat we are commanded for the beſt : But 
chis Submithon ought to be taken mighty 
well, for in my Opinion, tis both Obe- 


- dience and Sacrifice together. At leaſt, 1 
r Fought no longer to be accus d of being ob- 
> Rſtinate, when I was not fo upon ſuch an 


EF Occaſion as this. This Submiſſion, and 
my taking ſo much Pleaſure in writing, as 
Wnot to know how to give over, are two no- 
table Alterations in me. Forgive me one, 
bor the Sake of the other, and be ſo good 
Jas ſometimes to call to Mind how heartily 
8 4 I am, | 


7 eee, 
os 8 * e 


i 
Madam, 
. Madrid. . Kc. 


n PS. I moſt humbly beſeech you, Ma- 
zam, to give me leave to anſwer a Word 
. e or 
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or two, with all the Mildneſs imaginable; 


to the Perſon who attacks me in your Let. 
ter. I have ſtudy d a long while to find 
out who could be that little Man of whom 
ſuch great Things are reported, and who 13 
ſet ſo much above and below me. It cant 


be Mr. Vigean, for I. am but two Fingers 


taller than him, and he 1s but ten times 
more gallant than I. After much Thought, 


I believe that this is a Fib, to tell you my 
Mind, and that tis impoſſible there ſhould | 


be a Man either fo little, or ſo witty. II 
beg, Madam, you'd let me know the Truth 
of the Buſinefs. 


% 


T O 
R 


Mademoiſelle deRAMBOULLLET.f 


LETT= x . 


MA DAM, 
F your other Letter was like this I have 
receiv d, the Loſs of it is no mighty 
Mis fortune to me; and it were to be with d 


that this ſecond Time too I had only 


known that you had done me the Honour 
to write to me, without any Thing farther. 
5 When 
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When I firſt read what you tell me, name- 
ly, that you had much ado to perſwade 
your ſelf to venture your Compliments, I 
really expected ſome, and when I went 
on, I could find no other Compliments, 
than that you put me in Mind J am little, 
and tell me I'm not at all witty, or gallant. 
If theſe were all the Compliments you had 
to make me, Madam, there was no need of 
your putting them under the Protection of 
the valianteſt young Lady in all France. 
Even tho' they had been intercepted, they 
Wcould never have witneſsd againſt you for 
W-vouring the Rebels; and in the Manner 
your Letter was written, you. ought to 
have fear'd nothing but its being deliver'd 
o me. After having been ſo defirous to 
ear from you, you take the Pains to 

write five or fix Lines, wherein you blame 
Fortune for daring to attack Things that 
yon ſend; and all that you ſay as to my 
elf, is this, We have a Man here, a Foot 
and a half ſhorter than you, and I'Il ſwear 
a thouſand times more witty and gallant. 
This is a fine comfortable Letter truly, 

ind theſe Words are mighty likely to make 
e forget all my Afffictions! I believe, 

adam, I have told you before now, you 
re fitter for writing a Challenge, than a 
etter. All you have to do after this, 18 

add, that this you will maintain in 

e Court of Trebizond, and fo fign 

a A L 4- 
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ALASTRAXER/AXAA. Since you 
have ſo many wonderful Qualities, and 
fo much Power over me, why {hould you 
make uſe of both theſe Advantages only 
to do me harm, and be one of the Farics 
who delight in nothing but making Mit. 
chief, and undoing the Good which others 
had done? When Mademoiſelle Pawlet has 
written me a fine obliging Letter, in whic!; 
the Marchioneſs aſſures me of her Friend 
ſhip, Madam de Cle: nt of her Prayers, 
and the moſt perfect Lady in the World 
ef her Remembrance; you come at laſt 
to knock all my Joy on the Head, and to 
undo all that they had done in my Fa. 
vour. Iis a ſtrange Thing that the Pyre: 
nan Mountains, which ferve for Boun- 
daries to two large Kingdoms, {honld not 
be able to defend me from Tou! My Mi 
| fortunes are fo far from appeaſing you, 
that you come to perfz:cute me at the far- 
theſt Corner of the World, and to tor: 
ment me even more than my 11 Fortune 
At a Time when my very beſt: Friends 
durſt not hold any Correſpondence wit! 
me, and when 'tis dangerous to write to 
me, you paſs by all theſe Conſiderations 
only to tell me that you don't think I've 
the leaſt Morſel of Wit or Gallantry in 
me, and that theres a Dwarf that ycu 
like a thouſand times better than you do 
me. Tho have all the Reaſon in the 


” Vo Id, 


— . 
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ad World, Madam, to ſcold at this, yet, 
du not to confirm what you ſay of me, and 
Iv WW to ſhew you that I have ſome Gallantry 
ies in me, I will tell you, Madam, that I 
i MW thought my Miſeries could receive no A- 
75 Wl leviation, and yet they were aleviated the 
Moment I read what yon did me the Ho- 
ch nour to write to me. Not that they were 
d- leſs great than I took em to be; but this 
rs, is to ſhew that nothing is impoſſible to 
d you, and that you can give a Remedy 
aſt even to Things which are incapable of 
to receiving any. Nevertheleſs, I can't but 
a- wonder that you could do me fo much 
re: good, tho' you ſay nothing to me but 
m- what is to the laſt Degree unkind; and 
et that I ſhould be ſatisfy'd only with ſome 
i. of your Writing, tho what you write, has 
nothing ſatisfactory in it. Magick Cha- 
ar-W raters have not a more wonderful Effect 
or- than yours have; and this ſhews that 
ne. you have the Art of giving a ſecret Vir- 
tue to Words, and a Power quite diffe- 
ty rent from what they have of them- 
toll ſelves. That by telling me of my Faults, 
vou ſhould eaſe me of all my Sorrow; 
ve and that I ſhould receive Pleaſure from 
in hearing that you like another better than 
cu me, is a Miracle I can never comprehend } 
do But I have long forborn, Madam, to endea- 
nM vour to aſſign any natural Cauſe to any 
1c, hing that belongs to you. I know that 

| a aPerion 


4 
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a Perſon who is full of Miracles, may now 
and then work ſome: But however great 
yours may be, the ſtrangeſt you ever per- 
torm'd, is, the giving Joy to one who is in 
the Condition I am, and making happy a 
Man who is at once poor, baniſh'd, and ſick. 
In this you ſhew that Fortune, who has the 
World beneath her Feet, is herſelf beneath 
yours, and that you are able to give Suc- 
ceſs to thoſe whom ſhe condemns to be 
wretched. And indeed, ſo I have but you 
on my Side, no matter if the Stars are 
againſt me; and tho they all conſpire to 
ruin me, yet if you will undertake my 
Defence, I ſhall believe that the better 
Part of Heaven 1s for me. Pray, Madam, 
don't abandon a Man who Kin ſo much 
Confidence in you. If you will but pleaſe 
to defire I may be happy, I muſt be ſo; 
and if but in your Heart you wiſh me well, 
I ſhall even at this Diſtance feel the Ef- 
fects of your Thoughts and Wiſhes. Yuu 
are oblig d to make ſome for me; for I 
ſwear all mine are for you, and my moſt 
earneſt ones are, that you may have every 
Thing your Beauty and Virtue deſerve. 
"Tis true, my Intereſt is concern'd even in 
this ; for if you had all you deſerve, there 
would no longer be two Parties, nor two 
Factions in the World; all Mankind 
would be of one Mind, and all the Earth 
obey you. p 
3 This 
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This is to teach you, Madam, to take 


2 care what you ſay another Time, and to 
. ict you fee that I have more Wit and 
n (Gallantry than you fay I have. If you 


a Jvuld convince me that I have not, let 
„our little Man write a Letter a thouſand 
times more gallant than this. But even 
tho he had the Advantage of me in that, 
I ſtiould have it over him in ſomething elſe 


; which I value more, I mean in being a 
1 thouſand times more than him or any Bo- 
e Ney elſe, 285 

59 3 

7 Madam, 

| 

. Tour, &Cc. 

| 
1111. TT TT TED DOONS 
; 


1 the Duke of BELLEGRADE, 
ſending him Amadis de Gaul. 


LETTER V. 


My Lo D, 
'N an Age wherein Hiſtory is ſo perplex'd, 
I thought I might ſafely lend you Fa- 
bles; and in a Place where your only De- 
gn is to divert your ſelf, you might af- 
tixl to the Converſation of Amadis, ſome 


of 
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eſt in the World. But whatever Wonders 
the Enchantments which he put an End] 


to, there is not one but what yau could 


of Greece, and of Ariofto, and without en- 
chanted Armour, without the Aſſiſtance 
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of thoſe Hours which you give to the Gen. 


your Solitude, he will ſometimes agree- 
ably divert you, by relating to you his 
Exploits, which, till you ſuffer yours 
to be publiih'd, will certainly be the great. 


— — — — — 


we read of him, it muſt be confeſs d your 
Fortune is as amazing as his; and of all 


have finiſh'd, unleſs perhaps it be that of 
the Bew of loyal Lovers. In Effect, my 
Lord, you have ſhewn to France a Rogero 
more amiable and accompliſh'd, than him 


fd — — — 4 8 I — — ny 


ds. © 


either of Alquif or Urganda : In ſhort, 
without any other Charms than thoſe of 
your own Perſon, you have had the great- 
eſt Succeſs that could be wiſh'd for, bot! . 
in War and Love. And if one were to 
conſider that Complaiſance ſo exact, and 
which never left you ; that charming 
Graccfulneſs by which you. gain the At- 
fections of all that fee you, and that 
Greatneſs and Steddineſs of Soul which ne- 
ver ſuffer d you to go contrary to Duty, nor 
even to Decency ; tis hard not to imagine 


that you are of the Race of the Amadiſſes. 


And I verily believe that one Day the Hi-Þ 


ftory ct your Life will be added to thc 


many 


ST. 
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many Books we have of theirs. You have 
been the Ornament and Prize of three ſe- 
veral Courſes; you have known how to 
have Kings for your Rivals, without ha- 
ving them for your Enemies, and to poſ- 
{eſs Their Favour and that of their Miſtreſſes 
at the ſame Time; and in an Age where 
Diſcretion, Civility, and true Gallantry 
were bamiſh'd from this Court, you have 
taken them into your own Perſon, as into 
an Aſilum, where they have been admird 
by all the World, without being imitable 
by any Body. And I muſt confeſs, one of 
the chief Reaſons which induc'd me to ſend 
vou this: Book, was to let you fee what 
Advantage you have even over thoſe that 
were form'd at Pleafure to be an Example 
to others, and how far ſhort the Invention 
ef the Italians and Spamards is of your 
Virtue. In the mean while, I humbly 
beg you to believe, that amongſt the many 
Aftections it has gain'd you, it has inſpird 
none with ſo much Admiration nor real 
Paſſion as it has me; and that I am, more 
than I can expreſs, and with all Reſpect, 


- My Lord, 


Tour, &c. 
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1 0 
Alademoiſelle de RAMBOUIL LET. 
LETTER VI. 


MaDamM, - 
\ LL the Means that you have taught 
me to make my ſelf eaſy, are of no 
Uſe to me in this Country; and the more 
reaſonable your Advice Home to be, the 
leſs Cauſe I have to be comforted, for ha- 
ving loſt the Pleaſure of hearing one who 
argues ſo perfectly well. Every Body here 
aſlures me that this is a very agreeable 
Place, and there 1s not one that belongs to 
my Lords Train, who hes not a Highnels, 
or at leaſt a Princeſs, to converſe with. 
But however gallant the Court of Lorain 
may be, I am as lonely in it, as I was 
about eight Months ago in the Journies of 
la Beauſſe; and I have ſeen better Company 
in the Streams of Paris, than T have yct 
met with in the Dutcheſs's Chamber. I 
cant tell whether tis an Fffect of the 
Spleen, which I have been tormented with 
for ſome time; but in my Opinion, there 
are no more Perſons of Converſation, be- 
fides thoſe which I ſaw in the laſt Jenn? 
Ps IT Rav 
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I had the Honour to go with you; and I 

could diſcourſe much more agreeably with 
M—— than I could do with the Dutcheſs 

of . The Melancholy I have in 

my Heart and Eyes, makes every Face 
appear to me me as if I ſaw it thro' the 
Smoke of Brandy, and I can ſee nothing 

here but what ſeems frightful to ime. 
Thoſe Hours which the Marquis calls the 

Hours of Digeſtion, laſt me from Morning 

it till Night; and I am ſuch ill Company, 
o that M. de Chaudebome 1s angry about it, 


re and I can plainly ſee that he takes it ill: 
1e But I have made my Peace with him, by 
a. promiſing one of theſe Days to talk to him 
10 tor two Hours together, and that I will 
re tell him a Story more agreeable than that 
le of Heliodorus, and made by 2 Perſon more 


to handſome than Chariclea. You will eaſily 
s, judge, Madam, that tis that of Alcidalis 
and Zelida, which I have promis d him, 
for that can be ſaid of no other. As ſtu- 
pid as I'm grown, don't fear, that in telling 
it I ſhall rob it of any of its Beauty; for 
in all my Misfortunes, I have ſtill preſerv'd 

my Memory ſound, and I believe it will 
ferve me faithfully when *tis for you, 
ſince you have as much Share in it as any 
Body, and I am, more than I can expreſs, 
Mac, 

Tour, Kc. 
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To Mademoiſele P AU L EI. 


LETTER VII. 


MAD AM, 

Here never were ſuch fine Enchant- 
ments as yours are, and all the Ma- 
£1:1ans that ever made Uſe of Images of 
Wax, never work'd ſuch ſtrange Effects 
with them as you. That which you ſent me 
has fill d all who have ſeen it with Amaze- 


ment, and what is much more admirable, 


and which I believe no Magick can bring 
to paſs, it has ſtruck Madam the Marchio- 
nels of Rambonillet with Love, and me with 
Joy, the ſame Day you went away. I can't 
comprehend how this could happen to yon; 
but the Letter and Preſent which came trom 
you, really made me forget all my Misfor- 
tunes; and I receiv'd the little Europa with 
as much Satisfaction, as if I had been pre- 
ſented with that which, makes one of the 
three Parts of the World, and which is di- 
vided into {=veral Kingdoms. And indeed 
it is of more Value, ſince it reſembles you; 
and Madam the Marchioneſs, under that 
Pretence, rob d me of it by Force, and 
{wore by Styx ſhe ſhould not leave her 
Cloſct. Thus Em opa has been run away 

"with 


ä 
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with a ſecond Time, and, in myOpinion,much 
more glonouſly than when ſhe was ſtoln 
away by Jupiter. Tis true, to appeaſe 
me, they have given me two Dogs, with 


tuch long Snouts, that in my Mind they 


are well worth a Gentlewoman; and I don't 


now whether there is cer 2 one at Paris 


that I would change them for: Indeed in the 
Humour I am now in, I ought no longer to 
converſe with reaſonable Creatures; and 
n my Deſpair I with I were in a Deſart, in 


the Claws of the moſt cruel of the Lions, 


I, who ſaid that one ought to love nothing 
but Dogs. You, who made them gallant, 
pray make them grateful too, and let them 
ſometimes remember me, ſince I honour 
them more than any one in the World, 


and am, ; 
Mademoiſelle, 
Tour, &c. 


eee 
To Mademoiſelle C HAL AIS. 
LETTER VIII. 
Mapa, = 
I| Did not care to put you in Danger, any 
more than the Marchioneſs, by making 


you. read this Letter; but, I believe, Per- 
CY fons 
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{ons who have taken the Tincture of Gold, 
cannot be infected. For my Part, I every 
Morning take three Grains of Antimony, 
and ſix of the Fiſhes Eyes, which you know 
of; with this I may ſafely go any where. 
Pray continue to honour me with your 
Love; for if that once fails me, I ſhall 
take my Antimony unprepard. I am, 


Madam, 
With all my Heart, 


Tour, &c. 


22277 934 3,*£3,*23 


NI A AAA rd NE NA ASIASL ASA AA 67 OO ASL ASLAS LAN 8. ＋ dA 
' Sox of 9 5 75 5 11 8 $3 +53 44 3 $5-8 
e MO SAN GAN SY SO FIN F180 S11n e SYS 


2 5 


To the Marchioneſs de SABLE. 
LETTER IX. 


Maran, 
1 Receivd with your Letter the greateſt 

Joy J have been ſenſible of ſince your 
Abſence. If you conſider with how much 
Friendſhip and Wit all thoſe are written 
which ycu do me the Honour to ſend me, 
you would not doubt it; and you would 
not entertain ſuch an Opinion of my Neg- 
ligence, if Fortune had not loſt the laſt I 
writ to you. Tis a Loſs which you have 
Reaſon to be concern'd for, ſince there wzs 
one 


Monſieur V oITURE's Letters, 31 
one from Mademoiſelle ds Rambonillet in it. 
She defires you to learn of Madam de St. 
Amand,tor whom tis directed, what is become 
ot it, for ſhe is in Pain about it, becauſe of 
ſeveral Things which ſhe tells you in it. 
For my Part, Madam, I aſſure you I take fo 
much Pleaſure in writing to you, that 1 
don't take more in being idle. And my 
Letters are writ with ſuch a true Affection, 
that if you conſider d well of it, you would 
eſteem them more than thoſe which you 
alk of me again. Thoſe proceeded only 
from my Head, theſe proceed from my 
Heart; thoſe were a Trouble to me, theſe 
eaſe me extreamly. Is it not true, Madam, 
that I ſhould have made you angry, if I 
had put any more of theſe and theſe, and 
that you would have been amaz't at the 
Novelty of the Style? I had a Thought of 
doing it, to fee what yon would ſay; but 
ſince you were abſent; I have had no In- 
clination for Mirth ; and I ſhould have left 
this Place long ago, had not ſome Affairs 
detain d me. My Slothtulneſs was borir 
under the happieſt Conſtellation in the 
World; it always finds ſome Pretence or 
other tor every thing that it does not care 
to do; and I have put off my Journey 
from Week to Week. nor has it been 
my Fault that I ſtay d here till now. I 
believe, Madam, you won't think this 
range, you, who would ſtill have been- 
C 4 here, 
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here, if the Cart of thoſe that were mfeci- 
ed with the Plague, had not irighten'd you 
away. But I am refolvd to force my felt 


away from Paris in ten or twelve Days, 


and I believe I mall have no great 'Trcuble 


in it. At leaft the ſtrongeſt Tie that re- 


tain'd me, was remov d the Day that you 
let cut, and if any thing now could keep 
me here, tweuld be Madam and Made- 
moiſelle de Ramboniliet, who every Day tell 
me I ought to be gone. I can aſſure 


_ you, Madam, without offending againſt the 


Freedom with which I ought to ſpeak to 
you, that you are belov'd by thoſe two 
Ladies as much as you can deſire; and I 
hear them ſpeak of you every Day with 
ſo much Tenderneſs, that one of the chief 
Things for which I love them, is the At- 
lection they bear to you. Have no more 


Diſtruſt therefore of them than of me, and 


don't reckon their Friendſhip amongſt the 
Happineſſes which you might ſpare. I 
am very glad you have confirm'd the 
others who were not of that Nature, and 
that you have put your Affairs in the Or- 


der you defird. I humbly thank you tor 


not having forgot the Care of mine. In 
my Neglect of ſuch Things, it would be 


neceſſary for me to know what I have to 


do, from one whom I dare not difobey, 


and who adviſes and commands at the 


ſame Time. That which gave me ſo much 
Trouble 
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Trouble, and detain'd me ſo long, is in 
a better Poſture than I could have expected, 
and I believe we ſhall bring it to a Conclu- 
ion for a Piece of Money. But I ſhall 
„think my ſelf well come off, if it coſt me 
no more than that; and beſides, Madam, 
l am leſs fond of Money than ever, ſince 
i am aſſur'd that you have it. Let the 
> IB work come to the worſt, with the Secrets 
l have in Chymiſtry and Phyſick, you 
| I may very well entertain me; and when 
you have a Mind I ſhould uſher you by 
> I the Hand, tts but giving me the Habit of 
) IM: Gentleman. You rightly imagin'd that 
> I 1 {hould ſtand in need of your Intereſt with 
[BY Mademoiſelle d' Atichi; and I humbly beg 
| I you, Madam, to write to her for me. 1 have 
fen her but once ſince your Departure. 
That, and whatMonſieurNerl: may have ſaid 
> doher, will, I hope, make her believe that 
Iycu recommend to her one who is not in- 
ditterent to you, and who is faithful enough 
io deſerve that Favour of you. If ſhe be- 
lieves thus, Madam, I think ſhe will judge 
better of this than of a great many other 
Things: For 'tis true, and forgive me, 
Madam, if 1 do not tell it you with Re- 
bcct enough, that I love nothing in the 
World fo much as you; and that I am, 
| 
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fore I my ſelf did. For my Part, I thought 
I was in mighty Haſte to be gone; but 


ever Uneaſineſs I may have, I can eaſily 


To the ſame. br 
LETTER X. : 

MA DAM, . | f 
T HE Moment I faw the Beginning ct Þ a 
1 your Letter, I admird your Judg- ÞM 7 


ment; for you did indeed perceive a denti- 
went which lay conceal'd in my Heart, be- 


however glad 1 always am to hear frem | 
yon, I own when 1 ſaw Robineau, I was in 
a little Conſternation, to think that I had 
then no farther Excuſe for ſtaying here; 
and I believe I ſhould have been very glad 
to have been without that Joy for ſeven or 
eight Days longer. Yet, Madam, what- 


be ccmforted, by the Concern you ſhew for 
my Intereſt ; and I am mightily pleasd to 
fee that you have writ more Letters for 
me in one Night, than you have done in 
four Years fer Madam de Loges, and Madam 
d Arbigni. Tis certainly the greateſt Proot WW 
ef Affection it is poſſible for me to get from . 
you, cf{pecially, when I conſider it with 
the Circumſtance you writ to me of; and 
I need not doubt, but you would do Any 

” thing 
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thing for the Advancement of my Fortune, 
| ſince you take Pains for it. I acknowledge 
this Obligation, Madam, with the Heart: 
| you know me to be Owner of; and beſides: 
the Satisfaction | receive in this, with re- 
gard to my felt, I am alſo extreamly glad 
to find that you are as generous and good a 
Friend as 1 always detird you ſhould be; 
and I ſwear I am ſo contented with this 
Part of my Fortune, that I believe I ſhalt 
neglect it in every thing elſe, and that I 
© {hall deſpiſe the Friendſhip of Queens eve- - 
gry Time I think of yours. I deſire yu 
therefore, Madam, to be very well ſatiſ⸗ 
yd with what you have done for me, 
without giving your ſelf any Diſturbance + 
about the Succeſs or Fruit your Letters will 
bring me; and if you writ them with an 
Intent to procure me erther Profit or Ho- 
nour, be aſlur'd they have already had the 
Eifect you deſir'd. I ſhall not fail to deli- 
ver them with the Order you command. 
cu did well in excuſing the Style, for 
really I could hardly endure that Jargon 
of Mnficia, Merlin, and Alexis. Yet, amidſt 
lit all, I perceive abundance of Wit and 
n wonderful Skill, and eſpecially a great 
Leal to do ſomething for me. What you 
lay to Mademoiſelle Rambouillet is very co- 
Wmical, namely, that if Care he not taken, 
mall go to Flanders as I went to Vaugirard ; 
Hand in my Opinion, that one Word is worth 
cl C 6 a whole 
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a whole Letter. Tis true, Madam, had 
it not been for the Care that was taken to 
give me Notice, I ſhould have gone with 
the Meſlenger of Bruſſels. And to tell you 
the Truth, I take this Journey ſo unwil- 
lngly, that I can't imagine why I ſhould 
| fear being taken up; and were it not for 
Madam I ſhould be very well 
contented to paſs the reſt of the Winter in 
2 Chamber of the Baſile, ſo it were but 
warm enough. The is entirely 


ruin d; M. de — was four Months ago 


in ſtrict Friendſhip with him and Mon- 
fieur de Bellegarde : You may well imagine, 
Madam, he will be ne'er the better for it, 
nor I neither. Mademoiſelle d Atichi has 
promis d me Wonders, and with as much 
Kindneſs as you yourſelf could have done 
FU aſſure you, I never deſerv'd it of her, 


neither can I tell whether or no I ever ſhall. 1 
You may be ſecure of Madam de F'illery, 


and of every thing elſe. I have receiv d 
all your Advice, and I ſhall take it. Ma- 
dam and Mademoiſelle de Rambouillet love 
you mightily. I bid you Farewel, Ma- 
dam, with Tears in my Eyes; and give 


you my Word, I love you as much as you iſ 


deſerve, and more than you can imagine. 


To | 


Op 1 rn 13 & n 32 
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To the ſame. E * 
LETTER XI. 
MADAM, 


„ Eally 'tis very ungrateful in you, 
R not to give your ſelf the Trouble 
to ſend me an Anſwer; and being more 
- ale even than I my ſelf, is too idle of 
e, all Conſcience. Whatever fair Excuſes I 
t, might have, for being ſix Months with- 
as out writing to yon, I could not let Ro- 
h binean go, without aſſuring you, that after 
e: all, I am more your humble Servant than 
er, ever. Tis too true, Madam, that you can 
never loſe me, be as negligent as yon will: 


„II ſhould be very glad, and fo would Made- 
rd moiſelle de Chalars, to fave my felf from 
la- your Service; and there are ſome cer- 
ve tain People here, that would not think 
la- it Labour loſt to ſteal me away, but I 
ive can never conſent to it; and to me, it 
ou would be as bad as deſtroying me, to 
> i fave me in ſuch a manner. Madam de 


Rambouallet commanded me to tell you, 
chat to ſupply your Want of an inge- 
nious Perſon, to be in the Place of her 
vou have loſt, ſhe has ſent you Made- 

moiſelle 


To 


— 
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moi ſelle —who, as good Luck would 
have it, had not ſettled herſelf. She 
believes yon will receive her as one ſhe has 
choſen for you; and has caus d her to ſet 
out, to come you, two Days ago. I ſhould 
not have writ this. Raillery, if I had 
been commanded to do it ; for, in ſerious 
| Sadneſs, Madam, my Hearts too full of 
the little Regard you have for me; dif- 
charge it of that Uneaſineſs I beſeech 
you, for I ſwear I am, : 
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To the ſame. | 

3 + 
LETTER XII. 1 

I you take no Care about my Pleaſure i 
or Repoſe, at leaſt take ſome about ſh 
my Fortune. I am now juſt upon the 
Point of being gone, without any further Wh 


4 | Delay, except it be till I have heard from 
1 F | | you; I am afraid the Letters you: have 


given me, will be too old: If you ftill 
keep up your Intelligence in that Coun- | 
try, I believe it would do me no harm, 
it 
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if you gave me others, wherein you ſhall 
take Occaſion to ſpeak in my Favour, 

if you think fit: It you don't, at leaſt, 
you would do well to ſpeak for your. 

elf, and by your Letters renew the Af: 
ſurances of your Fidelity and Service. 

And this, Madam, will however be ſome 

Recommendation for me: I humbly beg 

you would fend them me as. ſoon as 

poſſible, for I wait only for them to be- 
cin my Journey. I hid you farewel, Ma- 
dam, with ſo much Affection and Ten- 
aerneſs, that it would be more dange- 

Irous for Nerli to fee this than the other; 

and I ſwear I am more concern'd at going 

further off from you, than at parting with 
all thoſe whom I leave here. And in- 

Ideed, Madam, you will for ever be more 

Jconſiderable to me, than all the reſt of 

Ithe World; and if you knew how true 

this is, you your ſelf would be fſatisfy'd, 

you, who can never be contented, unleſs 
yon have the ſole Poſſeſſion of all Hearts. 

WI ſpeak this with the ſame Sincerity, as 

WI {hall do my laſt Words upon my Death- 

ed: There never will be any Body that 

ſhall love, hononr, and eſteem, ſo much 

s you ; and I {hall always be, Madam, at 

ll Times, and in all Places, 
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To Mademoiſelle PAULET. 3 


LETTER XIII. 85 


MA DAM, 5 
T Return you my humble and hearty Ca 
Thanks, for not complaining of me, th. 
and I'll aſſure yon, you have leſs Cauſe to thi 
do it, than any Body in the World. I'm 
amazd at your ſaying, that the Perſons, 
who do me the Honour to love me, blamell 
me for my Slothfulneſs, and yet are fo 
ſlothful themſelves, that they reproach 
me by Proxy. In the Condition I am in, 
it would be much better done, to ſendÞly 
me Comfort than chide me; and thoſgÞav 
who are in Afflictin and Baniſhment, En 
and who have loſt their All, have butÞelc 
little Heart to divert others. Whenne 
I ſay this, F would not have you think udc 
I complain of that rare Perſon, whoſe das 
Merit and want of Health, ſet her aboveffre 
all forts of Duty: But thoſe who writeffiffe 
out of wantonneſs of Heart, and only tot 
ſay fine Things, are not, in my Mand, 
to be excusd for omitting to do me tha 
Honour, IIl aſſure yon, there never wasf 
_ Melanf 
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6 Melancholy equal to mine; and, if I 
durſt write mournful Letters, I could ſay 
Things that would cleave your Heart. 


rather have it remain entire; and I 
ſhould be afraid, if it were once in two, 


ſee what Uſe I can make of the fine 
Thin gs I hear vou ſ ay: But pray, Ma- 
ty | cam, do you, to whom I am oblig'd for 


ze, that, take care to ſend me ſome now and 


to then, ſince I know how to make ſuch 
'm good Uſe of them, and tranſmit ſome 


ne, Words to me, which I may remember as 


long as I have thoſe. All thoſe which 
ſoll have hitherto ſeen of yours, are fo in- 
\chKifferent, that they have not in the leaſt 
in taken from my Diſturbance z and I hum- 
ly beg you to ſend me ſome that may 


end 


joe have more Virtue in them, ſince you 


ent Fan give what you pleaſe to thoſe that 
but belong to you. If you don't, I ſhall think 
henfe haſty Reconciliation, which was ſo 
inkfuddenly clapt up before my Departure, 
hoſe das falſe; and that there is nothing ſin- 


thaldoſt miſchievous Body in the World, if 
ou put me to ſuch imminent Danger. 
þ conjure you to have more Care of YT 3 
| | | Or 


But, to tell you the Truth, I had much 


it would be divided in my Abſence. You 


nation, and whether you are not the 
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for you are very much bound to do 10 
ſince I am more than ever, 


own 
Madam, 


ſelf 
aahan 
„„ 
Tour, &c. bh 


with 
P. S. After having writ this Letter, Ithoſe 
thought there were five or ſix Drachmpane 
of Love in it; but tis ſo long ago ſing. 
I have mention'd it, that I could no, de 
forbear, and then I am fo little, that yay, be 
know there is no great Danger of me. |, 
The Man you ſpeak of, has been deaf = 
this great while; it remains only to burpphoſ, 
him, but they have not done it yelfend - 


through Negligence. fect 
| | | | | Tour, X been 
” | | bilit) 
7. Coppa ops gegen. 


com 


Poodn 
Ible, 1 
hom 


To Mademoiſelle de RAMBOUILLEI 


LETTER XIV. 


Mapam, 3 Þ ſhe 
Am far from finding any Fault WI Ity t 
1 your Prudence, ſince it is joyn d With the 
To much Goodneſs, and is not leſs uſſdle tc 
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for the Good of others, than for your 
own. I confeſs, I was amaz'd to find my 
ſelf the firſt unhappy Wretch that you 
abandon'd; and that you ſliould try upon 
me the Experiment of that pityleſs Vir- 
tue, which could not yet be compatible 
with your Goodneſs. And, indeed, ſince 
thoſe Actions, in which there is moſt 
Danger, are moſt eſteem'd, it is not rea- 
WU%onable always to expect ſo much Safety 
Ain doing Good; and you, Madam, I take 
Mo be particularly oblig'd to take care of 
the Unhappy, ſince, by a Word ſpeak- 
"ng, you may change their Condition. 
TThoſe which you did me the Honour to 
end me, have produc'd in me all the 
ffect you can imagine, and I have ſince 
deen grievd at nothing, but at my In- 
pbility to ſhew you the Senſe I have of 
ahem. It muſt be ownd, Madam, when 
ou are not miſchievous, you are the moſt 
_accompliſh'd Lady in the World; and the 
*Boodneſs, which in any other is ſo amia- 
ble, is much more eſtimable in you, in 
yhom it is better accompany'd, than it 
er was in any other. I ſhould not fo 
ung have deferrd returning you my 
thanks for that you have been pleasd 
.Þ ſhew me, if I had had an Opportu- 
"Pty to do it; and this Letter I put in- 
| d the Hands of Fortune, without being 
"Plc to conceive how it can paſs through 


ö all 
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all the Difficulties and Flames which fi 's 


. > x7 
' py as to eſcape, fince tis to you that f 


by means of the good Fortune which y 
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round us. Yet I believe it will be ſo hay 
directed; and you will not fail to recerven 


ſay attends you in all inſignificant Matter, 
have a great deal to ſay to you ths 
is not inſignificant, which I ſhould I 
glad to have you know ; but I believe ya 
deſire I ſhould be prudent as well as yay 
and not write any thing that will adm 
of Explanation. Yet, tho we are of coy 
trary Parties, I fancy I may ſay, withe 
a Crime, that there is no Body, even 
ours, I would follow ſo willingly, as yt 
and that I ſhall be all my Life-tume, wi 
all Reſpe& and ſincere Eſteem, 
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EAT TI . 
To Monfieur de BALZ Ac. 


SIR, k 

JF it be true, that I have always ks 

4 the Rank, which you tell me I hi. 
held in your Memory, methinks you ha 
ſhewn but an — Concern' for j 


[ 
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Fatisfaction, in delaying ſo long to impart 
Whe pleaſing News to me, and in ſuffering 
Ine ſo long to be the happieſt of Men, 
2 vithout dreaming I was fo. But, perhaps, 
Fortune, was ſo infinitely above any thing 
Brat I could in reaſon hope for, that it was 

Peceſſary you ſhould take Time to invent 
i rruments, which might render it credi- 
YÞle, and that you had an Occaſion to em- 


ne, that you had not forgot me. And 
hus far, at leaſt, I muſt needs confeſs, that 


tt me have nothing but Words for all the 
Affection you owe me, the Choice which 

Fon have made of them, has been fo rich, 
Ind ſo beautiful, that, let me die, if I be- 


ſieve the Thing they aſſure me of would be 


greater Value: This, at leaft, I'm fore 
that they would ſuffice to counterbal- 
vnce any Friendſhip but mine. I am on- 
diſcontented at one thing, and that ts, 

nat fo much Artifice, and ſo much Elo- 
ence, ſhould not he able to diſguiſe the 

C. Þuth from me and that in this I ſhould 
= fſemble your -own Shepherdeſſes, who 
e too ſilly to be beguild by a Man of 
Fit. But, indeed, you muſt excuſe me, 


1 hy I am fomething inclind to ſuſpect an 
uh which could invent Commendations 


for 


for 
i 41 
4 


you were of Opinion, that this very good 


Bloy all the Power of Rhetorick to perſwade 


ou have been very juſt, that reſolving to 


— 
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for a Quartan Ague, and for Nero, an 
an Art which you have at more Comman 
than ever Man had before you. All thoſg + 
_ Graces, and that Air of the Court, which! 
I ſo much admire in yours, convince my | 
rather of the Excellence of your Wit,thay j 
of the Goodneſs of your Will. And froſ t 
all the fine things which you have ſaid if j, 
my Favour, all that I can conclude, eve 
- when TI am inclin d to flatter myſelf, is, Tha | 
Fortune has been pleas'd to give me y 
Place in your Dreams: Nay, I know ng þ 
if the very Extravagancies of a Soul F , 
exalted as yours, are not too ſerious, 
too reaſonable, to deſcend ſo low as tome 
And I ſhall eſteem myſelf too obliging 
usd by you, if you have but ſo much# 
dreamd that you love me. For to im v 
gine, that you have reſerv'd a Place fornf 
amidſt wed! {ſublime Thoughts, which a 
at preſent, employ'd in recompencing tl 
Virtues of all the World, and diſtributuf 
Shares of Glory to Mankind; to imaaul 
this, would be extream Preſumption in uh 
I have too great an Opinion of your U he 
derſtanding, to believe that you could | 


gui 


* Some Wits, to ſhew their Floquence, have tall an 
extraordinaty Subjects: One has choſen the pn w 
of Nero, another, that of a Quartan Ague, and A 
Folly; and Furetiere did not diſdain to write a If lar 
ter to Fack-Catch, | aL 
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and guilty of any thing that is ſo much below 
ang you; and I thould be unwilling, that your 
hold Enemies ſhould have that to object to you. 
hich 1am perfectly fatisty'd, that the only Aﬀe- 
m4 ion which you can have juſtly for any one, 
W is that which you owe to yourſelf; and 
that Precept ot ſtudying ones ſelf, which 
is a Leſſon of Humility to all beſides you, 
# ought to have a contrary Effect in relation 
to you, and oblige you to contemn whate- 
rer you find without you And therefore 
here let me ſwear to you, That, without 
pretending to any Share in your Affection, 
I ſhould have been very well ſatisfy'd, if 
you had preſervd, with never fo little 
ing Care, the Friendſhip which I have vowd 
AT eternally to have for you, and that you 
im would have plac'd it, if not amongſt the 
Things which you value, at leaſt amongſt 
ms thoſe which you are not forward to loſe. 
But, in leaving me here with that lovely 
Rival, of whom you made mention of in 
yours, you have ſhewn, let me tell you, 
too little Jealouſy ; and you have ſufferd 
her to gain ſo much Advantage of you, 
that 


— 


*Theophije, and Father Gow/re, General of the Order 

of St. Bernard, were two of Ba/zac's greateſt Enemies 

ve tall and thoſe that were the moſt formidable. Theophile 

ie Pu writ a bloody, tho agreeable, Letter againſt that 

and Author; and Father Gor/z, under the Name of Phi- 

te a H /archus, writ two Volumes againſt him, which are 
| almoſt as dull as The Roman Citizen. 


a a 


_ conſpir'd with her, to do me a Miſchief 


by your Loſſes, and that you have ſuffer{| 


let me aſſure you, That you have gain 
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that I have reaſon to ſuſpect, that you have 


And therefore I have more Reaſon than you 
to complain, that ſhe has enrich herſelf} 


her to get into her Power, that which I 
thought to have ſecur'd from her Tyranny, 
by entruſting it in your Hands. It you 
had been willing to have made never fi 
little Defence, the better part of my ſelf! 
had yet been our own; but you, by you! 
Negligence, have ſuffer d her to ſurprize! 
it; and to advance her Conqueſt at ſuch} 


der to you all that remains of me, you} 
would not have ſo much as one half 
that which you have loſt. Nevertheleſ; 


in my Eſteem, as much as you have loſl 
in my Affection; and that at the very 
Time that I was beginning to love yall 
leſs, I was tore'd to honour you more. 
have ſeen nothing of yours ſince your De 
parture, which does not go beyond all that} 


you had done before : And by your laſt 
Works you have the Honour of excelling} 


him who ſurpaſsd all others. It cannot 


therefore but appear ſtrange, that when 


you have ſo much reaſon to be contented, 


you ſhould yet be complaining ; and that! 
you yourſelf ſhould be the only great Man 


who remains diſlatisty'd with you, At pre 
3 ft 
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ſent all France 1s liſtening to you, and your 
are indifferent to-no Man, who has but 
learn'd to read. All who are concern'd for 
the Honour of their Country, are not more 
inquiſitive after what the Mareſchal de Cre- 
qui is doing, than they are after what is 
doing by you. And you are the Perſon 
who can make more Noiſe in “your Soli- 
tude, than the moſt happy and moſt re- 
nown'd of our Generals, at the Head of for- 
ty thouſand Men. Can you wonder then, 


that with ſo much Glory, you ſhould be 


obnoxious to Envy ; and that the very ſame 


* Judges with whom Scipio was Criminal, and 


who condemn'd Ariſtides and Socrates, ſnould 

not unanimouſſy do Juſtice to your Deſert ? 
The People can plead Preſcription for ha- 
ting the very Qualities which they admire 
in any one. Every Thing which tran- 


er) ſcends em, they think affronts em; and 


| 


they can better bear with a common Vice, 
than an extraordinary Virtue. So that if 


that Law was in Force amongſt us, of 


D bani- 


* By this Word Solitude, he means the Village 


* 


call'd Baizac. "Tis a little Place near Angonleſme, 


where M. de Balzac was retir'd to ſtudy at Quiet. He 


F limſclf calls ic, ſomerimes, his Solitude, and ſome- 


times his Hermitage. His Friend Mainard calls him 

the Hermit of Charente. | 
+ Heretofore in Greece, the Cities, where the Peo- 

ple rul'd, often baniſh'd thoſe that were moſt 


rich, who had moſt Credit, or were moſt powerful 


u Friendsz and this ſort of Exile was call'd 0ſtraci/us 
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baniſhing the moſt powerful for Authority 
11101! er Reputation, I make no doubt, but that 
11 Fou would ſtand the Mark of the publick| 


q 


Envy: And I believe evn the Cardinal} 
11 would not run greater Hazard. But, for 
1 God's ſake, have a care of calling that 
|| 38 your Misfortune, which is but that of the 
| 114 | 8 Age: And complain no more of the Inj 
11 ſtice of Men, ſince all, who have Worth 
— 4 are of your Side; and that amongſt them 
Ml you have found a Friend, whom yet, peri 
WINE | haps, you may loſe once more; at leait, | 
1 1107! ſhall do my utmoſt to put you into a Con 
1 | | dition of doing ſo. For every Man's dar 
1 ling Vanity, at preſent, is to be account 
ij yours. For my own part, I have alway 
mi fo publick a manner profeſs d my ſel 
n ſo, that if, thro ill Fortune, I ſhould nd 
1 be able to love you ſo much as I have don 
10 [7 yet here let me ſwear to you, that you 
le ſhall be the only Man to whom I wil 
104 dare to declare it; and that I will alway; 
1 if 4 own myſelf to the reſt of the World, te 
| Wil de as much as ever, | 
I! lil : i 
NN 5 —— 
10 i | | | He means Cardinal Richlien, a Miniſter of Start 
| 1 | the greateſt and moſt fortunate, the moſt 12 5 
11001141 moſt hated, that perhaps ever was, He dy'd in 16 
- tive Months before Lows XIII. | 


— 
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To the Marqueſs of RAMBOUILLET, 
Embaſſador at the Court of Spain. 


LETTER I 


My LoRD, Oe 

1 Could never have believ'd it poſſible, 
that I ſhould give you any Reaſon to 
complain of me, or that ever Libels ſhould 
be written againſt me in Madrid. And to 
deal fincerely with you, I ſhould not eaſily 
have been appeas'd for the one or the o- 
ther, if, when I receivd that unhappy 
% News, I had not, at the ſame Time, met 
with an Account of your Welfare, and the 
great Reputation you daily gain among a 
Sort of Men, who, before they ſaw you, 
could not admire any thing but themſelves. 
But ſince I number all your Happineſſes 
amongſt my own, I muſt think it abſo- 
lutely unlawful for me to be melancholy 
at a Time when all Europe ſpeaks ſo ad- 
; vantagiouſly of you: Nor can I do leſs 
than rejoyce as often as L hear it ſaid here, 
that you have taught the Spamards Humi- 
lity, and that they honour you as much as 

jf you were of the Blood of the Guzmans, 
Sta or that of the Mendoza s. You may there- 
arc fore conclude, my Lord, that my Soul is 
a. D 2 more 


1 d . «. ahn 
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more tender than you make it; and that I 
have this at leaſt common with all the 
Virtuous, that I concern my ſelf in what- 
erer good Fortune happens to you. Tis 
true, I had once refolvd with myſelf to 
{mother this Sentiment, ſo as not to com- 


municate it even to you: For amidſt 


thoſe great Affairs, whereof you have now 
your Hands full, I thought it a Breach of 
publick Peace, to occaſion the leaſt Diver- 
fion of your Thoughts, by any unneceſſary 


Addreſs; and how much Liberty ſoever 


you might have given me to do it, yet 
| Jhould I not have had Confidence enough 
to make Uſe of it, it I had not another 
extraordinary Adventure to acquaint you 
with. Be pleasdthen to know, that upon 
Sunday the 21ſt of the laſt Month, about 
Twelve at Night, the King and the Queen- 
Mother, having aſſembled the whole Cr,urt 
at one End of the great Hall, in the Lou- 
zue, where nothing appear'd before, a great 
Brightneſs broke forth on a ſuddain, and 
immediately there appear d, amidſt an in- 
finite Number of Lights, a Company of 
Ladies, cover d all over with Gold and pre- 
cions Stones, and appear'd as if they were 
newly deſcended from Heaven: But there 
was one amongſt the reſt, fo eaſily obſer- 
vable, as if ſhe had been all alone; and I 
venly believe that human Eyes never 
ſaw any thing to excellent. She was the 

Very 


a — 
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very ſame, my Lord, that upon another 


Occaſion, had been ſo much admir'd un- 


der the Name, and in the Habit of Pyra- 
mus, and that had another Time appear'd. 
among the Rocks of Rambouillet, with the 
Bow and Countenance of Diana. But ima- 

ine not, that you can repreſent to your. 
felt above half her Beauty, if you mea- 
ſure it only by what you have ſeen; and 


| know, that this Night the Fairies had fhed 


on her thoſe ſecret Ad vantages of Beauty, 


which make the Difference between Wo- 


men and Goddeſſes: For even when ſhe 
had maſk'd herſelf, with the reſt, in order 
to the Ball which they were to preſent, 
and conſequently had loſt the Advantage 
her Face gave her over em, the Majeſty 


of her Stature and Carriage, render her 


as remarkable as before; and whitherſoe- 

ver ſhe went, ſhe drew along with her the 
Eyes and Heart of all Beholders, inſo- 
much, that renouncing the Error I was in, 
in believing ſhe could not dance excellent- 


| ly well; I now confeſs, with a great deal 


of Shame, it was only ſh: that, could. 
And this very ſudgment was fo generally 
given by all preſent, that thoſe that can't 
endure to hear her Praiſes, muſt certainly 
baniſh themſelves from the Court. This, 
my Lord, acquaints you, that while you 
receive great Honours where you are, you 
mus greater Enjoyments here; and that 

D 3 For — 
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Fortune, how nobly ſoever ſhe may employ | 
you elfe-where, does you no {mall Injury, 
whenever ſhe takes you from your own | 
Houſe. For, in fine, now that you have 
paſs'd the Pyrexean Mountains, if you ſhould | 
paſs that Sea which ſeparates Europe and A. 
Fica, and proceeding farther, would viſit | 
that other Side of the World, which Na- 
ture ſeems to have diſpos d at a great Di- 
ftance, purpoſely for the greater Safety of | 
her Wealth and I reaſure, you ſhould not 
find any thing there ſo rare or entertain. 
ing, as what you have left behind you; 
and, indeed, all other Parts of the Uni- 
verſe cannot afford you what may equal 
that which you have left at Paris. This 
makes me believe your Abſence will not 
be long; and that as ſoon as his Majeſty's! 

Affairs ſhall give you Leave, you will re- 
turn hither, to enjoy that Happineſs which 
none but you yourſelf can be worthy oſ. 
But, my.Lord, I am not ſatisfy d, whether 
we are not over-confident of a Nation that 
has made ſo great Uſurpations upon us, 
to have truſted you in their Power, and ac- 
cordingly fear the Spaniards will be as loth 
to part with you, as la Valteline. This Fear 
certainly would put me into a far greater 
Diſorder, were J not confident that thoſe 
of the Council of Spain, have not, ſince. 
you came into the Country, been Maſters 
of their own Refolutions; and that 2 | 

| ave 


ö 
Y, ; 


ö 


Ini 


This 
not 
ty's | 
1 re- 


hich 


We may then hope, as ſoon as the Sun, 
which ſcorches Men, and dries up Rivers, 
ſhall begin to re- aſſume his Heat, you will. 
return hither and overtake the Spring, 
vhich you had already paſs d over there, 
and gather Violets, after you have ſeen 
the Fall of Roſes. For my own part, I 
expect this Seaſon with very much Impati- 
ence; not ſo much, becauſe it furniſnes us 
with Flowers and fine Weather, as that it 


Monfieur VorTURE's Letters. 55 


have made too many humble Servants 
there, to ſtand in Fear ot any Violence. 


brings your Return ; and I promiſe you, 
I ſhall not think it pleaſant, if it comes 
without yon: T am of the Opinion, you 
will eaſily believe what I fay; for I am 
confident you ll allow me to be ſo good, 
as that I ſnould paſſionately wiſh that Hap- 
ineſs wherein ſo many are concern'd; be- 

es that, you know how particularly _ 


Jam 
Tour Honour's 


bumble Servant, &c. 


7 PR. To 
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| have 
NENA AA AREA K K 4. K . E | COT 
5 a  woul 
1 had, 
To Madam DE SAINT OT, ſent. her e 


with the Orlando Fur ioſo of Arioſto. of al 
Tranſlated into French by du Roſſet. not « 


never 

VII | at the 

LETTER AVE { . 

| the V 
MADAM, was bh 


Nis is the fineſt of all Orlando s Adven-! which 
tures; and he acquir'd leſs Glory when the in 
he ſingly defended Charlemain's Crown, and to rep 
wreſted the Scepters from many Royal painte 
Hands, than he obtains from the Honour Fanci 
of kiſſing yours. The Title of Furious, by Excell 
which he has hitherto wander'd about the! Apart! 
World, ought not to diſcourage you from tering 
granting him this Favour, or make you ap! 4 great 
prehend his Acquaintance ; for I 2m con Parts 
fident that he will grow very civil as ſoon! all the 
as he approaches you, and the very firſt ſight Enchai 
of you, will make him forget Angelica. M to you, 
leaſt, I know by Experience, that yoll 8s your 
have already done greater Miracles, and moſt oh 
that you have heretofore cur'd with a fi from £ 
gle Syllable, a more dangerous Madneſs which i 
than his. Indeed, it wonld exceed all that ger to 
Arioſto could fancy, if he did not acknow; Exceſs 
ledge the apparent Advantage which 70 Souls fr. 
ave 
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have over his Miſtreſs, and if he did not 
confeſs that ſhe, were ſhe ſet near you, 

would have more. Occaſion than ever ſhe 
had, to flie for Aſſiſtance to the Force of 
her enchanted Ring. That Beauty, which 
of all the Champions of the World, found 
not one that was Proof againſt her, who 
never yet ſtruck the Eyes of any Man, but 
at the ſame Time ſhe piercd his very Heart 
and Soul, and who fird as many Parts of 
the World, as the Sun himſelf enlightens, 
was but a rough Draugit of the Wonders 
which we admire in you. Nor were all 


ſ 


« 
« 
S. 
* 


e 


the moſt glittering Colours of Poetry able 
to repreſent her fo charming as Nature has. 


painted yon. The very Flights of Poetick. 


Fancies have been unable to reach ſuch 
Excellence. And indeed, the extravagant 
Apartments of Cryſtal, and Palaces glit- 


nv! tering with Gold and with Diamonds, wers 


1 


a great deal more eaſily _— than ſuch 


b Parts of Beauty as we behold in you; and 
n. al! the Enchantments of imaginary Knights, 
wt Enchantments which appear fo incredible 
to you, are not half ſo hard to be believd 
ou as yours. To captivate with a Glance the 
a molt obſtinate Minds, and the moſt averſe 
n from Slavery, to kindle in them Love, 
oF which is cbedient to Reaſon, and a Stran- 


at ger to Deſire and Hope, to raviſh with 


ws Exceſs of Pleaſure and Glory the very 
q Souls from whom at the ſame Time you 
ve 


D 5 


take 
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take Repole and Liberty, and to contrive | 
that they ſhould be perfectly pleas d with 
ydu, who deſpair of being obligd by you, | 
theſe are more improbable unaccountable 
Wonders than flying Chariots and fiery 
Dragons, and all the Adventures related 
m Romantick Legends. I ſhould make a! 
Bock more voluminous than that which I 
| fend you, if I ſhould go on with this Sub. 5 
ject. But, Madam, this Champion, who! 
has been us to give Place to no Man, be. 7 
gins to murmur at my having convers d ſo, 
. with yon, and is now advancing to 
entertain ycu with the Story of his Paſ. 
fion. This is a Favour which I have been 
often refus'd by you. Yet 1 can endure, 
without being jealous, to ſee Orlando more 
fortunate, ſince he has promis'd me, by 
Way of Requital, to preſent you with th 
from me, and to oblige you to read it be- 
fore you do any Thing elſe; which Enter 
prize requir d a no leſs daring Courag - 
than his, and yet the Event is but very 
uncertain. And yet methinks it ſhould be 
but reaſonable, ſince J oblige him with an 
Opportunity of making his Paſſion k 
to you, that he ſhould acquaint you wi 
mine, and that amongſt ſo many Fab 
he ſhould mingle ſome Truths. I am v 
ſenſible that you are ſeldom in a Humow 
to hear them: But ſince you can never h 
touch d by them, and they are too inc 
” ſiderabk 


ey and 


| 
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fiderable tooblize you to have any feeling 
of them, you may be told, without any 
Danger, that I eſteem you alone above all 
* the reſt of the World; and that I thould 
be more proud to obey you, than to com- 

mand that. I am, . 
Madam, &c. 


? es 


b b bpb 


To the Marchioneſs of RAM BO Us 
' ILLET, in the Name of Callot, an 


| 
excellent Engraver, at the ſame Time 
| that the Author ſent her a Book of 


bis Figures from Nancy, 
LETTER XVIII. 


Ma vD a M, = 
PF all the various Fancies which my 
Mind has produc'd, the moſt reaſona- 
ble that I have had, is that of preſenting 
this Book to you; to you, Madam, wha 
principally excel in that Faculty of Soul, 
which makes great Painters, Carvers, and 
Architects, and which is defended by your 
Example, againſt the old Accuſation, that 
it never appears in an eminent Degree an 
voin d with a perfect Judgment. For be- n 
ſides that Light of your u : N LAG 
8 ” DS which e 


een 
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which makes Things appear to you as they 
are, you have an Imagination incompara- 
bly tkilful in diſcerning their Beauties. 
And as there is not 2 Perſon alive, who 


has more Intereſt than you, that perfect 


Things ſhould be valud, there is not one 
who can be thought to commend them 
with more Addreſs than your ſelf. It is 
but a moderate Commendation to tell you, 
that you are ſkill'd in them, when at the 
ſame Time I might truly affirm, that you 
can produce them, whenever you pleaſe, 


in Perfection. Nay, it has frequently hap- 


pen'd, that by Way of Diverſion, you have 


conceivd Deſigns which Michael Angelo 
need not have bluſh'd to own. And be- | 
ſides, we may juſtly boaſt, that you have 
oblig'd the World with a Maſter-piece, 


which ſurpaſſes all that Greece and Italy 


ever producd of Beautiful, and which | 
might eclipſe the Glory of the Minerva of | 
Phidias. Madam, it would be ſuperfluous ! 
to tell you, that I ſpeak of your Daughter, | 
In whom alone we may juſtly affirm, that 
ou have wrought divers Wonders ; but a | 
older Hand than mine is requird, to paint 
the Beauties which are to be found in you | 
both. That would be a Taſk for which 
Volumes would be too little, tho' I under- 
took it, who have the Skill to employ | 
whole Armies in one ſingle Sheet, and to 
fhew Seas and Mountains in it in their full 
. | Pro- 


* 


3 


) 
| 
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: 
Proportion. I muſt be contented then to 


with a great deal of Truth, that I am, 
| | Madam, 


I 
| 


' To Madamoiſelle DE RAMBOU- 
a ILLET. 
| LETTER XK 


MADAM, 


P Ince I have had the Happineſs to ſee 
4 8 you, I have been extremely troubled, 


| yet have not been unmindful of the Com- 
mands you laid upon me. As I paſt by 


| Eſpernay, I went, by your Order, to viſit 


| the Mareſchal Strozzi, and was ſo mighti- 
ly charm'd with the Magnificence of his 
Monument, that conſidering the Condition 


Spot, I was very deſirous to he cloſe by 
him. Put this was a little boggled at, be- 
; cauſe it was perceiv'd I had too much 
| Warmth about me; I refolv'd therefore to 
Bl 5 cauſe 


tell you, with a great deal of Reſpect, and 


+ Tours, "1-3 


CCC 


I was in, and finding my felf upon the 


4 m—n—_—_— 


As. At. * 
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cauſe my Body to be tranſported to Na- 


whither at laſt it is arriv'd, but fo 
raſs'd, and out of Order, that there 


to no Purpoſe; for the more ! reſt, 


gone, who is a School-maſter here, and 


wearier I am. Beſides, there 1s fo great 
Difference between the fifteen 1'ays where: 
in J had the Honour to be with you, and 
the fifteen laſt paſt, that I wonder how 
can ſuffer it; and methinks, Monſieur Mar: 


7 


many at Reſt in their Graves, that had le 
need of reſt. I have lain ſtall eight Dan 


th 


and 


my 


ſelf, are the two moſt deplorable Example 


of the Uncertamty of Fortune that 
were ſeen, I am troubled with certain 
ſtructions and Weakneſſes, which give 


ever 


f 


not one Day's Intermiſſion, there being 11 
ſuch Thing here, as Ther iacon; and conſe. 


quently, I zm ſicker than cver I was, and 
that in a Place wire I can find no Reme 
So that, Madam, I much fear N; 

may prove as fatal to me, as to the Duke 


dy. 


of Burgundy; and that atter I have r 
through great Hazards, = nd oppos d powertul 
Enemies, as he had done, it is deereed! 


ſhall end my Days here. Put I will hold 
out as well as Ican; for I aſſure you, I ne/ 
ver am ſo much in Fear ot Death, as when 


I think I ſhall not have the Honour to ſet 
you again; and thercfore have eſcapd 


Death by the Hands of one of the moſt 
mar 
ny 


beautiful in the Univerſe, and neglect 


Lag i. adn * ad id Bn ame ACA einn wade C44 
5 RET * ; : PRIDE? «0; == n 


| 
q 


ny Opportunities to die in your Preſence; it 
| would grieve me very much to come and 
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lay my Bones three hundred Miles from 
you, and to think one Day, when I ſhould 


\ | riſe again, that I ſhould have the Dillatis- 


faction of finding my ſelt once more in. 


Madam, 


| Lorain. I am, 


Tours, &c.. 


* K „ l . „ EET . . . . 


Jo the ſame, in the Name of 
_ Guſtavus Adolphus, Aing of Sweden. 


Manramn, 


that Conqueror whoſe Name has made 


ſo much Noiſe in the World, who comes to 


lay bis German Trophies at your Feet; 
20d who, after having deſeated + Tilly, 


and 


ͤ—Ü—ñ̃ * 


* So he calls Cuſtavus, becauſe he was really vali- 
ant, and the Kings of Sweden bear Lyons in their 
Arms. | | | 
+ Tilly, one of the greateſt Captains of the Age, 
General of tie F,mperor's 1 5 by and of the Duke of 
Bavaria's, beaten twice by Guffavis Adoſphus, woun- 


ed in the firſt Battle, and having the ſame Misfortune | 


Ehold the * Lyon of the North, and 


__— — 
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_ larg'd my Defigns. For the World itſelf 
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and overthrown the Fortune. of Spain, and} 
the Imperial Forces, comes with all his 
Pride to ſubmit to yours. Amongſt the 


Shouts of Joy, and the Songs of Triumph, 


which I have heard for ſo many Days, 
nothing has ſounded ſo agreeably to me, 


as: the Aſſurance they give me, that I have 
your good Wiſhes; upon that information, 
I have alterd all my Projects; and that 


Ambition has ſtopt at you, wich before 


graſp'd at the Univerſe, This is not fo 
much to have retrenchd, as to have en 


has its Bounds, and the Deſire of becoming 
the Maſter of it, has fallen upon other 
Minds. But the Underſtanding which we 


admire in you, that Underſtanding which 


nothing can confine, and which no other 
can comprehend, that Greatneſs of Mind 
by which you arerais'd fo tar above Crowns 
and Scepters, and thoſe Graces which cauſe 


yon to captivate all Mens Souls, are inf. 


nite Poſſeſſions, to which no one but. I has 
ever dard to aſpire; and they who have 


_ coveted ſeveral Worlds, have in doing it, 


form'd more temperate Wiſhes than mine. 


Should they ſucceed, and ſhould Fortune, | 


which makes me victorious .every where, 


ſecond | 


r 


in the ſecond, he was carry'd to Ingolſtat, where he | 
dy*'d of a Wound in his Thigh. Vide Loccend, Hiſtoire | 
de Suede. | | 
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ſecond my Attempt upon you, I ſhould 
have little Reaſon to envy the Conqueſts 
of Alexander; and I ſhould believe that 


they who contrould the Univerſe, were 


never in Poſſeſſion of ſo fair an Empire as 


mine. Madam, I have abundantly more 


to ſay to you, but I am ahout to || engage 


the Imperial Army, and to take Nuremberg 
'| fix Hours afterwards. Iam 


Tour moſt paſtonate Servant, 
Guſtavus Adolphus. 


— —_ 4 


E uſavus Adolphus fought the Emperor's Army three 


Battles, and in the third, which was that of Lutzen, 
he loſt his Life, being, ae the Beginning, ſhot in 
the left Arm; after whigh, as they were carrying 
him out of the Fight, he fell among a Body of the 
Enemies, of whom. he recerv'd two Wounds of a 
Muſket, one in his Head, and t'other in his Body, 
and dy'd gloriouſly, ſince he triumph'd in his Deatli. 
This hapyen.d in 1632. See Loccenius's Hiſtoire de 
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To Mademoiſelle De Bo u RB ON. 


ſec 

LETTER XXL. 

; TT 
Map AM, th 


AST Friday in the Afternoon I was| I. 
toſs d in a Blanket, becauſe I had not th 
made you laugh in the Time that was given 
me: Madam de Rambonillet pronouncd the i. 
Sentence, at the Requeſt of her Daughter, tn 
and Mademoiſelle Panlet. They had de- ar 
ferr d the Execution to the Return of. the g 
Princeſs, and yourſelf; but they bethought or 
themſelves afterwards, not to delay it any m 
longer, and that it was very improper to ſu 
put off Puniſhment to a Time which ought; 
to be wholly devoted to Pleaſure. "Twaszt} 
in vain to cry out, and make Reſiſtance; t. 
the Blanket was brought, and four of the} u 
laftieſt Fellows they could get, were pick} al 
out for this Service. I may venture to a&-F]. 
firm to you, Madam, that no Man was} 
ever yet in ſo exalted a Condition as I was, n 
and I did not believe that Fortune would e- fe 
ver have rais'd me ſo high; at every Tols| te 
they threw me out of Sight, and ſent me} 1 
higher than a ſoaring Eagle. I ſaw the} 
Mountains crouching far below me, 1 f 
1 c Wind 


ven 
the 
ter, 


de- 
the 
ght 
any 
r to 


50 
Hand Seas I neer had thought of. There 
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indsand Clouds travel beneath my Feet, 
liſcover'd Countries that I neer had feen, 


can be nothing more diverting, than to 


Tee ſo many Things all at once, and to dif- 
cover half the Globe at one View, But I 
aſſure you, Madam, all this cannot be ſeen 


without ſome Diſturbance, when one 1s 1n 
the Air, and certain of falling down again. 
That which frighten'd me the moſt, was, 
that when I was very high, looking down- 
wards, the Blanket appear d ſo ſmall, that 
1 thought it impoſſible to fall into it, and 
that I confeſs was ſome Trouble to me. But 
among ſo many different Objects, which at 
the ſame Time ſtruck my Sight, there was 
one which for ſome Moments took away 
my Fear, and touchd me with real Plea- 


ght 


ſure: It is this, Madam; being deſirous to 
look towards Piedmont, to ſee what paſs d 


Was there, I ſaw you at Lyons, as you croſsd 


ce; 


the. 
Kd 
al. 


the one; at leaſt, I ſaw a great Light 
upon the Water, and abundance of Rays 
about the moſt charming Face in the World. 
Iconld not well diſcern who was with you; 
becauſe at that Time my Head was lower- 
moſt ; and I believe you did not fee me, 
for you look d another Way. I made Signs 


to you as well I could; but as you began to 
| look up, I fell down again, and one of the 
| Tops of the Mountain Tarara hinder'd you 
from ſeeing me. As ſoon as I came 


down, 
I told 
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all fell a laughing, as if twere a Thu 


ſeen it. One Time, when they had tok 


middle Region; immediately they fell u 


— — 
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I told them, that I had ſeen you; and, 
I was going to tell them how you did, the 


WY 


nd 


impoſſible, and immediately began to 
me leap higher than before. There hy 
pen d to mea very ſtrange Accident, whi 
will ſeem incredible to thoſe who haven 


me to a very great Height, in coming doy 
I found my ſelf in a Cloud, which bei 
very thick, and I extreamly Light, I 
a great while intangled in it, before I coul 
fall down again; fo that they ſ{tay'd ala 
Time below ſpreading the Blanket, ai 
looking up without being able to 1magn 
what was become of me. By good Lua 
there was no Wind ſtirring ; for if thak 
had, the Cloud in marching would hajſea 
carry d me on one Side or t'other, and faſjit 
muſt have inevitably fallen to the Grout 
which could not have happend withahet 
hurting me very much. But a more dan 
rous Accident ſucceeded this; the laſt tw 
they threw me into the Air, I found mÞla 
ſelf amongſt a. Flock of Cranes, who at ſiſo 
were mightily ſurpriz d to fee me ſo hig 
but when they came near me, they toe 
me for a Pigmy, with whom you kno! 
Madam, they have perpetual War, 
thought I came to them as a Spy into ti 


on me with great Strokes of their Beall 
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4 &d with ſuch Violence, that I imagind 
thy felt ſtruck with a hundred Daggers. 
huhnd one of them that had taken me by the 
ico, purſu d me fo furiouſly, that ſhe did 
It leave me till I was in the Blanket. 
vhihis made my Tormenters afraid to ſend 
e ne back to the Mercy of my Enemies, who 
toſere now got together in great Numbers, 
loud hover'd in the Air, expecting me again. 
beight laſt they carry d me Home again in the 
I wane Blanket, but ſo diſpirited as never 
couljas Man. To tell you the Truth, this Ex- 
i lodciſe is a little too violent for one of my 
ander Conſtitution. I leave it to you, Ma- 
lagilam, to judge how cruelly 1 have been 
Ludealt with, and for how many Reaſons you 
' thake oblig d to condemn this Ac ion; and to 
halal plainly with you, bu that are born 
id faljith fo many commanding Qualitics,ſhould 
roumbink it of the hligheſt Conſequence to begin 
ithatimes to hate injuſtice, and to take thoſe 
What are opprels'd, into your Protection: I 
meleech you then, Madam, in the firſt. 


let, where I ſhall be waited on, and 


Pagnificently cntertain'd for a whole Week 
ell wy the two Ladics who were the Cauſe of 


pus Misfortune; that at one Corner of the 
| Room 
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Room they ſhall be continually ma 
Sweet-meats; one of them ſhall blow 
Fire, and other ſhall do nothing elſe 
put Syrup upon Plates to cool, and br 
it me as often as I have Occaſion. Thy 
Madam, you will do a Deed of Juſh 
worthy of ſo great and beautiful a Prin 


lt TS} t wrioc jc dh 


. 
and I ſhall be oblig d to be with the utmg ; 
Sincerity and Reſpect, 3 

os Tours, &&f ] 
1 
by . '£ 
To my Lord Cardinal De Ia V f 
5 LET TE. 1 
5 t 

| | 
LETTER XXII. 6 
My Lokp, e 
Am ſatisfy'd, that you old Cardin 3 
take more Authority upon you, ; 
thoſe of the laſt Promotion; becauſe hani u 
written many Letters to you, without 
ceiving one from you, yet you complif e 
of my Neglect. In the mean Time, ſeal 
ſo many well-bred Men, who aſſure 18 


that you do me too much Honour to 
of me at all, and that I am bound to 
to you, and to give my Acknowledgm 
I am reſoly'd to take their Counſel, a 
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Akif paſs over Il Sorts of Difficulties and Con- 
ſiderations of my own Intereſt. This then 
will give you to underſtand, that fix Days 

brif after the Eclipſe, and a Fortnight after my 
Thul Deceaſe, Madam the Princeſs, Mademoi- 
i& {elle de Bourbon, Madam du Vigean, Madam 
Aubry, Mademoiſelle de Rymbouillet, Made- 
moiſelle Panlet, Monſieur de Chaudebonne, 
and my ſelf, left Paris about Six in the 
&ef Evening, and went to La Barre, where 
Madam du Vigean was to give a Collation 
to the Princeſs. In our Way thither, we 
found nothing worth our Obſervation, but 
only that at Ormeſſon, an Englih Maſtiff 
came up to the Boot of the Coach to make 
his Compliment to me. Be pleasd to take 
| this along with you, my Lord, that as of- 
ten as I expreſs my ſelf in the plural Num- 
ber, as for Example, We went, we found, 
or we beheld, tis always to be underſtood, 
that I ſpeak in the Quality of a Cardinal. 
rd From thence we happily arrivd at La 
„ Barre, and enter d 2 Hall, where we trod 
upon nothing but Roſes and Orange-flowers. 
Madam the Princeſs, after ſhe had ſufh- 
mpiF ciently admir'd this Magnificence, had a 
, ſerf Mind to ſee the Walks before Supper : The 
ure ¶ Sun was then juſt ſitting in a Cloud of Gold 
and Azure, and gave us no larger a Share 
'of his Beams, than to ſupply a ſoft and 
gmel pleaſing Light: The Air was not diſturb'd 
„ and either with Wind or Heat; and it ſeem'd 
2 T | that 
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that Heaven and Earth were con{piring| 
with Madam du Vigean, in her treating the 
faireſt Princeſs upon Earth. After the hal 
paſs d through a great Parterre, and Gal 
dens full of Orange-trees, ſhe arriv d at th 
Entrance of an enchanted Wood, ſo thick 
and ſhady, that Authors conclude the Suu 
fince the Day of his Birth never enter d i 
till now that he waited on her Highnel 
thither. At the End of an Alley, which 
carry « the Sight out of Diſtance, we fou 
a Fountain, which alone caſt up a great 
Quantity of Water, than all thoſe of Tk 
together; about it were placd four an 
twenty Vzolins, which had much ado i 
make themſelves be heard, for the rumbluyg 
ot the Streams in falling. When we we 
got near enough, we diſcover'd in a certai 
Nich, within a Palliſade, a Diana of abo 
eleven or twelve Years of Age, and fain 
than the Foreſts of Greece and Theſſaly h 
ever {een : She bore her Bow and Arr 
in her Eyes, and was encompaſs with 
the Glories of her Brother. In anot 
Nich, not far diſtant, was another Nym 
fair and gentle enongh to paſs for one of 
Train: Thoſe who are not given to belie 
Fables, took them tor Mademoiſelles 4 
Bourbon and la Piande; and, to confeſs tl 
Truth, they reſembled them exactly. 
the Company was in a profound Silen 
admiring fo many different Objects, whit 


2 
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ring at once aſtoniſh'd. their Eyes and Ears, 
when on a ſudden the Goddeſs leap'd down 
ad from her Nich, and with a Grace, impoſſi 
ble to be deſcribd, began a Ball, which 
laſted for ſome Time about the Fountain. 
'Twas ſomewhat ſtrange, my Lord, that 
in the midft of ſo many Pleaſures; which 
t! were ſufficient to engage the whole Atten- 
e tion of their Spirits whd-enzoy'd them, yet 
VICE ye could not forbear to think of you; and 
foun jt was generally conaluded, that ſome- 
reat thing was wanting to our Happineſs, ſince 
Tiu neither you, nor Madam de Rambouillet 
r an were preſent. Then I took up a Harp, and 
do fung this Spamiſh-Stanza, T8 


wlin 1 „ 
wel. Pues quiſo mi ſuerte dura, 
ertaf Que faltando mi ſennor 


aba -- Iunbien faltaſſe mi Dama, _, 


ly hat and continu'd the reſt of the Song ſo very 
melodioufty, and with fuch an Air of Sad- 
\ nels, that there was not one of the Com- 
pany, but the Tears came into their Eyes, 
and they wept abundantly: Their Sorrow 
had endur'd much longer, had not the Vie- 
lins ſtruck up a - Sarabrand, with- great 
Spec and Preſence of Mind; upon which 
the Cynpany got upon their Feet, with as 
much Gayery, as it nothing in the World 
had happen'd, and fell into the Dance; 
thus leaping, capering, turning round, and 
Vo. I. F. harping 
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hopping, we return d to the Houſe, when 


we found a Table ready ſpread, and 


ſerv'd as if it had been ferv | | by 'Faines, £ 
This, my Lord, is one Paſſage of the Ad. 


venture, which is ſo ſtupendious, that nd 
Words are capable of expreſſing it; for 
there are neither Colours of Speech, na} 


Figures in the Art of Rhetorick, which can 


— « 


deſcribe ſix ſeveral Sorts of Potages, which 
ere at once preſented to the Sight. Ani 
what was particularly remarkable, tha 


there being none but Goddeſſes, and W- 
Demi-Gods at the Table, (viz.) Monfien} * 


Chandebonne and I, yet every one eat as heat! 
tily, and with as good Appetites, as if . 
had been neither more nor leſs than plai 


Mortals. And, to confeſs the Truth, : 


better Treat could not have been provide 
Amongſt other Things, there were tweln 
Diſhes, beſides other Fatables in Diſguike 
which were never feen before on any h 
man Table, and whoſe very Names haw 
never been fo much as mention'd in am 
Hiſtory. This Circumſtance, my Lord, b 
ſome diſaſtrous Accident, has been relate 
to Madam la Mareſchalle » an 
though immediately upon it, ſhe too 
twelve Drams of Opium beyond her ori 
mary Doſe, yet ſhe has never been able il 
cloſe her Eyes from that fatal Moment 
During the firſt Courſe, there was not 
much as one ſingle Cup went round to 7 if 

Healtit 
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Health; the Company was ſo intent upon 
the preſent Affair, and at the Deſert, we 


quite forgot it. I beg your Permiſſion, my 
Lord, to relate all Things as they paſs d, 


like a faithful Hiſtorian as I am, and with- 
out Flattery ; for I would not for the 
World, that Poſterity ſhould miſtake one 
Thing for another; and that at the End of 
two thouſand Vears hence, or thereabouts, 
Poſterity ſhould imagine your Health was 
drank, when really there was no ſuch Thing 
in Nature. Yet I muſt give this Teſtimony 


to Truth, that it was not for want of Me- 
mory; for, during all Supper-time, yu 


were often mention d; all the Ladies wiſh'd 
you there, and ſome gf them very hearti- 
ly, or I am much miſtaken. As we roſe 


from Table, the Sound of the Violins ſum- 
mon d us up Stairs, where we found a Cham- 


ber fo gloriouſſy lighted up, that it look d 
as if the Day, which was now below the 


Earth, had retird hither, and was aſſembled 


in one Body of Light. Here the Ball be- 


| gan aga in in better Order, and with more 
Grace than it had been danc'd about the 


Fountain ; and the moſt magnificent Part 


ol it, 2 Lord, was, that I footed 1t there 
m Perſon. 

muft confeſs, was of Opinion, that I danc'd 
| aukwardly ; but ſhe concluded, to my Ad- 
vantage, that I muſt be allow'd to fence 
well, becauſe that at the End of every Ca- 


Mademoiſelle de Bourbon, I 


E 2 dence 
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dence I put my ſelf upon my Guard: The 


all of a ſudden a great Noiſe, which was | 
heard without Doors, caus d the Company | 
red Paces from the Houſe, we beheld ſo 


that we verily believ'd all the Branches 


the Element of Fire was defcending into 


After we were recover d out of this great 
cles had plung d us, we reſolvd on our De 


Light of twenty . Flambeau. We paſsd 


Ball continud with much Pleaſure, till 


to look out at the Windows, where from | 
great Wood, which was about three hun- 


vaſt a Number of Fire-works iſſuing out, | 


9 10 


and Trunks of the Trees had been meta. 
morphosd into Guns; that all the Stan 
were falling from the Firmament, and that 


the middle Region of the Air. Here, my 
Lord, are three Hyperboles tack d together, 
which being valu'd at a moderate Price, an 
worth three Dozen of Fuſees at the leaſt. 
Fit of Extaſy, into which ſo many Mira | 


parture, and took the Way to Paris, by the 


through all the Ormeſſonnois, and the wide 
Plains of Eſpinay, without Reſiſtance, and 
went through the middle of St. Dems 
Being placd in the Coach, by the Side 
Madam ; 1 faid-a whole Miſerere 
her on your Behalf; to which ſhe reply 
with much Gallantry, and no lefs Civility 
We ſung in our Journey a World of Son 
Roundeaux, Roundelays, Lampoons, an 
Ballads, and were now half a. League by 


Monſieur V arTUREs Letters. 77 


vond St. Dennis, it being two a Clock in 
the Morning preciſely; the Fatigue of the 


Journey, watching, walking, and the pain» 
tul Exerciſe of the Ball, having made me 


ſomewrhat heavy, when there happened an 
Accident, which I yerily behev'd would 


have been my total Ruin. There is a cer- 


tain little Village, ſituate, ſay the Geogra- 


| phers, betwixt Paris and St. Dennis, and 
vulgarly calld La Vilette: At our going out 


of this Place, we overtook three Coaches, 
in which were thoſe numerical Violins 
which had been playing to us. Hereupon, 


| Satan entering into the Spirit ef Mademoi- 
ſelle, ſhe commanded; them to follow us, 
and togive Serenades all Night long to the 
poor innocent People of Paris, who. were 


aſleep, and dreamd not of her Malice. 
This diaholical Propoſition made my Hair 
riſe an End npon my Head; yet all the 
Company paſs'd a Vote in Favour of it; 
and the Word was juſt ready to be given, 


but, by a ſignal Providence, they had left 


their Violins behind them at la Barre; for 


+ which the Lord reward them. From hence, 
my Lord, you may reaſonably conclude, 


that Mademoiſelle is a dangerous Perſon 


in the Night, if ever there was any in the 


ny World; and that I had great Reaſon at 


Madam 's Houſe to ſay, that the Vio- 


il lins ought to be turn'd out of Doors, when 
| that peſtilent Lady was in Company. Well, 


, 2 we - 
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we continu d our Way happily enough; bu 
only, that as we enter d the Fanxbourgh, w. 
met ſix luſty Plaiſterers, as naked as eve 
they were born, who paſs'd dire&ly by th 
Coach, to the Terror of the Ladies. In fine 
we arrivd at Pais; and what I am noy 
going to relate, is indeed prodigious : Couk 
you imagine it, my Lord? The Obſcurit) 
was ſo great, that it cover all that val 
City; and inſtead of what we left it, no 
full ſeven Hours before, fill'd with Noiſt 
and with a Crowd of Men, Women, Hoy 
ſes, and Coaches, we now found nothin 
| but a deep Silence, a diſmal Deſart, 
frightful Solitude, diſpeopled Streets; ne 
meeting with any mortal Man, but onl 
certain Animals, who fled from the Lufty 
of our Torches. But the remaining Pat 
of the Adventure, you ſhall have, my Lon 
another Time. As Boyards tells you, 


Oui e il fn del Canto; e torno ad Orlands, 
Adio Signor, a voi me racromando. 


Th 
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To Madam de VIGEAN; with 
ſome Verſes which he had made, and 

which ſbe had deſir d of him. 


. t XXIII. 


M AD AM, | | 
J Have, at length, ſent you the Verſes. 
which you have ſo often defir'd of me, 
and. which, hitherto, tho they have been 
repeated to a few, yet. have. been read by 
none. Wonld to God they would meet 
with the ſame Fortune which has. 


attended you, who after you had {0 long 


conceal d the fineft Fhing in the Wor 


' ſhew'd it of a ſudden, and dazzled all the 


Beholders. But tis to be over-fond ot 
Trifles, to wiſh them fo much Felicity. 
Can I heartily wiſh that they had more 
Merit, ſince they were not made for you ? 
Yet the more wretched you find them, the 


greater will your Obligation be to me, 


ſince, tho' I am ſenſible of their Demerit, 


in Obedience to your Commands, I fend. 


x 
— 


them to you. To oblige me to which, it 
was neceſſary for you to have as much In- 


fluence over me, as that which you have 


lately acquird ; you may aſſure yourſelf, 
EA that 
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that theſe Trifles owe their very Being to 
your Command, and that otherwiſe they 


had exiſted no where but in my Memory. 
But it is now grown high Time to diſcharge 
it of them, and make room for a more a. 


grecable Objcet, ſince that which Madam 
ſhewd it ſo lately, takes it up ſo 
entirely, that there is room for nothing 
But, Madam, I begin to be ſen- 
fible, that inſtead of an Excuſe and a Com. 
plement, I ſend you a Billet Doux; yet,| 


elle in it. 


would to God I could as eaſily excuſe the 
reſt of the Faults you will find in it. 
the mean Time, I proteſt to you, that it is 


an Age ſince my Heart has been ſo dee ply| 


engagd ; and there are feveral Perſons: to 
whom I would not ſay halt what I have 
ſaid to you, tho their Daggers were held to 
my Throat. 


In 


* LAS 


170 


ö 
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Wh 
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But, Madam, ſince there i wh 


no Fear of Scandal, you onght to cheriſh} nc: 
this growing Paſſion, if it were but to ſee at wh 


what Rate I ſhould behave my ſelf, if If be 
came to bein Love in good earneſt, and to Vi 
what the Buſineſs would come, if I were af 
ſuffer d to go on. I am, Fla 
al tw; 

Madam, | ff 

FM ple 
E oO Tour, &c. the 
e Co 

tro 

tot 

Tot 
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snes 
u. : 33 + 8. 
8 To Mademoiſelle de RAMBOUILLET, 
+} on the Death of her Brother, who 
10 dy'd of the _ and whom ſhe at- 
16 tended 4 ts Sickneſs. 
SI} * r FO 
ps Þ LETTER XXIV. 
et, | CIT INS | | 
hel MADñ Au, 5 
In Hane no leſs Admiration for your 
18] Courage and good Nature, than Sym- 
I pathy with your Gricf, Iam fo highly ſen- 
to} lible of the one and the other, that if I were 
vel capable to render you thoſe Commendations 
 tof which ere juſtly due to you, and that Comtoxt 


i which you ſtand fo much in need of, I muſt 
ih nceds confeſs I hould be at a great ſtand 
at where to begin; for what Obhꝑat ions can 
f [ de of more Force, than to render to eminent 
to Virtue its due Merits, and to fuch violent 
ere Afflictions the Comfort they require? But 
Jam much to blame, to put a Diſtance be- 
I twixt thele two Things, ſince Charity has 
Fo perfectly united them, that the unexam 
pled Aſliſtance yon afforded your late Bro- 
ther, ſhould now prove an extraordiuary 
{Comfort to you ; and God beiboxws that 

vo out of Juſtice, which others.obtaimnront. 
{ot his pure Indulgence; his infinite GO. 
To © = + Ls 
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neſs being ſuch as will not ſuffer unre 


warded ſo exemplary an Act of Tender. 
neſs, as that which thro' a Contempt d 


your own Life, engag d you in the Offical 
of the beſt Siſter in the World, beyond the 


Bounds of all manner of Obligations, and 
by an admirable Conſtancy, made you af 


fur'd in the midſt of Danger that terrif M. 


the moſt brave and daring. Upon this Ac 


count, I am confident that he wall pre 
ſerve you from it, and ſhower on you the 


Reward of your Virtue, and the Bleſſing al: 


 Jot 
Te 
thi 


that are defird by, Bu 
1 r ane 

by C lie 

Tour bumble Servant, &tc 5 

0 _ C7 
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PR Es od my 
To the Marchioneſs of S ABLE Tr 
” ber 
LETTER XXV. 10 

litt 
MaDaM, IW 
I Can't tell of any better Way to eaſe ya hea 
as to the bad News you have alreadj tha 
receiv'd, than to put you out of Fear as "0 
yourſelf. Know then, I, who write thi ſon 
to you, have been three Days togethel — 


in the very Houſe, out of which two P 


ſo | 


re. 
ler. 
Wl 
ice 
the 
nd, 

af 


fel Ways perſwaded to leave the Houſe, as : 


Ac. 


pre. 
the 


Di 


you ever did in your Life, was your leaving 


dam de Rambouillet hath loſt her Grand- 


myſelf much concern'd, Madam, in the 


than the Loſs of fifty thouſand per Anmm, 


now gone out of your Family, would give 
ſome other more intereſted than yourſelf, . 
whyle the Rule of Moderation that governs 


Jour Mind, will not ſuffer fo great a Loſs 


of Paris, ſince it was a Time when all the 
Virtuous were to expect Perſecution. Ma- 


long as there was any Life left in him. 
| You may eaſily think, Madam, that no- 
thing could divert me from being continu-: 
ally with them, ſince you are not here: 
But Iam much afraid I ſhall frighten you, 
and that the Remedy I apply to your Af 
fiction is too violent for the Diſeaſe. Know - 
then, that I, who write to you, am not the 
Writer hereof, but have ſent it at leaſt a 
hundred Miles from this Place, to be co- 
'pyd out by a Man I never ſaw. I thinx 


do 
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ſons dy'd of the Plague. The beſt Thing 


| ſon, who in three Days made a {hitt to - 
die of the Plague; yet ſhe could not be any 


Trouble that now lies on you, and appre- 
bend that this Misfortune could not happen 
in a more unlucky Time; yet the Modera- - 
tion that your Mind is ſubject to, and the 
| little Value you have for the Things of this 
World, raiſe in me a Hope that you will 

bear theſe Afflictions with leſs Concern, . 


Hh 


. 
8 
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_ of mine; and tho you with my Happinely 
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to be an Affliction to you. But, Madam, 
1 muſt not, by a conſolatory Letter, think 
to anſwer the moſt obliging and kind Love. 
Letter in the Univerſe ; tor the latter Part 
of yours can't be term'd otherwiſe. My 
humble Addreſs therefore, Madam, is, that 
you would not repent of your writing fi 
obligingly to me as you have; for amon 

all my Diſcontents, I have entertain d that 
Joy as ſenſibly, as if I had known the 
greateſt Serenity in the World; and I can 
not conceive myſelf unhappy, whale I hay 
the Honour cf your Affection. I am h 
fortunate, and ſo confident, that I am naf 
in the leaſt Doubt of it; and my good For 
tune is great in this, that Ieiteem That the 
greateſt Gocd on Farth, which I concene 
myſelt the moſt aſturedly poſſeſs d of. To 
are fo well fatisfy'd with me, Madam, tha 


* 


I know you will more favourably receiu 


thoſe Aſſurances which I. expreſs of yout 
Affection, than thoſe that I might give yall 


m all Things; yet can yen not deſire an 
that I ſhould believe you love me. And 
thoſe that have ſeen what an Alterati 
rour Abſence hath wrovght in me, a 


Thing more advantagicus for me, thai 


= Re — | "RE: 
how great a Part of my Mind you hau 
taken away with you, may one Day fat 


fy you, that I, in ſome Meaſure; deft 
that Honour, But, Madam, I cannot fort 
bel 


5. 
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n, bear to tell you, that Monſieur le Maiſtre, 

k| who ſaw with what Tenderneſs I bad you 
e. farewel, will be better confirm'd in his for- 

rth mer Opinion, and hopes one Day to find 
If our Characters engrav'd together upon the 
att Trees of Bourgon; at leaſt, it is no ſmall 

o Satisfaction to me, that he hath obſerv d 
g the Acknowledgment and Immutability of 
at our Affections. For my Part, Madam, I 
het once more tell you, what I ſo much preſs'd 5 
a upon your Faith at our Departure, which 
is, That I ſhall never eſteem or 2dmire any 
Thing i in this World ſo much as I do you, 
and ſho! ever, with all manner of Re- 
ſpect, remain 


Tour bunkble Servant. xc. 


KEEN EE NE rrrrrrrrrrrrrerrr 
To Mademoiſelle De PAULE Tyr: 


25 LETTER XXVI. 


W 
P. the greateſt Happinefs 5 in the 


World to me to receive your Letter, 

jſt before I left Brufſels,anud with it ſo much 

_ Conſolation on the very Hrecf my Depan 

ture. Since that bleſſed Moment I have 

known no Diſturbance, tho' I have ſut- 

rd: a great. deal ot Pain; 5 tor] — not 
avec 
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and, to my unſpeakable Comfort, I am at 
this preſent writing in that School of Vir- | 
tue and Induſtry, calld an Army, where | 
the ſtouteſt are weary d out and founder d; 
yet, Madam, I am ſtill alive and luſty, 


——M———— — — — — 
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neſs as Oranges in France. I have viſited 
Places, where the moſt ancient Inhabitants 
cannot remember they ever beheld a Bed; 


and don't believe there is a Man in all the 
Troops in better Health than myſelf. I 
am at a loſs what to aſcribe ſuch a miracu- 
lous Strength of Conſtitution to, unleſs it 


be to ſome divine Power in your Letter; 


and methinks my Caſe reſembles that of 


thoſe Men, who perform more than human | 
Actions, after they have fortify'd them- 


ſelves with certain charming Characters 


As ſoon as I came hither, by the Favour | 


of Monſieur de Chaudeboune, I got myſelf 


liſted in a Troop of Cravates. I can aſſure! 
vou, Madam, without the leaſt Vanity, | 
that 


Have it ſaid, that a Man for whom ycu 
were ꝓleas d to ſhew ſome Concern, can be | 
umbuppy; and I ſhould be aſham'd to thew- | 
my Face again,. ſhould I ſuffer Fortune to, | 
have a greater Influence over me than your 
ſelf I have travelld ten Days, without 
the leaſt Intermiſſion, from Morning till 
Night. I have paſs d through Countrics, | 
where Wheat is as great a Curioſity as a 
Warming-Pan under the Line, and where 
Apples are preſerv d with as much Tender- 


N nnen ns eto doth 


| 


* * 


+ 8 a 2 


Dee, 


Monſieur V otTURE's Letters. 87 
that I have behav'd myſelf as gallantly as 
any of my Comrades. The Truth ow't, is, 
I have not as yet raviſh'd either Matron, 
Wite, or Maid; becauſe, to deal inge- 

nuonſly with yon, I have not as yet reco- 
rer d my full Strength, nor made my Car- 
1 | caſsamends for the Fatigue of my Journey. 

So all that I could do, was, to ſet two or 
three Houſes on Fire; but I grow ſtronger 


e and ſtronger every Day, and within this 


little while you may expect to hear Mirz- 


d | cles of me. To be ſerious with you, I am 


another ſort of a Man than when you laſt 


; | faw me; and I find my Valour fo ſfrangely im- 


proved, that Almanzor himfelf would have 
' hard Time to eſcape me: And yet I be- 
live, that how terrible ſoever I repreſent 


my ſelf, you dont take me for ſuch a Sort 


| moſt Reſpect, 


of a Monſter; but conclude I am not mach 
to be fear d, eſpecially by yon, Madam, 


IJ 


| fince you know you've an abſolute Aſcen- 
- | dant over me, and that I am, with the ut- 


Madam, 
Tour bumble Servant. 
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MADAM, ws 


OU ſhould hear from me oftener, | ar 
Ne were it in my Power, as it is always w. 
U in my Inclination. But the Miſchief ont, B 
ol! is, that, generally ſpeaking, we are forcd} er: 
to take up our Quarters in a Heatheuiſh| fi 
barbarous Country, where we may as well} pa 
expect to meet all the Niceties of 1 ic. ag ho 
Pen, Ink, and Paper. Beſides, it bing} thi 
expected I ſhould write with a Werl of | Fe 
Care and Circumſpection, I am fo ftraneely} Inc 
confounded, that I fall a trembling: when 
Fil take Pen in Hand, for Fear of excec« ing 
[hl © my Bounds, which 1 endeavour all that 
114 || 1 lies in my Power to avoid. Even at his 
preſent I am almoſt at my Wits Ends. for 
writing Things which it were more conve-| 
| nent not to mention, and {uch, per aps Ie 
1 which you are far from approving. or II 


Cz Tt: 


— 


— - - * 
— ——— — — CET — 


2 


remember, in your laſt Letter, you forbad met trie, 
1 to ſpeak of Love; and I am forc dite obey 78 
1 you, without diſputing your Orders, tho 
11 Jcommit never ſo great a Violenc unn 2 
myſelt ; and yet, Madam, I caund: or 

9 


N 


& 


rer my Paiſion for the War may be, yet 
[ have another that is much more preva- 


| lent in me; and it will be allow'd on all 


ands, I ſuppoſe, that cur firſt Inclina- 


| tions are ever the ſtrongeſt. Hitherto we 
have met with nothing to oppoſe ns. We 
| daily make nearer Approaches to the *Coun- 


try of Melons, Figs, and Muſcadine Grapes; 
and we are marching to fight in a Place, 


Bilins, but ſuch as are mingled with Flow- 
ers of Oranges and Pomegranates. But I at- 
ſure you, Madam, that I ſhould willingly 


| throwing myſelf this Moment at your 


lie on the Title of Conqueror, as that of 
being, e 1 61-3 | +4: 
A Madam, 0 

| Tour obedient Slave, 
VorLTURE. 


To 


1— 


* 


— 


* He means Italy or Spain, which are the Coun- 


' Tis of theſe laſt that Seignior Berni ſaid, 

0h frutto ſopra agni altro benedetto 

Bun ina xi, nel mexxo E dietrs paſta 

Ma inanxi bone, & di dietro perfetto. 

Oh thou beſt of Fruit! good before Meals, good in the 
muldſt of Meals, but, above all, moſt excellent after Meals! 


| | 
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bear to let you know, that how great ſoe- 


where it will be impoſſible for us to gather 


part with all the Advantages that I may 
| hope from a Victory, for the Honour of 


Feet; and that I ſhan't ſet fo great a Va- 


tries for Figs, Peaches, Oranges, Grapes, and Melons, 
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che Lois he he he ee why hv te hy 


7 To Mademoiſelle PAULET. 
EETTER III. 


MA DAM, 


Fou muſt believe the Change of Ait it! 


has not chang d my Inclinations at 


all; for FH aſſure you nothing can alter 


me in any Thing that relates to you. It 
you believe, my Affection is of all Prices 


you muſt alſo believe that thoſe Prices an 


juſt and proportionable to the Value of the 
Perſon; and as long as I ſhall follow t 
Kule, you may be certain of the grat 


Eſteem in my Heart; if that be juſt ifi 


ble to my Reaſon, I'm ſure it is to my Ins 
clination, and you may beheve I ne er {ha 
endeavour to ſtifle the Paſſion I have for 

Tou that ſay I can't conſtrain my 
ſelf, and that I have not Prudence in what 


regards my Happineſs; I have none greate! 


Ty 


pre 
ha- 
| W9 
you 
me 
| Ty 


1 
: 


than to honour you, and to call oſten to my 


Memory the Goodneſs and Beauty v 


are Miſtreſs of: Tho all the Preſents y 
have made me be Poiſon, I receiv'd th 
heartily, and will always do the ſame 
every Thing that comes from you. I hav 
been very glad, Madam, to. find my ju 


Ad 


; 
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, | fication in that very Place you thonght to 
D | convict me; the two black Beaus, in the 
'| Stanza of the Boys, ſhew, that it was not 
deſign d for the Lady; ſhe deſervd that 
Name, as well as Madam de Nenfvic; and 
1 aſſure you that the Pocket- Book came 
into her Hand the ſame Way; the Buſineſs 
of Madam le Mandate is more innocent; 
and if you have open d ſome of the Letters, 
Ar it is Malice in the higheſt Degree to charge 
me with it. I read with Confuſion the 
lter Stanza you ſent me, and. I find myſelf 
more guilty in making bad Verſes, than 
ces bad Gallantry; which ow my Guilt fo 
af plainly, that ſince Monſieur de Chaudebonne 
las made my Peace with Madam de Rams 
at bomllet, J have learn'd more Wit; for I 
| muſt confeſs, I was a great Sot at that 
ef Time that Madam du Pleſis ſaid I was fo 
Inf pretty: But, Madam, pray, when they 
"all have a mind to affront me, I defire you 
for would have no Hand in't. They write to 
my} your Huſband to take care of me, and wrap 
het me up in Silk and Cotton, yet at the ſame 
ate Time endeavour to kill me. I find the 
Advice of Madam de Bourbon excellent, 
which is to preſerve me in Sugar; but 
there muſt go a great deal to ſweeten fo 
much Bitterneſs; and when they had done 
all, I ſhould taſte but like a little candy d 
ar? Citron. I cannot find Words to acknowledge 
the extraordinary Honour ſhe does me, in 
remembering 
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remembering me; I with Aurora: (for that We 
Name becomes her well) be tollow'd with Lil 
as fine a Day as ſhe deſerves, and that all the 
the Days of her Life be exempt from Cloud ind 
and as clear and ſerene as her Face and haf pla 
Wit. I humbly kiſs the Hands of Madan as 
de Clermont, and her Daughters, with ml Co 
Thanks to Mr. Godean for the Verſes he m 
ſent me; I find them like the reſt of h 00 
Works, which with Pleaſure I read even me 
Day, and which indeed is the greateſt Pu fal 


of the Study of the 
Fs 15 * ei anc 
Tour humble Servant, & the 
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To Monſieur De CHAUDEBONNY of 
= | 1 at, 
LETTER XIX. |. 

1 5 ut 
81 R, To. ſey 
e to you ten or twelve Days 29 for 
and return d you Thanks for the tui ſid 
Letters which I have at length recew# Gr 
from you. If you were but ſenſible of theSatij do 
faction they brought with them, you wou &. 
be ſorry for not having writ to me ofteneſ m 
and for not frequently repeating the Conllf th 
lation of which I had ſo much need. By 


arid, which is the agrecableſt Place = k ha 
„„ f 
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N World for thoſe who at once are luſty and 
ith} Libertines, is the moſt' difconfolate for 
all thoſe who are regular, or thoſe who are 
A indifpos'd. And in Leut, which is the 
Players Vacation, I do not know fo much 
an} as one Pleaſure that a Man can enjoy with 
mil Conſcience. My Melancholy here, and 
my want of Company, have produc'd a 
i good Effect in me; for they have reconei ld 
ent me to Books, Which I had for a Time for- 
Pant faken; and being able to meet with no o- 

mer Pleaſures, J have been forc'd to taſte 
and to reliſn that of Reading. Prepare 
W then to {ee me a Philoſopher as great as 
your ſelt; and conſider how faſt a Man 
*## muſt come on, who for ſeven whole Months 
has ſtudy d, or has been ſick: For if one 
NH of the chief Things that Philoſophy aims 
flat, is a Contempt of Life, the Stone-Cholick 
is certainly the · beſt of Maſters; and Plato 
and Socrates perſwade us leſs efſicaciouſly. 
It has lately read me a Lecture, that laſted 
ſeventeen Days, which I ſhall not quickly 
forget; and which has often made me con- 
Wider how very feeble we are, ſince three 
Grains of Sand are ſufficient to caſt us 
down. Bit if it determines me to any 
&&, ir hall not at leaſt be- that,. which 
maintains that Pam is not ang Evil, and 
that he whois wiſe is at all Times happy. 
But whatever befals me, I can neither be 
happy nor wiſe without being near to *. 

| ANC 


ſome Excuſe that I have none but w 
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and nothing can make me one or the othg ,, 
4o much as your Preſence, or your Example 
Yet am I very uncertain when I ſhall þ 
able to leave this Place; and expectig 
both Money and Men, which are comm 
by Sea, and which are two Things that 4 
not always keep touch with us, I appn 
hend my remaining here longer than] f. 
could wiſh; therefore I make it my hu g. 
ble Requeſt to you, that you would not inf f 
get me fo long as you have done, and thy |. 
you would teſtify, by doing me the N 5, 
nour of writing to me, that you are ca Fe 


vinc'd of the real Aſfection with which 1x 


am 7 bu 
£07, 
Tn * Leeder eee lie 
eee eee det 
2 to 
To Mademoiſele de PA U IL E I 10 
. an 
LETTER M. "iy 

Yi) 
MAD AM, n 
Ow 


IF tis a Fault in me to have any Sati 
faction out of your Sight, at .leaſt ,. 


you give me. "Tis you that are the Call 
of all "7 Pleaſure; and tho'I have lat 


been to ſee the Eſcurial and Aranjuex, con 
been at Bull-Feaſts, I thould have ſeen N ny; 


3 


| 5 = 
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& thing agreeable in Spain, if I had not re- 
 cejv dyonr Letters here. Your Cares caſe 
me of the greateſt Part of mine; and 
I Tm no longer unhappy, when Tconfider 
that you have not forgot me. This Obli- 
A pation is ſo great, that I don't think any 
My peſides myſelf would ever be able to repay 
n it. But if you'll pleaſe to remember, you'll 
find, I pay d for it before-hand;; and fince 
the very firſt Moment that I had the Ho- 
nour to know you, there has not paſsd a 
Day in which I have not deſervd all the 
Favour you can ever ſhew me. I'm ſure, 
ch Madam, you won't afcribe this to Vanity, 
dut to the great Fſteem I have for the Paſ- 
ſon with which I honour you, and to a Be- 
lief which I have, that a perfect Affection 
deſerves every Thing. That which I have 
to ſerve you, is in ſo high a Degree, that 
nothing beſides yours is able to reward it; 
and tho you had given me Life a hundred 
Times, and with that all the Riches in the 
World, you would ſtill be deep in my Deht, 
unleſs you gave me your Love too. 1 
Joen in one Thing you are pretty conſci- 
Jentious; not being able to give me what 
is my Due, yon endeavour to content me 
otherwiſe, and to cover a Piece of Injuſtice 
vith a great deal of Civility. But all the 
fine Words in the World, are not to be 
| compar'd with the ſmalleſt Particle of good 
+ Will; tho' if any might, they'd certainly 
be 
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always ſurpriz'd to, find, that tho' I receiy 
a great Packet from you, there is but a li ,. 
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be yours, neither would you have any Oe} , 
caſion to borrow of any Body elſe. IA , 


tle Letter in it; and that what is writte f. 


with your own Hand, is but the leaſt Pa , 


of what you ſend me. As I remember, x 
hardly ever had the Honour to lee youg ſi 
your Houſe, but there were five or ſix Pep { 
ſons in the Room with you; ſo you talf 1, 
care to put as many into your Letters, ad 4} 
never write to me but in publick. But yg ,, 
muſt not imagine, that this will make nf 1. 
ſpeak to you with eer the leſs Boldneſ 3 


Il make thoſe my Confidents, whom ye Pf 
ſeem to have conſtituted my Judges; If n, 
J had rather let them know ny Sccuf {1 


than let you not know it. But to ſpeak © hu 
riouſly, (tor I know, Madam, you wolf kj; 


not for the World that I ſhould mean whore 


I ſay) inſtead of complaining of this, Hher 
have Reaſon to return you a thouſaſ me 
Thanks for the Honour you cauſe meſſy, 
receive from ſo many deſerving Perſa voi 
and what I could never have pretendediſ C 


but thro' you. I own, tho? I can't erh. 


wiſh for more Pleaſure than I take in ph; 
ing your Letters, vet I am extreamly glfelf 
when you do ſurpaſs my Wiſhes, and procuſſtles 
me more Satisfaction than I could deſiſ ee. 
If I an't deceiv'd, there were in your Heom 


ſome Lines of the beſt Hand in the Wolltfay - 


V 
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* and I receiv'd them with the ſame Venera- 
In tion, as they formerly gather'd together 
I the Leaves wherein the Sybil wrote her O- 
if racles. I have a greater Eſteem for thoſe 
four Verſes, than 2 all Matherbes Works; 
an and tho' I have ſeen ſome that were upon 
1, Love, and in Praiſe of myſelf, yet PII af 
& ſure you I never read any Poetry that was 
# {o agreeable to me. I can't tell how it is, 
but I can neither {ee nor hear any Thing 
mW that comes from that Perſon, but what 
touches the very Bottom of my Soul; and 
Ican't conceive how it happens, that Eſteem 
Wk and Re ſpect ſhould in me have the ſame 
N Effects as a violent Paſſion. Tho' you ſay 
> © nothing to me of Madam de Clermont, Pm 
ci ſure the can't have forgot me; and I moſt 
k N humbly beſecch you, Madam, to be fo 
vou kind as to tell her, that J endeavour to 
n grow better every Day, in order to deſerve 
ther Aflection. The Sermons you preach to 
Mme, and the Books you {end me, are of no 
me i ſmall Service to me in this Deſign. I thank 
rioWyou for the Pſalm ; but pray, why in the 
edi Condition J am in ſhould you ſend me 
e Things ſo mournful 2 What better Para- 
in phraſe can there be of the Miſerere, than my 
Y Self? 1 have, at length, got St. Paul's Epi- 
roMftles. The two Books you ſent me, one in 
deſiſ December, and tother fix Weeks ago, are 
ar Home to me both the ſame Day; and, as 
WoMftaras I am able to judge, the Man whom 
Vor. I. "PM you 


- zu) 


—_ _— 
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— 


of the grcateſt Men in all Hance. Amongſtſ h; 


ſure in reading it. I would ſay more of it} be 
but I cant for one Hour at leaſt admire any Y 
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you repreſented to me to be ſo little, is one | 


other Things, I thought the Preface per] V 
fectly ſine, and I took abundance cf Plex th 


Thing beſides Mademoiſelle de Rawlonilleth le 
I trcely confeſs, Madam, (whether tis Stuf ® 
pidity or Preſumption I can't tell) I behelff R 
without Jealouſy all the fine Things ya ” 
took care to ſay to me: But when I hal © 


read the Ar ſwer of the fortunate Djanta ty 5 
Lanucellt of the Lake, I was not able 1 
Jan 


gueſs who could write it; and not to Ie 
was very uneaſy to think that it was nd th 
myſelf. I calltd to mind all the Perſons d be 
Wit Jever knew, to find out who could bf 1 
the Author ef it, and all would not def fn. 
Bat when your Letter, which I alway L 
keep 'til! the laſt, had inform'd me AH 
*twas, I own I was tranſported with tha Doe 
greateſt Joy I have been ſenſible of tlij it 

long Time. "Twas a great Faſe and Con Nay 
fort to me, to ſee that this Glory was d Ra 

to one whom II already honour'd ſo mud Wc 

and on whom I had beſtow'd fo much of 
Wit, that 1t may be doubted whether we 
was hers or mine that ſhe employ'd in wh” 
ting ſo pretty a Letter. Really ſhe ſeen} 
to be Miſtreſs of that cf all the Wor [ot 
her Genius is fo turn'd to every Thin 11 
Perhaps ſhe may take it ill, but it ſhe dog Be 
: 1 call 
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I can't help telling you, that I had like to 
have remain'd in the ſame Incredulity, 
' wherein I was once with relation to ano- 
"| ther Miracle of her Wit; and I could not 
believe 'twas poſſible the could write fo 
well upon ſuch a Subject, having never 
read any Books of that Nature. But this 
| mult be conceivd by Faith, and not by 
\ Reaſon; and as ſhe writes Hiſtories where- 
in all the Paſſions are repreſented, without 
wall ever having felt one of them; as ſhe de- 
ul {rides Italy and Spain, without having 
do much as ever ſeen the Maps of them, 
br: and as ſhe knows every Foot of Ground in 
nad the whole World, without having ever 
ie been beyond Chartres; o, without be- 
d ing at all converſant in the old Romances, 
dal the talks the Language of Lanncelot of the 
vant Lale better than Queen Genevora herſelt 
| could have done; and I believe ſhe could 
ty peak Arabick too, it the had a mind to try. 


ya 


- thi if mult be conte{sd, the's a Perſon very 
Conf hard to be underitood ; and if Madam de 

s MM Ramhanillet is the molt perfect Thing in the 
nnd World, her Daughter is the moſt to be ad- 
of mp wür d. But you are to conſtrue my Pratlcs, 
her Madam, with the Reſtriction every one 
n ul muſt make that knows you. Yet 'twas 
ſent well for me, that I had not this Teſtimony 
World of her Wit *till the lent me one of her Ci- 
vility too; for 'twould have given me very 
krcat Uncaſineſs, not to love one tor whom 
| | 1 Was 
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I was forc'd to have ſo preat an Eſteem, ! 
1 The five or ſix Lines ſhe did me the Honout 
LEW to write me, were receiv'a by me with all 
1 the Reſpect, Love, and Joy that ihe can 
imagine, and wholly eſtacd the Reſent 
ment I conceivd at her tother Letter 
One of the Advantages which ill-natur | 
People have over thoſe who are not fo, is 
that all the Favours they beſtow are much} | 
better receiv d than ordinary, and the Ref | 
rity ſeems in ſome Meaſnre to add to the} | 
) 
[ 
t 
f 


„ 


Value of the Action. Tho ] am ſenfiblet © 
that ſhe ſhews me this Kindneſs only, that 
I may be the more concern'd at her future 

all Ufage yet I cant help ſuffering myſell 
to be deceiv d by it; and I love her now 2 
much as if ſhe were the ſweeteſt temper}. 
Creature upon Earth. As for the Re 
proaches which ſhe reſerves for me againſt 
{ome other Day, this Threat does not make 
me er the leis deſirous of having the Ho 

Nour to ſee her; and J fliall then make ſe 

N good a Defence, that fhe will find I have 

WY deſervd Thanks, even in thoſe very Thing 

1 in which ſhe believes me guilty. Amidl} 

19 an infinite Number of Things in your Let 
! BL | ter, which gave me a great deal of Satih 

14 faction and Pleaſure, I read with partic} 

ti lar Joy what you tell me about that wor 

thy Gentleman. I have long wiſh'd fa}. 
ſome Proof of his doing me the Honour tor = 

member me. I ſhan't be afraid to 1 
| | | | that 10 


a ho as. þ 


= 
9 
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that theres not a Man in the World I 
reſpet ſo much as him; but I durſt not tell 
you how much I love him, for tear the Inte- 

reſt of 3 Huſband ſhould make you 
take it ill, and npbraid me with miſplacing 
my Attection. You,who make it a certain 
Rule, that all ſuch People are inca- 
pable of loving, ſhould however make 
tome Exception for him; and 2s I hare 
heard you ſay more than onee, that hc 


had more Generoſity than any of the reſt, 


you may allo believe he has more Friend- 
ſhip. But cven tho he had utterly forgot 
me, it would not have been in my Power _ 
to retrench any thing of the Paſhon J have 

for him. I can no more reſiſt this Incli- 


nation, than I can that u hich I have for 


you; and Ican't imagine why you ſhould 
wonder at my loving an ungrateful Friend, 
when you know how long I have lov'd an 
ra :tctul Miſtreſs. Without lying, even 
when I thought he did not in the leaſt 
think of me, I could not walk in a fe 
Evening in the * Prada, without wiſhing 
him with me. If I had him here at My 
did, I would carry him to Doors which 
open more eaſily than yours, and where 
we might be better receiv'd than we were at 


9 your 


CT 


— 


The Prada at Madrid is a publick 1 Place to w 0 
W, much the my as our Pur. 
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IN |! your Houſe. There are in this Place cer. 
400 tain Animals, call'd by the People of the 
Country Morenifts, whoſe Form of Body i} 
very agreeable, and Skin extreamly ſoſt; 
who are gocd humonr'd, britk, and plez- 
fant, very eaſily tamd, and naturally} 
Friends to Mankind. The freſh Air of the 
Night, which they love to breathe, make 
them generally to be found in the Streets 
at that Time; and, as he is curious in this 
Sort of Things, I know he'd be very glad 
to ſee ſome of them. I humbly beg you, 
1 Madam, to whom I am indebted for ſo ma. 
| ny Obligations, to uſe all the Credit you} 
| have with him, to make him do me the 
Wit Honovr to remember me; and if you can 
1 get him to love me, I give you a Reſpite 
of fix Months in what you owe me. I 
don't know whether or no your Servant 
has done me the Honour to write to me; 
I am ſtill bie, with as much Reſpect and} 
Eſteem as ever. At the Bottom of your| 
Letter are three different Hand-writings; 
| but I could not gueſs whoſe, and I dont} 
know whether I ever {aw them before or 
no. I had a Deſign to get them anſwerd} 
1 by three Spamards of my Acquaintance; 
10 | 8 but IT had not Time, being very near my 
WET | Departure. I hope I ſhall leave this Place 
| | || 1 ORE in three or four Days, to begin the Tour ! 
| inferm'd von ef, and go viſit P tugal and 
| Audaln ia. Some of my Friends would fain 
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diſſwade me from it, upon Account of the 


Heats which reigu there at this Time of 
the Lear; but J am reſolv'd to fee a little 
of the World. to get Wit; and in order to 


make myſelf Amends for a Winter which 
I have been here without warming my ell. 


I intend to go in the Dog-Days to Af; iow, 
and ſpend the Summer in a Country where 
the Swallows ſpend the Winter, The Ha- 
zards I muſt run in this Voyage, dont de- 
ter me, and perhaps I might run yet grea- 
ter, were I with you. All that vexes me, 
is, that if I die in it, Mademoiſelle de Ram- 
bouillet will have the Pleaſure to ſay, it was 
but three Years ago ſhe foretold I ſhould 
die in four. Rut one whom you put into 
your Prayers, Madam, may hope tor bet- 


ter Succeſs than that comes to. I don't 


know whether I have a great while to live ; 
but T think T have a great many Years 


Love in Stock for you; and my Aﬀections 


being ſo great and perfect, I can't conceive 


2 
Madam, 
Joy; Kc. 


— ! — 
* -. 
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AE pain, 


_ 'tis poſſible I ſhould ſo ſoon ceaſe to 
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Mi o Mademoiſelle PAUi fr. 


— — A 


LETTER XXXL 


MA AM, 

Here was only one Thing wanting to 
1 your Adventures, and that was to be 
a Priſoner of State; I have given you} 
here the happy Cccaſion of being ſuch: 
Fortune, who has omitted no Opportunity 
of bringing you into Play, will, mall Pro- 
bability, make her Advantage of this. I 
know very well that I bring you into Dan. 
ger by writing to yon, yet cannot even 
that Reflection reſtrain me. From whence| 
you may conclude, that there is no Rulk| 
which I would refuſe to run, to refreſh your] 
Rememberance of me, ſince I can reſolve 
10 endanger even you, who are dear and 
valuable above all the reſt of the World to 


me. I tell you this, Madam, at a Time} 


when I would not lie, no, not in a Com- or 


pliment; for I would have you to know, 


that I am much the better for the Diſtempet 
which I have lately had; it has caus d me 
to aſſume ſuch good Reſolutions, that if I 
had them not, I could be contented to pur-þ 
chaſe them with all my Health. I plainly} 


foreſce, 
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foreſee, that this will but divert you, you 
who are conſcious to fo much of my Weak- 
neſs, and who will never believe that I 
can keep ſingle Reſolutions, I who have 
broken ſo many Vows; yet nothing is 
more certain, than that l have hitherto be- 
held the Spaniſb Beauties with as much In- 


difference, as I did the Flemiſh at Bruſſels ;, 


and I hope to grow a Convert in the very 
Place of the World in which the Tempter 
is ſtrongeſt, and where the Devil reſumes. 
as glorious Shapes as what he put off when 
he fell. The Reformation is ſo great in 
me, that I have but one Scruple remaining, 
which 1s, that I'think too often of you, 
and that I deſire to {ce you again with a lit- 
tle too much Impatience. I, who have 
moderated the reſt of my Paſſions, have 


been unable to reduce that which I have 


tor you, to the Meaſure with which we are 
permitted to love our Neighbours, that is 


do ſay, as much as we do ourſelves; and I 


fear you have a larger Share in my Soul, 


than | ought to allow a Creature. Look 


out, I beſeech you, for a Remedy tor this, 


; 


: 
F 


, 


or rather for an Excuſe for it; for as for a. 
Remedy, I believe there is none, and that I 
muſt be always, with the utmoſt Paſſion, 


Madam, 
Jos 


te, 


4 
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To the ſame. 


LEtTT*4 XXXIL- | 


MAM, 
O great a Misfortune as mine, wanted 
0 no leſs Conſolation than that which I 
lately receivd from you; and I lcok'd en 
your Letter, as a Pardon which Heaven 


granted me after my Sentence: I can call 
by no other Name the News which obligt 
me to return to this Place; and I can aſſure 


you that Sentence of Death is oftentimes 
leſs rigorous. But ſince, in the midſt df 
all my Misfortunes, 1 have the Honour to 
Le remember d by You, to complain would 


be ill-becoming of me; for methinks he 


may diſpenſe with the Favours of Fortune, 
whois happy enough to obtzin yours. This 
is the Reaſon that I ſhall make Uſe of to 


comfort myſelf, for the Necetlity of fe. 


maining here; and not that which you urgd 


in yours, That it is better to be an Exile in 
a forcign Land, than to be a Priſoner in one 


cn Country : For, alas! you know but! 
ene half of my Miſery, if you are not 


* 


convincd that I am both together; and i 


you judge of the Matter rightly, you 2 


find, that two Things, which feem very in- 


confiitent, are to be found in me, wiz. to 
be banithd, and a Priſoner at the ſame 


Time. You will find it difficult to inter- 
pret this Riddle, unleſs you call to Mind, 
that I have always been us'd to mingle a 


Pram cf Love in my Letters: For it, as 


you ſay, I am allow'd ſome Liberty here, 


of which I ſhould be depriv'd in France, 1 


beſcech you let it be that of aſſuring you, 

that there is a great deal of Paſſion mix d 
with the Affection which I expreſs for your 
Service. I ſhould indeed be ungrateful, if 
I jhould diſcover but an ordinary Friend- 

{hip for a Perſon who does ſuch extraordi- 
nary Things for me; and I am oblig d to 
fll in Love, at leaſt, with your Generofity. 
I have been acquainted what Care a Gen- 

tleman and a Lady have taken to enquire 
of my Welfare, which is an additional Ob- 


ligation to one whom they had extremely 


obitg d before. For all the reſt, they have 


icenid bury in fo profonnd a Silence, that 
for fix Months together I have heand not 
| the leaſt mention of them. Whether this 


comes from their Forgetfulneſs, or from 


their Prudence, I am inable to determine; 
pet Forge tfulneſs may be allow'd an Exc ule 
| tor Silence, but a dumb Remembrance is 


without Defence. I leave you to conclude, 
_—_ how much Luſtre this reflects 

| what you have done tor me, and how 
F 6 much 
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much I am oblig' d tO you for 2 long Letter. 


at a Time, when others have been atraid to 
tend me their Service. Therefore let me 
aſſure you, that tho I am unable to make 
ſuitable Returns to ſuch Goodneſs, I eſteem 
it, at leaſt, and extol it as it deſerves; and 
that Jam, as much as a Man can poilibhy 
be, 

Madem, 


* * IO 


r 


Jour, &c. 
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To Monfieur De PUY-LAURENS. 


LETTER XXXIII. 
81, | | 
Receiv'd the Letter you did me the Ho- 
nour to write me, with mere Joy than 


I did expect ever to have here; and I, who 


have fo many Things to deſire, and am ſo 
far from all Places where I with to be, ſaw; 
myſelf layguiſhirg in a Labyrinth of Di 
quietudes, unable to get out without great 
Difficulty, do now find my 1 houghts quiet! 


and ſcrene from all anxious Fears, ſince lf 


ſce you remember me; and if tis true, that 


I have fome Part in your Eſteem, it will 


over-balance all the Troubles of my Life; 


1 
' 
| 
| 


. * 
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thoſe to whom you gave Wealth and Ho- 
nour, were not ſo well rewarded as I am. 
] have read your Letter over and over, 
with the ſame Tranſport as the moſt paſſio- 
nate Lover could a Billet from his conſent- 
ing Miſtreſs; and it is, I'll aſſure you, the 
greateſt Satisfaction 1 cer receiv d in this 
Country. The little Health I have had, 
would not permit me to have any Diver- 


tiſement; neither ſaw I auy Woman, but 


in the P.ada, or on the Stage; and lo, 
withcut doing myſelf any Violence, I a- 
gree with you in what you {aid in Preju- 


dice of the Ladies of Madrid, in Favour of 


thoſe of Bruſjols ; and before their Preſer.ce, 


or yours, can oblige me to be compliant, 1 


yield from this Moment to whatever ycu 
an think or ſay to their Advantage; their 
Innocence, their Youth, and Beauty, for 
which you ſay you do eſteem them, are 
(ualities we can never ſee here in one Per- 


ſen; neither are they common with you, 
I am perſwaded; but I can gueſs the Rea- 


fon why you take their Parts with ſo much 
Paſſion ; and, if I err net, if the [Cauſe be 
the ſame which I imagine, I ſhouid wrong 
both my judgment and Inclination tothink 


otherwiſe than what you do; for I muſt 


own with you, that if Xaiife, Daraxa, and 
Galiana, fhould return into the World again, 
yet would Spam have nothing to oppoſe 
her. All the Aitifice they uſe here, and 

the 
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beautiful. The moſt celebrated Beauty we 
have here, is no more comparable to her, 


only farniſh'd us with deſirable Beauties; 


ces, I never ſhall aſk more than your 
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fo 


the Illuſions by which they appear m fl 


they are not, cannot repreſent a Form ſo 


than Braſs and Ebony to Gold and Ivory; 
and the neareſt Compariſon I can make, | 
would retemble her no more, than a fine! 
Night does a fine Day; and I now repent 
of my raſh: Declaration, in faying Spain} 


ſince only one of the Court, where you are, 
is {ſufficient to convince the World to the 
contrary. The cnly Advantage we have 


of you, is, our Ladies are more amorcus; 


yet I doubt the univerſal Truth on't ; for 
if the ſame Fortune you have had every | 
where, follows you in Flanders, you will 
teach ſome of them not to be excel hd, even 
in that. But I refer this Diſcourſe, till 
have the Satisfaction of being nigh pou, | 
and have the Fonour of your Converſa-! 


tion, the Hopes cf which doubles my im- 


patient Wiſhes for my Return. I conjure 
you, remember your Promiſe, and take | 
Care that the Multitude of your ven- 
tures deface not the leaſt Part of me in vouur | 
Breaſt. And whereas thoſe that are near | 
you, require Favours, Penſions, and Pla- 


Friendſhip, nor do I think yon can give me 
any Thing more valuable from the Num- 
ber of your Acquaintance; the very Fire 

. you | 


; 
] 
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you have chole to ſtamp the Mark of 
Friendſhip on, makes me admire the Solt- 


dity of your Judgment, and the Prudence 

| of your Conduct, in contradicting the bare 

Practice of the World, in being more libe- 

ral of your Wealth than of your Heart; 

and Tam proud of nothing ſo much, as of 
being admitted into the Number of, 


Sir, 


Tour bumble Servants, &c. 


„ ee - -- ..- 


To the ſame. 


LETTER XXXIV. 


3811. 


OU have included in five or ſix Lines 
every Thing in the World that's moſt 
agreeable to me; and in promiſing me the 
Preſence of my Maiter, your Converſation 


and your Friendſhip, you have anſwer d all 


my Wiſhes To compleat theſe Hopes, no 


Difficulties can ſeem inſupportable to me; 
the Sea will be croſs d with Pleaſure, to go 
to enjoy ſo much Happineſs; and all the 


greateſt Men in the World formerly us d 
5 0 
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to undertake Voyages upon Accounts les 


valuable. But I mult firſt break the En. 


chantments of AMadi id, and overcome the! 
Deſtiny (f this Court, which will force 
every Body to ſtay ten or twelve Month 


longer than they deſign d to do. This is ſo 


true, Sir, 


me back a hundred and twenty Miles; 
I am now as ſtrongly engag to it as ever 
However, I have tome Hopes from what 
you ſay you have written in my Favour; 
and if this Adventure is to be finiſh'd by 


cne of the worthieſt Men in the World, I 
believe I ſhall be indebted to You for my 


Deliverance. I know, Sir, it won't be one 


cf the ereateſt you ever put an EId to, 


Unt I am fure it will be one of the-moit dit: 


ficult and moſt juſt; for really you are in 
ſome Meaſure oblig d to take Care of one, 
and 
in che Place where you are, nothing is f 


who honours you {0 ſincerely as I do; 


hard to _ as Affections ſo pure as mine 


Thoſe who poſſeſs ſuch Poſts as you.s, are 
a great many! 
fear them, all ſacrifice to them, but few| 


generally usd like Gods; 


love them; and tis caſier for them to find 
Adlorers, than Friends. For my Part, Sir, 
I have always look d upon you, in vont 
pak Character. _ t trom cverv Thing 

that Hreig gn to it: I behold Things in 
you, | 


that having made an Endea vou 
this * inter to eſcape from it before that. 
Term, the Strength of the Charm fetch] 1 
and 
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you, which are greater and more glorious 
| than your Fortune and Qualities, with 


which tis impoſſible for you to be like the 
Generality of Mankind. You'll be con- 
vinc'd, I ſpeak this knowingly, if you re- 
member the Diſcourſe J had the Honour to 
have with you in a certain Field, where 
| having laid open your Heart to me, I ſaw 
in it to much Strength, Reſolution, and 
Generoſity, that you entirely won mine. I 


then perceiv'd that you had ſuch ſound No- 


tions of all thoſe Things which generally 


| deceive the reſt of the World, that thote 


Things which they beheld in you with 
greateſt Admiration, were what youeſteem'd 
| leaſt, and that no Body examines yon with 
half fo little Love as you do yourſelf. I 
own, Sir, at that Time, ſeeing you walk 


upon Precipices, with a bold and chearful 


| Countenznce, and not imagining that Con- 
ſtancy could reach ſo far, I fancy'd you 
did not perceive them all. But you tanght 
me, that there was nothing in your Per- 


ſon, nor about it, but what you knew to the 


bottom; and that, tho youſaw but a Step 
| before you, Impriſonment and Death, and 
ſo many other Accidents which threaten'd 
you, and on the other Side, Honours, Glo- 
ty, and the greeteſt Rewards, you beheld 
all this without the leaſt Diſcompoſure, 
and faw Reaſons, not to with too much 


for the one, nor to fear the other. I was 
- amaz d 


| 
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14 | ___ amazd that a Man, bronght up from hy th 
Wk - Youth in the Arms of Fortune, ſhould bi gy 
40 acquainted with all the Secrets ot Philoſo xc: 
111111. phy; and that you ſhould gain Wildom ii the 
| 1 2 Place where every Bcdy ele generally Uf 
1 10/1108 loſe it. From that Moment, Sir, I pu ſuf 
IE! | you into the Number cf three or four Pei Ar 
e ſons, whom I love and honour above all to 
115 the reſt of the World, and added a great} in 
11. T8 deal of Reſpect and Eſteem to the Pathay gy 
I J before had for you Out of this 1 formi to 
11H another Affection much greater ſtill; thiy Pa 
r is that I have yet, and {hall preſerve the 
1612 long as I live, to ſuch a Degree, that uf as 
0 Wl if deed you ought to acknowledge it by telty po 
TILE fuying ſome Satisfaction at my bein 8 lo mud ſhi 
lll as Iam, dc 
| | n | Sir, | me 
14055 Madrid, June 8. 1638. Tour, & of 
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{| 2% Praiſes as you are of every Thitz er 
f elſe; and not being able to aſſiſt me af w 
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otherwiſe, in the Neceſſity I am in, you how- 
ever ſend me the fineſt Words inthe World. 
toſs [can't employ them better, than to return 
mu} them to you again; and if I don't make 
ally Uſe of theſe, I own I can think of none 
I} ſufficient to expreſs the Honour you do me. 
Per And indeed, Sir, I believe you writ them 
to me, foreſceins how much I ſhould ſtand 
rea in need of them; and as you gave me ſo 
thay much Cauſe to praiſe you, ſa you took Care 
to give me alſo wherewithal todo it. This 
Favour obliges me to receive with Patience 
A the Reproaches you charge me with; and 
as Iam loaden with Honours which are 
not due to me, tis but reaſonable that 1 
E ſhould endure Complaints which I have not 
deſerv d. Were it not for this, I ſhouid de- 
mand Satisfaction of yon for accuſing me 
& of a mighty Deſire to leave this Place; 
fend why ſhonld you beſtow the Title of 
had Hatred upon that which you ought to aſ- 
eribe to Affection? I am as well acquainted 
with the Delizhts and Charms of Spain as 
any Body; but I fancy, Sir, you believe 
it has none J like ſo well as being with my 
Friends; and if Paris itſelf was irkſome to 
me, becauſe of my Maſter's Abſence, you 
ouqht not in the leaſt to wonder at Madrid 's 
being ſo, or at my being unable to receive 
any Satisfaction from a Place where I cant 
enjoy my Health. But were this Deſire as 
art uruſt as you ſay it is, you ought not to 
wh upbraid 


Spite of ill Fortune, and with which Ic 
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upbraid me with a Piece of Injuſtice whiz] tun 
I commit for your Sake, nor be oftended af Y0¹ 
my having too great a Deſire to tee ya ® 
Tho” I ſhould meet with the ſame Incog} VO! 


veniences in the Place where you are, ye % 
1 ſhould not think them the ſame, if I bog 1"! 
them in your Company; and I wonder ya alt 


ſhould talk as you do in the ſame Letta lea 
where you inform me that there are Pay m 
ſons with you with whom the greateſt A lig 
flictions would ſeem pleaſant to you. II ane 
aſſure you, Sir, I too am capable of tha une 
Sort of Conſolation; and whatever you u e 
pleas d to ſay, tis impoſſible for me to h dir 
ſenſible either of Sorrow or Neceſſity uf H 
the Place where you are. There are Tre i 
{ures in your Perſon, which I can enjoy i ſec 


never be poor nor ſad. This is what mak ba 
me ſo impatient to be gone from hence] 
and if all my Friends did not abſolutelj 
forbid me, I would take the neareſt Roa 
to come to you; and by the Way, tear dom 


with my own Hands the Pictures of y 


which you ſay are fxd up upon the Fron 
tiers. I dare ſay, Sir, your Soul is nct | 
weak as to need any Comfort upon thi 
Head; and you, who have look d Deatif 
herſelt ſn cloſely in the Face without Ter 
ror, can never be movd with her Reſem 
blance. *Twon't be upon this, that Poſte 
rity will make a judgment of you. For 

tune 


| 


ich 


d 


youf 
co 
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tune, who is not always unjuſt, will give 
vou a Deſcription more to your Advantage, 
and tor theſe Pictures beſtow Statues upon 
you. All the Changes the has made in 
rour Lite, feem to me like that Sort of 


[cing-glaſs,which being put upon a Picture, 
alters all that is round the Perſon, but ſtill 
leaves the Face unalter'd. 
makes Sport of great Men; ſhe takes De- 
ght in ſeeing them in different Shapes, 
| and in leſs than a Moment {he puts thoſe 
under a Canopy, whom {ſhe had before 
nf ſhown publickly upon a Scaffold. 
F Sir, I may find this Alteration at my Ar- 
' nval; and, as for my ſelf, I only deſire 


Thus {he 


I wiſh, 


that I may ſpeedily have the Honour of 


+ ſceing you, and that my Fortune may be ſo 
 clcfely ty d to yours, that I may never be 
| happy nor unhappy but with you. Iam, 


Sir, 


Madrid, June 8. 1522. Jour, & c. 


. : | 
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7 „„ the 
To the Marchioneſs of RAM I OU. by 
LETTER XXXVI. II. 
_ Mayan, = ſy 
+ HO my Liberality ſhould, as ya be 
tell me, ſurpaſs the Bounty of Alex m 
ander, it would nevertheleſs be richly rm m 


compenc'd, by the Thanks which yay ,. 
have return'd. me for it. He himſelf, af 
boundlets 2s his Ambition was, would have 
confin it to ſo rare a Favour. . He woull 
have {et more Value upon this Honcury ,;, 
than he did on the Perſian Diadem; and hef m 
would never have envy'd Achilles the Prailtf 1 
which he receiv'd from Homer, if he coull} 
but himſelf have obtain'd yours. Thus h. 
Madam, on this Pinacle of Glory on which w 
I ſtand, if I bear any Envy to his, tis notſ 5 
ſo much to that which he acquir'd 4 th 


2 


as to that which you have beſtow'd upon tt 
im; and he has receivd no Honoungf t. 
which I do not hold inferior to mine, um n 
leſs it be that which you did him, when 
you declar'd him your Gallant. Neithe 
his Vanity, nor the reſt of his Flatterers 
coul 


© das itt. ood a. at 


| 
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cculd ever perſuade him to believe any 
+3! thing that was fo advantageous to him; and 
| the Quality of Son of Jupiter Hammon, was 
U. by much lels glorious to him than this. 
but if any thing comforts me for the Jea- 
louſy which it has rais d in me; tis this, 
Madam, that knowing you as well as I 
know you, I am very well aſſur d, that if 
you have done him this Honour, tis not fo 
much upon the account of his having been 
the Greateſt of Mankind, as of his having 
been now theſe two thouſand Years no 
more. However, we here find Caule to ad- 
4 mire the Greatneſs of his Fortune, which 
not being able yet to forſake him, fo ma- 
ny Years after his Death, has added to his 
Conqueſts a Perſon that gives them more 
Luſtre than the Daughters and Wife of Da- 
us; and which has gain'd him a Mind 
more great than the World he conquer d. 
I ovght here to be afraid, after your Exam- 
ple, of Writing in too lofty a Style: But 
how can the Writer be too ſublime who 
| writes of you, and of Alexander? I hum- 
{bly beſecch you, Madam, to believe, 
that T have equal Paſſion for You, with 
that which you ſhew for him; and that 
the Admiration of your Virtues will oblige 
me to be always, 


Te 


= 
= 


** . Madam, 
the | ; | 

01 . 
ould | 


To 


deal of Pleaſure; not that I think I dq. 
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Eloquence, you ſhould have ton 


| a. 
little Regard to my Modeſty, and tal ze 
Care not to make me forfeit a good Qu 
lity which I have, out of a Deſire to gmt 
1 3 | wo 
me one which I have not. However, 


receivd your Commendations with a greg 
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re 
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ſerve what you ſay of me, but I look u 
on it as a particular Mark of your Friend 
ſhip; and am convinced you mult need 
have a very great Affection for me, find 
it could incline you to write ſo favom ably; 
of me, in Defiance to your Judgmentgy, 
winch knows better Things. Thus, Sir, : 
find it more to my Advantage, to think, 
myſelf unworthy of the Honour you hav; 
done me; and I am more proud of thay, 
which raiſes me to a good Opinion il 
your Friendſhip, than that which would, 
have rais'd me to a good one of myſellh 
Vere I a Man of that Eloquence as you rh c 


yy * 


_ preſent me, I ſhould deſire to make no %h 


3 | | thel \ 


—  — 


Monſieur V o1TURE's Letters. 121 
4 ther Advantage of it, than to gain that 


Room in your Affection, which you tell 
me | have there; and to beg you to conti- 
Ju nue me fo ineftimable a Bleſſing. If I 
found you inclind to grant me this, the 
next Favour I would beg of you, would be, 
| to return my humble Thanks to thoſe La- 
dies, who, you ſay, do condeſcend to 
think of me ſometimes, in all the choiceſt 
M Dreſs of Words, ct which you are ſo perfect 
OM , xr | | 1 * 
om Maſter. For one of em particularly I would 
bn. de at the Expence of gathering all the 
It Flowers and Graces of Rhetorick, and 
S would immediately write her a Love-Let- 
h nter, ſo full of Gallant: y and Tenderneſs, that 
reg vou ſhould tell me at my Return Home, 
1 0 hat it did not diſpleaſe her. Since there 
K U] re three of em, methinks neither of em 
as any Reaſon to be oftended at this Free- 
2 lom. It would ſhew too much Ciuelty in 
"Tem, to deprive me of the Liberty of my 
1: Wiſhes, and hinder me of entertaining my 
— elf with this imaginary Happineſs, ſince it 
dir the only Satisfaction I have left me. I 
thun gin now to have ſtronger Hopes of my 
* Teturn than hitherto I have had. The Plea- 
thazre I ſhall have in leaving this Place, 
—_ ill make me ſufficient Amends tor the 
„ exations I have found in it; and 1 feel, 
uy tel way of Advance, Part of the Joy I ſhall 
ou Tree, when I am ſo happy as to ſee you, 
no dus, Sir, you may perceive there is a An 
th ol. I. ä Mixture Mu 
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upon ſecond Thoughts, to take dhipping⸗ 


Choice, I wculd have ventur'd thro' Fran | 


Perſons to whom ycu have g:ven an ab 


ter. In the mean time, while they a 
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Mixture in all Things. Gocd and III ag 
huddled and blended together; and whe 
either of them is not to be found in th 
Top, you may certainly expect to find it 
the Bottom. I am as yet uncertain hid 
Way to ſteer my Ccurſe; but Iam mching 


9 


Liſbon. Had it been left to my oy 


jet the Event have been what it weulf 
Not that I have a Mind to be thonght owe 
confident, or love to take, as you won 
inſinuate, a dangerous Way, when Im 
take another: But I was always of Opif 
on, that the ſhorteſt is the ſafeſt. Bell 
to tell youthe Truth, I could never fan 

I was born to be har 80. Howcver, I4 
cammanded to take anuther Way; and 


late Power over me, and who, in Juſt 
olight to exercife it over the whole Wa 
have ſo potttively order'd it, that I d 

10t ſo much as to acliberate on the 


mand me not to hazard my! lelf by 
they make me rely upon the Sea and 
rates: Yet I may ſafely tell you, Il 
neither; and am more afraid of the Call 
which may delay my Happineſs of ſee 
vou. As tor the reſt, I ſha'nt much 
ble myſelf. prov Hed I may ſoon a 

TON ſ . 
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to make it appear one Day, by my Servi- 


ces, that you have beſtow'd your Favours 
upon one who has a gratetul Senſe of em, 
and is, with the utmoſt Sincerity, 


Madrid, Fune SIR, 
8, 1533. | 
Tours, &c. 
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To Mademoiſelle PAULET. 


LETTER XXXVII. 


MaDaM, 
3 now one of the ſineſt Subjects 11 
1 the World to furniſh me with a Lovc- 
Letter; for, without wronging my Conſci- 
ence, I may ſafely tell you, that I paſs my 


Days without Light, and my Nights with- 


out the leaſt Sleep: At leaſt this has 
been my conſtant Courſe of Life ever ſince 
left Madrid. In ten Nights I have made 
a ſtaft to perform ten Days Journey, and 
am arrivd at Granada without ſeeing the 
un, unleſs it were juſt as he was riſing in 
the Morning, or a little before he went to 
ed at Night. He is ſo very dangerous 
here, that the Compariſon which fome of 
dur Poets make between his Rays and their 
G 2 Mit 
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Miſtreſſes Eyes, will hold gocd no longer; 


for what they perform only by Figure and 
Allegory; he actually effects in this Cli- 
mate. In ſhort, he burns every thing that 
beholds him; and any living Creature that 
can lcok upon him without Roaſting for 


it, may, for all I know, be able to livecom- 


tortably in a Furnace. However, I have had 
the geod Luck to eſcape him, for which 1 


am beholding to the Night, for I always | 
took care to keep the whole Earth between | 


his Worſhip and me. At preſent I paſs my 


Mountain of Snow, which does this City 


the Honour to cover it. Three Days ago 


in Sierra Morena I ſaw the individual Place, 


where Den Quixote, of bleſſed Memory, 
and Cardenio, met upon the Road; and the 
very ſame Day Tinpt at the Inn, where 
the famous Adventures of Dorcthea were ac- 
compliſted. This Morning I took a Turn 
zur the ancient Alhambra, crofsd the notet} 
Smnare of Ltaramblu; and the Street where | 
| lodge trafts 2 Name, ten times longer 


n a # el Epedigree, for tis call d Li} 
& 746 fe Arranger SE Tuley Beuaud AToro de uu 


Aor cru. You cant imagine what a great 


Satis!s ron 2t mas to me, to lee theſe] 


oz Fine fo often thought of: 
1, 7 1:5 3 nitely more Plet 


Fare t wen, to: nt en certain Thing 
Av [114 2 Il oni res en. The 1 muſt 
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own, that the Objects that daily preſent 
themlelves to my Eyes, are extreamly beau 
titul and fine, yet my Imagination perpe 
tually obliges me with ſomething which is 
infinitely brighter; fo that I would no! 
change the Images my Memory turnzſhes 
me with, for all the richeſt Sights in the 
Univerſe. Yeſterday, caſting my Eyes 01 
the Walks and Fountains of General;fa, and 


willing I could be ſo happy as to meet 
thoſe celebrated Beauties of the Roman 


tick Age, Galtana, Zaida, and Daxara, jutt 


in the very Equipage and Habit as the 


were when they liv'd in this ſinful World, 
could not forbear to with the good Com- 
pany of another Perſon, who, to do he: 
ſuſtice, is a thouſand Times more charm 
ing and amiable, and would eclipſe: the 


greateſt Beauties in the World, ſhould ther 


preſume to appear in the ſame Hemiſpher« 
with her. By theſe Tokens, as I take it, 
Madam, I have ſufficiently deſcrib'd her 
to you: But is it not a moſt horrid and la- 
mentable Thing, that I ſhould be forc'd to 
obſerve {o much Artifice in my Language, 
and that I dare not ſay for my Life that 
it is your Ladyſhip I mean all this while 
For your Comfort, Madam, you may give 
me Leave to diſplay ſome of my Compli- 
ments now, being at the Fountain-head of 
Gallantry, from whence it has ſpread it- 
(elf all over the Earth. From this Place I 
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deſign in four Days to reach Gibralter, ard 
from thence to make a {mall Trip to Centa, 


in order to viſit the Place of your Nativity, 
and pay my Reſpects to your noble Parents, 


the lawful and undcubted Monarchs of all 
the Foreſts and Deſarts of that ſpacious F 
Country. Now, Madam, as I Ihall give 
them a full Acccunt of yeur Ladyihip, fof 
{ humbly deſire you to do the ſame for me | 


to all your Friends; and particularly to af- 
ture three of them, that let Fortune dE 
pole of me where ſhe pleaſes, my better Part, 


meaning my Soul, {hall be everlaſtinghy 
with them. As for your ſelf, Madam, I 
need not at this Time of Day give myſelf 
the Trouble to inform you, that no Man 
reſpects and honours you more than my- 


ſelf; for you cannot but know, that I am 


but too much, 
Madam, 


Tour humble Servant, &c. 
EK BAERNEERE EEE WA | 
To Monſieur De CHAUDEBONNE. | 


LETTER XXXIX. 


O1R, 


I Write to you in Sight of the Coaſt of | 


4 £zrbary : There is but a Channel between 
5 us 
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us of about three Leagues over, tho it is the 


Ocean, and the Mediterranean Sea together 


Jou would be ſurprizd to ſee a Man to far 
off, who takes fo little Pleaſure in Ramb- 
ling, and who was in ſuch Haſte to return 

But the Advice I receivd, that 


ve this Seaſon was very improper tor Naviga- 
ſo] tion, by Reaſon of the great Calms, and 


me . . | 
af: bark before September, has given me at once 
dil] an Inclinetion and Leiſure to purine this 
at.] Voyage; for I choſe rather to ſuffer the 
iy | Fatigue of Travelling, than the Lazineſe 
ef Madrid. So that after having ſeen zt 
als} Granada all that remains of the Magnif- 
ran | cence of the Mooriſh King's, EI Alhambra”, 
y- | the  Zaceatin, and that famous Plece th. 
am | warambla, where 1 had formerly ima- 
ein d ſo many Tilts and Tournaments. I 
am juſt come to the Point of Gibraltar: 
| From whenice, as ſoon as they ſhall have 
Kc. <yuppd me a Frigat, I hope to paſs the 
- þ Streights, and viſit Ceuta; and coming back 
2 ag: G4 from 
4 Wits 41s; 7 0 | 
A ſtrong Fortreſs in the City of Granada in 
Hain, above all the other Buildings in the City, with 
| the Royal Palace, and a Monaſtery of Franciſcans in 
Ir, built by the Moor ſo Kings. The Name, in Ara- 
I bir, ſignifies: Red Cafe. 45 , 
A Quarter in the ſame City, ſignifying the 
of | Brokery, an Er.ibiełk Word. | 
en 8 A Gate of the ſime City; in Arabick, the Sandy 
ate, Kay 
us 


that I ſhould find it very difficult to em- 
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from thence, to take the Road of Cales, $ 
Lucar, and Sevil, and fo to Lion. Hither| 
to, Sir, I have not repented of this Enter] 
prize, which at this Time of the Year hu} 


 ſeem(d raſh to all the World. Andalonjuf 

has reconcild me to all the reſt of Spain 
and having paſsd it in ſo many other 
Parts, I ſhould be forry not to have ſeen it 


in the only Place where it appears beautiful 


You'll think it ſtrange, that I praiſe af 
Country where it is never cold, and where 


the Sugar-canes grow: But, in Recompence, 


I can aſſure you, they have ſuch Melong| 


that 'twere worth coming fcur hundred 
Leagues to taſt them; and that Country, 
for which a whole People wander'd ſo long 
in the Wilderneſs, could not be, in my Ops 


nion, much more delicious than this is. I 
am attended here by Slaves, who are hand- 


ſome enough to be my Miſtreſſes; and it 1s 


permitted me every where to gather Palms 
without Danger. This Tree, for which all} l. 
ancient Greece has fought, which is not tu 
be found in France, but in our Poets, is 
here no ſcarcer than the Olive-Trees ; and 


there is not an Inhabitant on this Coaſt, 


who has not more of them than all the} 


Ceſars. You may behold, at one View, the 
Mountains charg d with Snow, and Vallies 
coverd with Fruit. They have Ice in Aw 
guſt, and Grapes in Janum y: Summer and 
Winter here are always mix'd together 

an 
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and when the Year grows old in other 
Countries, and whitens all the Earth, here 
it is ever green with Lawrels, Orange-trees, 
and Mirtles. I confeſs, Sir, I endeavour to 
make it ſeem as beautiful to you as I can; 
and having complain'd to you formerly of 

the III I have met with in Spain, if I do 
not retra& what I have ſaid, 1 think I am 
oblig d, at leaſt, to repreſent to the beſt 
Advantage, whatever I find that's good in 


ef it: In the mean Time you'll wonder that 


a Man, fo much a Libertine as I am, ſhould . 
be in Haſte to quit all this, to go aud look 
a Maſter. But I'll ſwear ours is ſuch a one, 
that there can be no Pleaſure that ought 
to be preferr'd to the Honour and Satisfa- 
tion of ſerving him. Liberty, which is 
eſteem d the molt charming Thing in Na- 


ture, is not ſo deſirable as his Highneſs. 
Tou know how little J am inclin'd to Flat- 


tery; and one of the moit remarkable Qua- 
| litics which diſtinguiſhes my Lord, is, that 
| he cannot ſuffer it. But it mult be ec- 


| knowledg'd, that beſides the eminent Vir- 


| tnes which are owing to the Greatneſs of 
his Birth, his Aſfability, his good Nature, 
the Beauty and Vivacity of his Ingenuity, 
the Pleaſure he takes in hearing witty 
Things, and the Grace with which he 
ſpeaks them himſelf, are Qualities which 
an hardly be found any where, to that 


; | Degree. as they appear in him; and if it 


+ BP. 


Were 
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were only to fee ſomething extraordinary, 
that J ramble about the World, what need | 
1 give myſelf the Trouble to go to far, 
when I ſhould do much better to keep near | 
his Perſon. I examine every Thing I tee, | 
with more Curioſity than I naturally have; 
that when the Time ſerves I may give a 
ſatisfactory Account to his Highneſs; and 
Jam well affurd, that when J ſhall have 
once had the Honour to diſcourſe with him 
about theſe Matters, he will know them 
ever after better than I do. The prodigi- 
ous Memory of this Prince has heen a migh-| 
ty Comfort to me during my Abſence; for 
having had the Honour to be in it ſome 
Time ago, I don't queſtion but I have a 
Place there ſtill; becauſe I can hardly ima 
gine, that I am ſo unfortunate, as to be the 
only Thing he ever forgot. His Highnels| 
who never forgot a Hine nor an Adil 
nor even a Legicnary Soldier who hal 
once been namd in Hiſtory, will not,! 
believe, forget one of his humble Servants; 
and the whole Globe being in his Imag 
nation better repreſented than in any Maj 
ef the World, let me go never ſo far, 
need not fear for that, to go out of the H 
nour of his Remembrarice. Neverthele: 
I humbly wtreat yon, Sir, (yon, who wit 
ſo much Goodneſs precure me all Sorts u the 
Honours and Advantages) to find an Of. 
portuuity to tell my Lord, how =—_ 

t 
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deſire to have the Honour to kiſs his Hand, 


and the Prayers I make continually for a 


Life of ſo great Conſequence to all Man- 
kind. If after this I deſire any Thing 
more of you, tis only that you would be 


pleas d to take Care, that Time ſhall not 


diminiſn the Share yon have fo liberally 

wen me in your Affection: But ſee how 
4 the Exceſs of mine has carry'd me, that 
it makes me doubt the moſt generous Man 


alive. You, who know, Sir, that in all 


thoſe that love much, there are always 
ſome Motions that are not conformable to 
Reaſon: Pardon, I beſeech yon, this Fear, 


and conſider that I am excuſeable, being 
with ſo much Paſſion, 


Tour, &c. 
POSTCRIPT 


81 1, 


mould be very glad to have the Coun: 


tels of Par lemout and the Princeſs of Bar- 


bricon- made acquainted, that I eternally 


think of them, at one ef the Extremities of 
Eu cpe, and that T am now going to eroſs 


e ef the d ea, on Purpoſe to inform myſelf, whe- 


ther Af, ira, which was always fam'd fie 


Rantics, can rroduce any Thing ſo rare as 
themſelves, 


8 
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| A laſt I am got out of Europe, and 


To Mademoiſelle PAULET. 
LETTER XI. 
Mavan, 


have paſsd the Strait which gives 
Limits to it; yet the Sea that lies between 


us, can ſtifle nothing of the Paſſion I have 


tor yon; and tho' the Slaves of Chriſtendom 
are free when they touch upon this Coaſt, I 


am never the leſs ycurs for that. Do not 


wonder to ſee me break forth into Gallan- 


tries to openly ; the Air of the Country 
hath inſpir'd into me ſomething of 1mpe-| 


lite Aſſurance more than ordinary; and 
you may eaſily perceive I am grown more 


confident than ever; and when I write #| 


gain, expect to find me as a Tink does a 
Moor. But for all that, you ſhould not 
take it ill, to be diverted with Love at this 


Diſtance; and if it were but cut cf Curio} 
ſity, you ſhould be glad to ſee the Love 


Letters of Barbary. Ihere wanted in your 


Adventures that cf having an humble Ser 
ant beyond the Seas; and as you have 
{ome of all Qualities, it were but reaſon} 


ble you lhould have ſome in all Quarten 
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ol the Globe. Yeſterday I gravd your 
Name upon a Mountain, not very much 
lower than the Stars, from whence may 


Morrow I ſend Challenges to the Empe- 
| rors of Morocco and Fez, wherein I offer 


to maintain, that Africa never produc'd 


any Creature ſo beautiful and fo cruel as 


| romfelf. When that's done, Madam, my 


Buſineſs here is at an end; but only to go 
and fee your Friends, to Whom I intend to 
propoſe the Marriage, which has made ſuch 
4 Norſe fome time ſince, and endeavour to 
£ain their Confent, that there be no far- 
ther Delay inthat Matter. And for what 
hear, they are People not very eaſy of 
Acceſs, J {hall be much troubled to find 


at the Bottom cf Lybia; and that the Lions 


of that Quarter are leſs, both as to Nobi- 


„ 


lity and Growth. There are ſome ycung 
| ones fold here, which are extreamly hand- 
ſome; I am refolvd to {end you half a 
Dozen of them, inſtead of the Spaniſh 
Gloves; for I know you will eſteem them 


more, and they are cheaper. Ycu may 


have the prettieſt that can be here for three 
| Crowns; it is but Play with them to carry 


away a Man's Arm or Hand at leait: and, 


| Yourtelt excepted, I never Jaw any Thing 


Pare Mrs. Aune to converle with them, and 
T2 ow: + to 


be diſcover'd ſeven Kingdoms; and to 


them; I have been told, they fl.ould be 


more agreeable. Pray be pleas d to pre- 
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to give them the Place of Dorinda TI ſhall 
ſend them by the firſt Ship that fails fron 
this Place; and I wiſh to Heavens 1 cou?” 
come along with them, to throw myſelf” 
at your Feet! There it is, Madam, whe 
they will have the Cccafion to be the c 
elleſt Creatures in the World, and thi 
| themſelves to be Kings of all their Br 
thren; but the greateſt Aſſurance Ie 
give, that the Air of Africa hath inſtill 
{ome BarbarityWto me, 1s, that I hay 
written three Pages, and thought to hay 
finiſhd my Letter without ſpeaking of 

D. R. I aſſure you, whereever I am, { 
is always in my Heart and Remembrance; 
and even at this Moment, Benche di tam 
lont nana, li fo humiliſi ma riverenza , andi 
am her moſt humble and moſt dutiful Saf j, 
vant Branbano. While I am out of Chn . 
ſtendom, I dare not ſay any thing to Mf . 
dam de C—— ; for Mademoiſelle de * 


I belicve ſhe will not with me the wo 
for it: I hope cre Day to be cut of het. 
Debt, for the great Pleaſure I had in hear 
ing the Adventures cf Alcidalis, by enten! 
taining her with my own. I ſhall acquain þ, 
her with Things very ſtrange and incredy , 
ble, and for her Fables 1 ſtall give het ; 
Hiſtory, Tour Ges vant hath ſtill in . 
Mind, the Place his Merit, and the Aﬀet , 
ction he honours me with, may juſtly claim f 
There is a Fiiends of yours, Madam, I; 


love! 
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pre ſo paſſionately, that I forgot my Du- 
iy, and withal to tell you how much I ho- 
nour and reſpect him: The infinite Defire 
have to continue in his Remembrance, 
hath almoſt put me upon an Indiſcretion; 
or without conſidering the Motives which 
might diſſwade me, there wanted but lit- 
e that J had written to him, and had re- 


. 


Glv'd to begin as follows, 


My Lord, 

Could not forbear writing to you, were 

it only out of a Humour of dating my 
Letter from Centa. After I had ſurvey d 
I the Palaces of the Kings cf Granada, and 
the Habitation of the Abencerrages, I was 
Likewiſe deſirous to fee the Country of Ro- 
Ser nent and Asramant, and be ecquainted 
unf with the Soil that produced all thoſe great 


Met} believe this Beginning, Madam, would 
dan have made his Mouth water for the reſt, 
relf which 1 would have continu'd after this 
hf Manner. 
init ycur Inclinations are not changd, I 
Affe am confident, my Lord, you will nat cen- 
aum ſure this Curioſity ; and that amongſt the 
N, Felicities that ſurrounds you, there are cer- 
e tain 
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tain Moments when you envy the Cond 


African Ladies, who have nothing barh 


| Fools, neither cold nor cruel, they area 
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tion of a poor wretched Exile. If I & 
get a Paſs, as I hope I ſhall, from Tetu 
and that the Alarbes, who rove about i 
Country, do not hinder my Deſign, I! 'F 
have the Satisfaction, in ſome Days, to f 
a whole City full of Turbants, a Peop 
that ſwear by no other Name than Alha, a 


rous about them, but the Name; andalth 
they are hurnt by the Sun, are yet faire 
and caſt a greater Brightneſs than he. Thi 
Country, my Lord, where Women are ng 
amorous, full of Fire and Spirit, and whid 
ſome will never think a Farthing t 
worſe, that they never go to Confeiſio; 
By the Pleaſure I take in ſeeing all the 
Things, my Lord, you may very eaſily 
gueſs, that it is not always Fortune thatle 
makes Men happy; and that there is nd 
any fo bad, wherein there may not be gol} 
Occaſions, if a Man can but happen ate 
them. While you are taken up with yout 


good Fortune, and are tronbled to makthy 
your Advantages ct it, and to employ thy 


well, I enjoy Leiſure and Liberty, where 


in my Misfortune leaves me. Methink 


now I am depriv d of Frame, 1 am in Pokly: 
ſeſſion of all the World beſides ; and thathfi 
I ought no more to quarrel at the Deſtiny 
which forc'd me thence, than People, trowſhi 


blel 
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6 bled with the Lethargy, ſhould with thoſe 
that ſtrike and pinch them, that they 
might awake. Inſtead of {pending my Lite 
F amongſt ten or twelve Perſons, in five or 
E ſix Streets, in two or three Houſes, I change 
place now every Hour; I ſce Mountains, 
bDeſarts, Precipices, Flowers, and Fruits, 
which I never had heard nam'd; different 
Nations, Rivers, and Scas J was not ac- 
quainted with. Every Day I change Ci- 
ties, every Week Kingdoms; I croſs in a 
Moment out of Europe into Afiick, and I 
could with more Eaſe find out the Source 
of Aile, than I could have done ſome Time 
lago that of Rongis. If this Condition, my 
Lord, admits not the Enjoyment you find 
ia in the Converſation of the only moſt ad- 
thel&mir'd Perſon the Earth affords, I, at leaſt, 
eaſiſſyant theſe Hours of Diſtraction and Melan- 
 thaleholy, which poiſon even the Soul. and can, 
is Min an Hour at leaſt, break the ſtrongeſt 
' £0offleart in the World. In this State of Inno- 
en Mcence wherein I live, I ſolicit Heaven eve- 
yollgy Day to preſerve you from it, and that it 
maktwould long continue in your Perſon, the 
OF thureſt Generoſity of our Age, and ſo ma- 
herepy other excellent Qualities it has beſtow'd 
kn you. If after this, I may advance any 
1 Pobgarticular Wiſhes for myſelf, it is, That 
 thalfiter ſo many Wanderings, I might have 
tine Honour to entertain you therewith 
trau ind aſſure you, my Lord, that I reſent, as 
bled? ought, 
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ought the eſſentia! Obligations I have uf, 


be 


| 1 
But, Madam, of a Man which ſhouljÞ 
have written Love-Lettcrs to yon, methinkÞ* 
I introduce many Things which could naſty 
have been admitted there. You ſee what 
it is to be versd in it, and to have kept x 
fo long in Suſpence; if you had given me 
Leave at the Beginning to have ſent yauſ! 
of that Kind, I could at this preſent haut 
written excellent ones, and {ſhould not endl 
my Letter fo {imply as I do, by tellwg" 


You, = am, Cs | 
8 Tour moſt bumble Servant, 


Aug. 7.1633. Voiture, the Afri 
To the ſame; with ſeveral Liu. 
made with red Wax. 


LETTER: XLL 


 Mapan, 8 
His Lion. with his whole Family, al 

ſome of his Friends, having bſc. 

forcd. for ſome Reaſons of State, to en 


part Lybza, I could not think ct any Play; 


where he might retire with more Safety,};; 
mt. 
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e hre Honour, than near you; and he is 
Encthing happy in his Misfortunes, if 
oulllbey procure him the Acquaintance of fo 
inhþccllent a Perſon. He is deſcended, in a 
maeht Line, from an illuſtrious Lion, that 
whabout three or four hundred Years fince 
t mſeion d in the Mountain Caucaſus, from 
mee ef whole Grand-children, it is affirm'd 
ahere, Caine your great Grand-Father, who 
Haus the ſirſt of all the Lions of Africa that 
t ene into Ep e.. The Honour he finds in 
Hin ing a Relation to you, puts me in Hepes 
Full entertain him with more Mildnels 
at, Id Compaſſion than = are wont to have; 
u! believe yon will think it no Manner 
ricu Diſparagement to be a Sanctuary to 
erſccuted Lions. This will extreamly 
to your Reputation through all Bar- 
Ji, where you are already eſteem'd be- 
nd any Thing on this Side the Seas; 
here not a Day paſſes but 1 hear of ſome 
your celebrated Actions. If you can 
lp them, by any pretty Invention, to diſ- 
Fuſe themſelves under a human Shape, 
u will do them a tranſcendent Favour , 
r by that Means they might do much 
Sore Miſchief with more Impunity. But 


* 
10 ö 
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N. 2 this be the Secret you will never commu- f 
te, you may yet ſufficiently oblige 
51 In, by affording them Refuge, and the | 


* = Wlſtance of your Advice. I aſſure you, 
9 adam, they are accounted the cruelleſt 
TY - and 
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with. There are, amongſt the reſt, fa 


had taken up their Lodgings in the tha 


you Thanks. for the good Entertainn 


and moſt ſavage of all the Country, why 
I conceive you will be extreamly ple 


4 150 


„ 
"IT 


Whelps, who, by Reaſon of their Age, 
only kill Children, and worry Lam 
but in Time, I am apt to think they 
prove good ones, and arrive to the Vin 
and Courage of their Fore-Fathers. 

leaſt, I am confident they will find 


N 


thing. about you that ſhall make them Cl 


generate, or abate their Courage; and 
they ſhall be as well brought up, as if. 
a . « 


Forefts of Africa. In this Hope and C 
fidence, that you cannot let them wi 
any Thing which your Generoſity m 
oblige you to do for them, I do: now er 
you ſhall afford them, and aſſure you, i 
L am, EE 2 
Tour humble Servant, En 
LEONARD ff 


Governor of the Emperatſl 
Morocco Lions. 
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ple ananas 


To the ſame. 
LETTER XLIL 


e, 0 
amy 
I 
V 
. 
nd MA A. 3 
em lnce I left Madrid, J have travell d, be. 
14) fore I came hither, two hundred and 
if ity Spaniſßb Leagues, which are little lets 
» (alan five hundred French: This is pretty 
d Mad Diſpatch for a Man, whoſe Legs were 
| wif, and who us d to be told he could 
mit walk. I thought all my Pains well 
Went, when, at my coming to this Place, 
found the Letters you were pleas'd to 
d me, dated the third Day of July. And 
ho' at Seril I met with the whole Unla- 
Ing of the Spaniſh Flota, and was ſhew'd 
þ Millions of Gold in one ſingle Room; 
ret, I may ſay, I have ſeen no Treaſures 
great as thoſe you ſent 'me. You may 
eri falily imagine the Satisfaction it gave me, 
rs. receive fo many Teſtimonies of Friend- 
Wip and Affection from all the amiable 
Ferſors in the World. And this Joy would 
dare been too great, to have been ſupport- 
el by 1 Man who is fo little accuſtom d to 
, it it had not been mitigated by the 
Ps you ſend me of your Indiſpoſition. 
| „ Never 
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Never till now could the Cholick conql 
my Patience; but it has now found a N. 


two Podies fo weak as ycurs and min 


Preſcriptions of the Doctors; and ttis h 
ter to loſe one Virtue than two. Chant 


and fince Sickneſs and Diſtempers aret 
Effects of Sin, and the Curſes it br 


from all Apprehenſion of Illneſs. If you 
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to do it, by taking me there; and $ 
Pain touches me in my tendereſt pal 
when it attacks you. It gives me op 
Afﬀfiiciion to fee that my Soul is divided! 


aud that i mult generally expect to be 
cither with your IIIneſs or my own. 
ort, Madam, I find I muſt look cut 
Remedies more effectual than the Ha 
We ſhall be foréd at laſt to ſubmit tot 


which is the principal of all Virtnes, of 
ges us to have Compaſſion upon curſelit 


upon us, we cught to do all we are able, 
eſcape them, and preferve our Heal 
You are even mere concern'd than me, 
take this Advice; for T am at preſent i 
better State of Health than ordinary 
the Trouble and Fatigue of the Journey 
have deliverd me, for ſome Time at leak 


follow the Tame Regimen, I'll expect pt 
in England, and conduct you all about, & 4 
cording to the Cuſtom of the Kingdom ! 


Logres. I parted from fad: id, contra t 
to every Body s Advice, with the littf 1! 
Prudence you know the Philoſophen f n 
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mw rour Huſbund's Sect have in every thing 
M {hat regards Pleaſire ; and in a Seaſon, 
d when the Spaniards hardly dare peep out of 
their Houſes, I undertook to travel over 
the greateſt Part of Spain, and to paſs the 
us Month of Anguit in the very hotteſt Part 
of all Europe: Yet, thank God, I have 
effected it; and now am in Portugal, I 
laugh at thoſe who told me I ſhould cer- 
IS tanly die in Andaluſia. Without lying, 
Madam, tis no {mall Glory to you, to 
have been able to kindle a Flame in the 
Heart cf fo cold a Man as Jam. The Sun, 
vhich parches up the Earth, and burns 
the Rocks, has had much ado even to 
warm me; and all the Inconvemency I 
have met with in this Voyage, is lying a 
F little uncover d one Night. Three Men 
that ſet out with me, were forc'd to be leſt 
behind. But neither the Heat, nor Weari- 
Jneſs, nor the Fatigue there is in travelling 
In this Country, have been able to ſtop 
me; and tho I have met with a great ma- 
4 ny Beds wor'e furniſh'd than thoſe of Vi- 
leroy, and ſeveral Chambers more incon- 
venient than thoſe of Panfou; nav, tho I 
have hardly had a Wink of Sleep for theſe 
three Months, which is worſt of all; yet, 
Fl am arriv'd here more found and luſty 
A (in ver | was. No longer imagine then, 
Wi that Inte weak Creatnre von were for- 
merly acquainted with; Im quite another 
„ Man; 
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Man ; I am grown full fix Fingers in thy 1 
Journey; my Complection is exceſſiveh 3 
h 


burnt, my Vilage longer than it us'd of 
be, my tore-Teeth are cloſer, my Ex 
black, my Beard black; and, accorduyf g 
to the Notion I have of the Baron de Fill I 

G 


veude, Jam now more like him than Ma 
ſicur de Seriſay. My Look, which was f r 
fore partly mild, and partly filly, is na it 
quite another Thing; only my Eye-bromf p 
{till continue to be join'd, which' is thy x 
dign of a very great Knave. I hopey 
three or tour Days, to try whether I c 1 
endure the Hardſhips of the Sea, as we 
as I can the other; and when an Engliff ;; 
Ship, which has already got two Thirds ar 
its Laing, has got it all, we ſhall be gong 
God willing, with the firſt Wind. It mul ſe 
be confeſsd, Madam, my Fortune: hafth 
ſomething in it very whimſical ; I, whif q 
tormerly could hardly endure to ſtir out (fy; 
Town, tho' in the beſt Company upalfic 
Earth, have now been farther than Hal ſu 
cules, and paſs d his Pillars a Month ago bl 
and whereas I could not bear the leaſt Win O 
in Madam de Rambonillet's Chamber, I au til 
now going to brave two and thirty Windgfa 
in the midſt of the Ocean and of WintafH 
Let, even this is not the greateſt Danggſth 
I muſt go thro'; thirty Barbary Ships, which an 
[028 08 Coaſt it hereabonts, ſtrike more Terror iniſ th 
[1800 07 hole that ſet Sail from hence, than ier 
1 15 Tem ME 
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tf Tempeſt it ſelf would. Id very fain 
veh know it e er a Conjurer of em all could 
have told him two Years ago, if he had 
N ſeen me in St. Denms's Street, with my 
dum garch'd Band on, that I ſhould in a ſhort 
# Time run the Riſque of rowing in the 
Gallies of Algier, or being devour'd by the 
Filhes of the Atalantic Ocean, But in caſe 
IF it is decreed I mult be taken Priſoner by 
M Prrates, I wilh, at leaſt, I may fall into 
* the Hands of that famous Cor ſair I have 
E formerly heard Mademoiſelle de Rambouillet 
WE ſpeak ot, and whoſe very Name gives me 
n Inclination for him. If Mademoiſelle 
de Rambouillet can gucſs it at four Times, 
and afterwards name it without laughing, 
Aru give her a little Comb, which was pre- 
ſented to me Yeſterday, and was made for 
1 ha the Queen of China. However, I have 
Wil no great need to trouble my felt about 
pzywg a Ranſom, or purchaſing my Free- 
dom; for the Captain cf the Ship has af 
ſard me, that if it comes to that, heil 
Age blow it up. A topping Expedient this! 
Wi one had as good embark with an Anabap- 
Laut. But, which is moſt remarkable, and 
Findhfalls cut very comically, and upon my 
inteſ Honeſty, I don't tell a Word of a Lie, 
ange the Ship I go in, has nothing in it but me 
vhich and eight hundred Hogſheads of Sugar; fo 
r inf that if I come ſafe to Port, I ſhall be pre- 
an flerv d; and if I happen to be ſhipwreck'd, 
_— ͤ I am 
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Prove unhappy. I wiſh the Zeplyrs m 


humbly beg ycu, Madam, to do me ti 


Proſpect, a noble City, or any other cij 
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I am ſure I ſhall die in ſweet Water. Vl 
leave you to judge if twas poſſible to hay 
lit upon a Veſlel more fit for me. Af 
this, 'tis 1mpoſhble my Voyage ſho 


be favourable to me, and before this Len 
comes to France, I may be in England, 


Favour to tell the firſt of the two Ladi G 
I have juſt mention'd, that tho I chan 
Place fo often, yet ſhe is ſure to keep thi: 
which the always had in my Meme 
Every Object that offers it {elf to my Sol 
puts me in Mind of her, and every Tu 
I ſee a magnificent Building, an agreealf 


ous Work, either of Art or Nature, I m 
for her, and long to know what Judgmaſs 
ſhe would make of it. That which the ll 
lately given in my Favcur, makes me bei. 
pleas'd with my ſelf, than ever J was in! 
Life before; and the Prize ſhe has given Ave 
coming from ſo good Hands, makes 
think it invaluable. Nothing could 
happen'd fo much to my Advantage, ash. 
receiving this Honour from one who i 
good a judge; and of whom it = | 
juſtly ſaid, that no Lady ever underil 
Gallantry ſo much, and Gallants fo lit 
I could only wiſh, that in doing me tf 
Favcur, 1 had been wtorm'd of it in od 
Terms than thatſhe gave, el precio de mas gi xe 
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AR Chiquitto. I think it had been enough 
had to have laid, Chico; but in the Style of 
Af the Lady who wrote it, I wonder the did 
non not even ſay Chiquittico. Yet this might 

uu he done with a good Deſign ; and the Glo- 

en y I recetv'd, was ſo great, that it was not 
14 improper to put me in Mind of my Lit- 
e ftleneſs. I do what I can to defend her 
adi Goodneſs; for I own it would now be In- 
handgratitude to complain of her, when ſhe 
p tig has done me ſo much Honour as to write 
molto me. At the very Time that ſhe up- 
Siell braids me with my Littleneſs, ſhe ſets me 
Tibabove all the World, and with a Sheet of 
eeall Paper makes me the greateſt Man in France. 
r c That which I have receiv d from her, is ſo 
I witexcellent, and fo full of Politeneſs, that 
omeſfter it, I can't tell whether I ſhall either 
{he Have Time or Aſſurance enough ever to 
> bettÞvrite to her. I am never fo proud, as 
> in hen I receive a Letter from her; and ne- 
en Aver ſo humble, as when I go about to an- 
kes Mer it, and conſider how much my Wit is 
d hafinferior to hers. I would willingly ſay 
„ asÞmething, Madam, of that Lady, who 
ho igll be always prais d, but never ſo much 
may las ſhe deſerves; and I could wiſh there 
gert were Words as fine and good as ſhe herſelf 
ſo li, that I might ſpeak of her as I would 
me ©: But no Language in the World can do 
in oft; and Thought itſelf, with its utmoſt 
nas gi force, can but juſt arrive at Strength 
H 2: enough 
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England, I ſhall be thoroughly infornf 


this, I can't help telling you the Traf 
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enough to conceive ſomething worthy gf 
Her. I thank Madam de Clermont tor of © 
not having been killd by the extreme Heal 
of Andaluſia, and for having had fair We 
ther both Times I croſs'd the Streichts, | 
beg her to continue her Favours to me, a 
to believe I can never forget ſuch ſolid 0 
ligations. In my Paſlage from hence 


how far the Affection ſhe honours me will! 
does extend. They ſay there are People 7 
Lapland that fell Wind, but I believe © 
can give it if ſhe pleaſcs; and if it is n 
always in my Poop in this Voyage, I ſh 
call her to an Account about it. With N 
Permiſſion, I humbly kifs Mrs. Atalantih 
Hands; and tho her Inconſtancy is one 
the chief Things I prais d in her, I mf 
beſeech her to let me have none ont. 
give her and her Siſter a thouſand Thank 
for the Honour they are pleas'd to do n 
in remembring me. But, Madam, her 


| ge 
the fifth Page I have writ, without writ” 
a Word to you; and when you read ſo mf 5 


ny Things ſpoken of others, without ſpeiſ pe 
ing to you, I think you might be allf 
Why dont you eat a Bit of the Cake yourp| 
You know tis not my Fault, but you 
If you will eat, tis but ſaying the Wo 
and Ti ſwear you ſhall have all, and ev 
Body's Share {hall be yours: Yet, for | 


ra 
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ports of Joy it gave me to hear, that I am 
NT erery Inch of me in the Heart of the Man 
vou know is lo much according to mine. 
know the Place is no Place of Eaſe; I 
don't believe there's a Spot of Ground in 
all Africa ſo hot, or a Culph in the Sea 
Amore toſs'd about. than that; but all this 
dont hinder me from rejoycing infinitely at 
my being in it, and holding myſelf ex- 
treamly happy in having fo great a Place 
Fin the beſt Heart in all France. But ſince 
be has been pleas'd to do me fo much Ho- 
nour, i humbly beg that, in order to make 
| the Obligation compleat, hel give you 
leave to go into it too farther than any 
Body elſe, and make Room in it for at leaſt 
half your Body; for, upon iny Word, Ma- 
dam, I can't be wholly any where, if you 
an't with me. If he has ſtill the ſame In- 
Iclination to do Good, as he us d to have, 
Im ſure hel readily grant me this Fa- 
Avour, and be very glad to put us there to- 
ether in private. I ſtand very much in 
need of ſuch an Opportunity, that 1 
may, without being heard by fo many 
People, to tell you what I feel for you, to 
vhat a Degree I love and honour you, how 
Inſupportable your Abſence is to me, how: 
delighted I am with thinking of you, and 
Jich how much Zeal lam, 


Madam, 


Jour, &0. 
L % 0 1 


[| Thought IT ſhould never have got ont d 


might not wait, but come thither juſt ij 


gain. And tho I was inform'd there w 
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al 
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* 5 Im 
To Monſieur de CHAUDEBONNY u 
LETTER XILIII. 6 


S1R, ko 

this Country, and my ill Fortune ſeem! 1 
to have block d up the Mouth of the Por { 
of St. Lucas and Liſbon. I left Madrid wg 6 
on Advice that an Engliſh Ship was to & © 
Sail from Sevil in ſix Weeks; and that 


the Time, I went round by the Way g 
Gibraltar and Granada. Here ſix more at 
paſt, and I don't believe twill go tl 
Month yet. Impatience of ſtaying ſo log 
in one Place, made me come from thend 
hither to Liſbon, only to ſee this Tom 
and with an Intent to go back thither j 


= +» £ RIO 


no Ship here, yet I reſolr'd to travel abc 
three hundred and fifty Miles, and paſs ti 
Sierra Morena twice, only for Diverſia 
But as good Luck would have it, whillt 
was upon my Journey, there arrivd 
Engliſh Ship, in which, God willing, I 
tend to embark. I have ny ove 
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already, and in two Days more tis to 


be quite laden, and then twill hoiſt Sail 


with the firſt fair Wind. Fortune drives 
me about very Wwhimſically; ſhe made me 
travel thro Spain in Auguſt, and now {he'll - 
ie me go thro a Sea-Voyage in Noοẽꝗ 
Lia. The Veſſel carries five and twenty 
Guns, is very ſtout, and well armd ; I be- 


lieve we ſhall ſtand in need of its Stoutneſs, 
for there are a great many Turks about the 
Coaſt, and in this Seaſon I don't think I 
ſnal! be fo unhappy as not to meet with 
ſome Tempeſt, of which I may one Da 

give yon a Deſcription. This Ship is cer- 
tainly better than I could have expected. 
The Voyage is much eaſter from hence,than 
from Sevil, and I would not, for a good 
deal, have ſtay'd there, and not have come 


to ſee Portugal. III aſſure you, Sir, Don 


Manuel and Signora Oſoria have a fine Eſtate 
here; and if they might come to it, they 
would live more comfortably than they do 
at Bruſſels. Liſbon is, in my Opinion, one 


of the fineſt Cities in the World, and is as 


well worth ſeeing. It conſiſts of three 


Hills, all cover'd with Houſes and Gar- 


dens, which admire themſelves in a River 


three Leagues broad; and the City, which 


appears in the Tagus, 1s no leſs beautiful 
than that which ſtands on the Banks of it; 
yet I can't help being uneaſy in it, for I 
have not receiv'd one Letter ſince I have 

" = Wl becn 
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been here, and I know nothing of what 
paſſes in the World. They have hardh 
any Notion of any other France, than No 
France. Moſt of the People I ſee here, an 
People of tother World; and they hay 
oftener News from Cape-Vert and Brafl 
than from Fa is or Flanders. So that tho ij 
ought to be ſome Satisfaction to me to he 
in the Marmalad- Country, and to have: 
_ Miſtreſs who is ſWeeter even than that, ye 
all this don't touch me; and I pray as mug 
to be out on't, as if I were in Greenlau 
What ftrange Things, Sir, Spaniſh Ad ven 
tures are | I have been as chaſte here, a 
u Lady whom I believe you viſit every 
Evening; and yet, with all my Severity 
T ſhall one Day be able to ſhew you ſon} 
Love-Letters written in the Spaniſb, Por 
gueſe, and Andaluſian Languages; and if 4 
Mooriſb Dame. that lives by me, could wnis, 
I might ſhew you ſome too in theGuimy-Lavf 
guage; but I hope the Wind will ſhorth L 
blow away all theſe Paſſions, and ſend me} 
to a Place where I have ſome that are more 
ſolid and better founded. You, who have 
great Part of them, may imagine with 
hoy much impatience J long for this Hap 
pineſs. This I can promiſe you, I ſhall 
never leave a Miſtreſs with ſo much Com 
tent, as when I go to fee you; and I who 
have defended myſelf all my Life- time 
from the Afflictions, the Languiſhings, is 
tlie 


moi S eee en eee oo 


a 


» 
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- 


the Uneaſineſſes of Love, do at preſent. 
dy} meet with them all in Friendſhip. I be- 
Net lieve, Sir, youll believe, and eaſily be per- 
ar} ſwaded, that a Man for whom you have 


avef done ſo many good Offices, and to whom: 
raſl} you have given ſuch excellent Inſtructions, 


cannot fail to be grateful. Conſtancy and 
Gratitude are the two Virtues you have 
taught me, and I can never uſe them more. 
| defervedly, than towards you; had I with. 


| I owe you, I ſhould not even then be quit, 
Imuſt ſtill be indebted to you for that ve- 
ry Generoſity, ſince twas of you I learn'd: 
it. Neither indeed is it my Deſign to try 
to acquit myſelf towards a Perſon-, to: 
whom I take ſo much Pleaſure in ven: 
oblig d; and beſides that my Reaſon an 


mts} ablig d to be always, 


Lan} 
th Liſbon, Ofob. Sir, Po 
| me}. 22. 1633. | Tour, &c. 


more} 
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wa the utmoſt Generoſity paid you double what 


Iaclnation give me to you, I am glad Iam: 
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LAN DN c 
F 
To Monfieur . 
LET THRR ALIV. 


S1 R, 


* let vou ſee that 1 think one Ext 
cuſe extremely good, IIl make Uſe of 


it myſelf; it will be much more neceſſary 
to me, than to you; and you need not wan 


der at my alledging it in my Neceſhity, 


ſince I have always leſs Wit, and at preſem 
leſs Time. Youll eaſily believe this, when 

tell you I had Notice to Day, that we ſhoull 
ſet Sail in five Days; fo that I am to buy: 
Bed, Matreffes, Bed-cloaths, a little Flod 
of Sheep, twenty black Cattle, fifty Hen 
and a Coop to put them in; for the Captat 
won't undertake to feed the Paſſenger 
Beſides this, I muſt write to Sevil, to 
drid, to Flanders, to France, to m 


Friends, Tradeſmen, and Miniſters of Stat 


and to my She-Friends and Miſtzeſles ; au 
which is moſt troubleſome of all, I hat 
every Day a Portugueſe Billet-doux to 1 
ſwer; and, to tell you the Truth, Ie 
neither read nor underſtand it. F11 lean 


you to judge, if ever any Body had ' 


Hands ſo full of Buſineſs, and if tis pa 
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ble, I ſhould ſend you a Letter worth yours, 


when J could not do it in all my Lecture. 
It afforded me all the Conſolation you may 


imagine it would give to a Man of good 
Taſte and fincere Friendſhip, and has, I 
think, had a wonderful Effect in me; for 
it kept me from being melancholy at not 


having heard from my Father and Friends 
in Fance. I wonder I had no Letters by 


the Poſt. Tho I tell you I ſhall be gone 


in five Days, yet I beg you would continue 
to write to me; for you know the Days 
in this Country are not four and twenty 


Hour Days; the Spamſh are hardly ſhorter 


than thoſe of Greenland. I wiſh a Whim 
to ſee this Country, would take hold of the 


| Knight-Errant ; for I don't know how to 
give him a more magnificent Title; no 


Body has ſo good a Genius at inventing fine 


Names, as you have, and I own you could 


not ha ve had a better Subject to employ it 


upon. Beſides that the Ships of St. Lucar are 
J above fourſcore Leagues oft, I don't think 


they 11 ſet Sail this Fortnight at leaſt; then 
he might triumph over ſeveral Nations; 


| ind after having ſet ſo many C filian La- 
| dies on Fire, he might come and melt 
of fome Po; tugneſe ones. Really, it I were ſo 


wite as to love no Body that was out of 


| dight, I could never have liv'd more hap- 
4 ply than I might have done there laſt 


tiree Months, remote from Hurry and 
H 5 Buſinets, 
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Buſineſs, and without hearing any News, but | 
thoſe which from Time to Time you were | 
pleaſed to fend me. The true Way to get 
Wealth and Gayety, is, to let the Body | 
be haraſsd, and the Mind at Eaſe; and} 
this 1sobtaind by travelling: Things ge. 
nerally fall out croſs; and when we think 
to take our Eaſe, we commonly have moſt 
Buſineſs. The hardeſt Trot of a reſty 
Mule, the worſt Weather, and the cleepelt} 
Roads, are not half ſo tormenting as an 
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. 5 1 unlucky Affair. You may therefore be rr 
4414 ſure I am wonderfully pleas d with the Def N 

| | [| {l | ſign you have form'd of putting it cut df I 

j (048 the Power cf Fortune to cheat you, and df of 

111175 quitting her as a dangerous Miſtreſs: Hef b. 

ine Careſſes and Averſion are equally to bef m 

| 9 140 fear d; with either of them {he Kills hel 

1115 „ Lovers; and thoſe who look upon her F L 

Me vours as real Goods, are much more de 

1 ö ceivd than thoſe who take a Cat for a Pigen # 

Mn If I had not concluded with this Piece 

4 | 10 of Drollery, I ſnould have been too ſeriou 

| | | | for a Man who is fo little us d to be ſo, and 

i 104 who is in fo much Haſte. When you hart 

1 a Mind to retire from the World, Ill g 

Mn with you, and we'll go into ſome Plad 

i | 11/8 Where we may call every Thing how w 

[| 1444 pleaſe: Like Adam we'll give new Nam 

e do Things; and when we run directly com 

ſl EDT ter to all the reſt of Mankind, and callthf fe 

1 Good which they call Bad, we ſhall that 1 

$148 | | | | ao 
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agree in the true Meaning. But 'till that 
happens, and whilſt I remain in the World, 
I deſire you would, with the utmoſt Care, 
| preſerve tor me the Friendſhip of the Gen- 
tlemen you name. There 1s not one of the 
Count de Maures Recommendations, but 
what I prize at the Rate of a Million: 
If you knew the Wealth of the Flota, you 
would know the Value cf what you have 
xelt} ſent me. If Count Stufe has had the ſame 
Luck with you, as he had with me, he has 
ruin'd you by this Time; for I am no 
| Match for him, he has won my very Soul. 
This Loſs you are concern d in, for tis Part 
of your own proper Goods and Chattels, 
being obligd to be entirely yours, and 
more than any Body, | 


Sir, 
Liſbon, Octob. 15. 1533. Tour, &c. 


PETE FE EF TELE 2 1 & . . K 8 
=o Monſieur 00.0 0:0 
LETTER XLV. 


S1R, | 
| Am not fully affar'd who you are; butlam 
ſure the Letter I have receiv d can come 
from none but a very worthyGentleman;and 
I may expect a very great Support in you, 
| | 11 
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| Reſpect you have gain d, none can be more 
ſincere than mine; and that I am, more 
than any Body, FE. 
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if what you tell me, be true, namely} 
that you are better able to ſerve me, thay 


to write. If you are him I fancy you t 


be, this Happineſs could come from No 
body who could make it more dear to me; 
and I am very glad to find ſo much Good| 


neſs in one in whom I had before obſery! 


all other good Qualities, As in this you! 

have done me more Honour than I could 
have expected, fo, IIl aſſure you, Sir, [| 
acknowledge it with more Gratitude than! 
you can imagine; and am no leſs generouy 


in my Thoughts of that Favour, than you 


were in doing it. I believe you have a good} 


Opinion enough of ne, to believe what I ſay; 
and as for your ſelf, who gain every Bo 


But I may affirm, Sir, that among all the 


Sir, 


Lisbon, October 22, 1633. 


Tour, &c. 


- 
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dy's Heart, only by letting your ſelf be! 
known, you cannot doubt your being lovd 
by thoſe whom you ſo particularly oblige| 
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deſire you ſhould have what you deſerve, 
| that 


tzhas anbau 


Jo the Marqueſs of MONTAUSIER, 
who was afterwards kild in the Val. 


teline. 


LETTER XLVI. 


» '. ny 


Have read your Letter with all the Con- 


the moſt lazy and moſt deſerving Man in 
the World. There's hardly any thing I 
might not expect from your Friendſhip, 


| ſince you have brought your ſelf to take a 
| Ittle Pains for my Sake; and tis impoſſi- 
ble you ſhould give me a better Proof of 
| wn you tell me, than writing me Word 
| of it. 
withſtanding all your Tenderneſs for me, 


Yet it vexes me to think, that not- 


there ſhould be one Occaſion, upon which 
you did not care if I were hang d. Indeed, 
Sir, this is a Fault in the Affection you 
bear me; and I believe I may very well 
take it ill, without being thought at all 


over touchy. Tho, for all this, I am up- 
on other Accounts in: ſo much Danger of 


the Fate you mention, and J fo earneſtly 


tent and Satisfaction with which one 
ought to read a Letter that comes from 
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that if you were to have a Crown u 


that Condition, I believe verily I ſhould | 


conſent to be hang'd as ſoon as you could 
wiſh. Icculd more eaſily forgive Fortune 
for that Injuſtice, than for not granting 
you your Due, and refuſing you a Title 


{the has given Monſieur de Bellay. But ſmce | 
the Buſineſs does not depend upon this, 


and I may have a hundred Crowns of Mar. 
tyrdom, without getting 


of your Friends, you muſt owe this Ho- 


nour only tv your ſelf. Ipromiſe you, in 
my Courſe thro' ſo many different King 


| 


ven Kingdoms all at one Proſpect, of which | 


doms, you are always in my Thoughts, 
and I am contmually endeavouring to 
hammer out ſome Project which you ma 

live to execute. Some Time ago I ſaw fe 


four were in Africa, and I with you had 
them; for I thought twas a Pity you ſhould 


let them remain in the Hands of the | 


Moors. But if you ſhould not care to live 


in Barbary, we have had Advice here, that | 


the Ifland cf Madera is juſt ready to revolt, 
and will throw itſelf into the Power of the 
firſt that will undertake to defend it againſt 
Spain. Pray do but imagine the Pleaſure 


it muſt be, to have a Kingdom of Sugar; 
and how ſweetly we might live in it. Let 


the Charms and Engagements of Faris be 


ou e er a Royal 
one, we muſt look out for it ſome other 
Way; and without loſing the Life of one | 


— 
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never ſo great, if I know you, they would 


not be able to withhold you upon ſuch an 
Occaſion; if any thing could detain you, 
it would be only the Fatigue of the Voy- 
age, and the Trouble of riſing betimes: But 
Conquerors, Sir, muſt not always ſleep till 


Ncon. Crowns are not acquird without 
oil; even thoſe which are only of Law- 


rel and Myrtle, are bought with Labour; 


and Glory is reſolvd her Lovers ſhall ſuffer 


for her. I muſt confeſs I was ſomething 


\ amazd to find, that Fame gave me no 


News of you, till you writ yourſelf; and 


I Thelieve I am got farther than I thought 
it was poſlible to go, when I think that I 
am in a Country where they do not know 
you. Don't let ſo juſt a Reputation as 
yours is, be limited to the Foot of the Pi- 


renaan Mountains, over which ſo many 


have paſsd; come yourſelf to open its 


paſſage, and if the Gazette don't ſay any 
thing of you, make Hiſtory it ſelf render 


you immortal As for the Affront ſome 
People would make you believe I give you, 
in calling you by a Lady's Title, I'll aſ- 


ſure you, Sir, you had not the leaſt Rea- 
fon to be offended at it. I can prove to 
yon, that Amadis de Gul put an End to 
his greateſt Adventures, when he went by 


the Name of the I Jamfel of the Sea ; and 
| Amadis de Greece, when he was call'd the 
Damſel of the burning Sword, flew a great 


Lyon, 
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Lyon, and deliver d king Magadar ; but} 


this is one of the A4rtifices of a certain 
Lady, who having 


braveſt Man upon Fart. 


me of yours; for I ſwear, Su, nd 1 fay 


this more ſeriouſſy than all there. I thall} 


always endeavour by all! Sori- Mears 


and Ways, to deſerve the Hon ur cf yo 


Affection. "Tis my Opinion, that it would 


ſhew a Want of Wit, Generoſity, and Vir. 


tue, not to have a perfect Love for a Man 


in whom all theſe Things are viſible to {of 


high a Degree; and I, who have an extra. 
ordinary Eſteem for all theſe Qualifications, 
wherever I meet with them, muſt particu 


larly reſpect them in you, in whom they 


are joind to ſo many other Graces, and 


accompany'd with fo much good Nature 
I therefore beg yon to believe, that as I| 


know you better than any Body, ſo alſol 


beft know how to honour you; and that 


whilſt I have any Thing Good in me, 


can't fail to be, 


Sir, 
Liſbon, Octob. 22. 1633. 


my Run, is 
vex d to fee me under the tection of the 
However, II 
dare ſay ſhe'll find it very 13:4 to deprive 
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ü„ä„ 


Monſieur Vo1TURE's Letters. 163 


| rr 
LB DB BB BD BE BB LB VNY 


5 FF „ Rr NI 7 22 


% 
54 


N 


To the Marquis of PISANI- 
LETTER XLVIL 
81x, 


* in any Thing I eſteem the two Let- 
1 ters which you commended, tis for 


having procurd me the Honour of one of 


yours; the Sight of which iconfirm'd me 


in the Judgment I had long before made 
of you, namely, that you might come to 


make your Siſter and me Jealous, and de- 
y| prive us of the Glory of writing well, 
| which, were it not for you, we might pre- 


tend to. But fince you have ſo many o- 
ther Ways of getting it, pray give us leave 
to have this one, and don't aim at ſo diffi- 
cult an Undertaking as imitating your Fa- 
ther in every Thing; who, not ſatisfy'd 


1 A. 
| with the Reputation of being one of the 
braveſt Men in France, was reſolv'd to 


gain that too of ſpeaking and writing bet- 


| ter than every Body elſe. Tis true, Sir, 


you might hope to arrive at this, as well as 


him, if you had a Mind to it; but then it 


would coſt you a great deal of Trouble, 
and you would beſides loſe a charming Op- 
- -,  - portunaty 


+. F 
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portunity of obliging us, and giving us an] 

undoubted Proof of your Atteciion, by 
giving up for our Sakes your Pretenſions 
to a Praiſe which you might have fo great 


a Share of if you pleas'd. There are other, 
more ſolid and more worthy your Genius; 


aſpire to Them. Vet if you think that there 
are none, tho" never ſo inconſiderable, 


which a Man of Senſe onght to deſpiſe 


and that 'tis the only Thing he ſhould not 
be liberal of, I own I have nothing to 


urge againſt ſo juſt an Argument. ! know 
ycur Siſter has ſo great a Love for you, 
that ſhe'll readily forgive you the Wrong 


you may do her in this Point; and as fort 
me, I {hall willingly ſuffer myſelf to e 
vanquiſh'd, if you are to be my Conque- 


ror; for in lien of the Glory you will 


{poil me of, I ſhall have a Share in yours 


and content myſelf with that of being, 
. Us; 


Liſbon, Ofob..22. 1633, Tour, &c. 
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 ILLET. 
LETTER XLVIIL 


MaDamM, 


Is athouſand Pities you don't take 


_ Pleaſure in doing Good oftener, ſince 
whenever you undertake it, none can do it 
with fo obliging an Air. I receivd the 
late Compliment you made me, with all 
the Deſerence I oughtzand you have not only 
alleviated my Misfortune, but have put 
me in ſome Doubt whether I ſhall call it 


ſo: For ſince you have told me, that your 


: 
4 | 


Kindneſs for me ſhall laſt no longer than 
| my Vuhappineſs, you have almoſt torcd 


me to wiſh it may never end. See, Madam, 


| how much my Fate is at your Diſpoſal; 


you have, by the bare inſerting ot three 
Words, fo cheng'd two Contraries, I mean 


| your Preſence and your Abſence, (one of 


which is certainly the greateſt Good, and 


the other the greateſt Ill in the World) that 
I know not which is the Good, or which is 
the 11], and conſequently which of them 


to chuſe. However, {ſince I muſt ſuffer 
one Way or other, I had rather do it in 
” your 
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more than any Thing in Nature; bu 


1 believe this Metamorphoſis may one Daf 


on you. In the mean Time, be what y 
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your Preſence z and tho you are never fi 
cruel, yet, in my Opinion, you can ſheyf gy 
it no- Way ſo effeckually, as by refuſing to 
ſee me. I muſt confeſs, Madam, I fen Ty 
you beyond what you can imagine, an 


without forfeiting the Reſpe& I owe yo 
I love you (if 1 may ſo expreſs myſelf 
much more than I fear you. Tho' ya} 
frighten me a little ſometimes, yet I am 
infinitely pleas'd to fee you in all you . 
Shapes; nay, ſhould you be chang'd once | 
a Week into a Dragon, I believe I ſhouli} of 
fall in Love with your Scales and Claws far 
By what Alterations Lhave obſerv'd in you] 


happen; and whereas you tell me, that 
three Days in a Month you are not to be 
conversd with, methinks that ſeems ſome 
Diſpoſition to ſuch a Change. I am 

Monſieur de . s Opinion, that you 
will come to ſome ſtrange End, and then 
we ſhall know what Judgment to paſs up 


will, all the World muft own you are 1 
moſt amiable Creature; and while yal 
continue under your preſent Shape, as youl me 


| Whole Sex can {hew nothing ſo divine ani for 


perfect, ſo no Man ſhall be with more Zeal the 


than Iam, - | mo 
555 Madam, | fir 
Liſbon, Of. 22. 1633. 1 Tour, A tel 


Monſieur \ 01TURE's Letters. 167 
ooo oo tot oe fo 
To Monfieur GO U RD ON, at 

London. 

LIT TIE UN. 
81 R, 3 


Have had more Leiſure than I could 
have wiſh d, to ſend what you deſir'd 
of me when J left you. The Winds are fo 


far from carrying away my Promiſe, that 
they have preſented me with an Occaſion 


Dayf to keep it. They have kept me here alrea- 


dy this eight Days, which I ſhould have 
thought very long and tedious, had I not 


brought from London Imaginations that 
lait longer than that. I aſſure you, that 
you are much concern d therein, and that 
the beſt I have had, have been wholly em- 
ployd on you, or thoſe Rarities that I 
have ſeen by your Means. Yon undoubted- 


hy gueſs, that I ſpeak not of the Tower, 


nor yet of the Lyons which you favourd 
me with the Sight of; in one ſingle Per- 
fon you have {hewn me more Treaſures 


al than are there, and withal more Lyons and 


more Leopards. It will be no hard Matter 
fer you to gueſs, that I ſpeak of the Coun- 
| teſs of Carliſle; for there is not any one of 
| whach 
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be to think of her, yet for all that, I hau 
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which may be ſaid fo much Good, and þ 
much III. How dangerous ſoever it may 


not been able to forbear ; and, to be pla 
with you, I wonld not part with that Re 
preſentation which I have of her in mf 
Mind, for any Thing, t tho it were the mo 
perfect that I have {een in the Univerk 
She is, I muſt confeſs, a Perſon full of E 
chantment, and there is not under t 
Heavens one that can command ſo m 
my Aktion as ſhe, did ſhe but know wh; 
it i, and carry about her the ſenſitive 80 
as well as the rational. But conſidering h 
Temper, we can {ay no more ot her, thay - 
that mme is the moſt charming of all thol 

Things that are not good, and the mel 

delightful Poiſon that ever Nature produc 

I ftand fo much in Awe of her Wit, that ifp44 
has almoſt hinder d me from ſending yo 

theſe Verſes ; for I know the can judg 20 
what is good, and what ill in any Thing 

and that all the Geodneſs which ſhou 

have been in her Will, is diverted into he 

Judgment. But it matters not much if {lg 
condemn them; I dare not wiſh them bei 
ter, ſince they were written before 14 
the Honour to be acquainted with her; 
I ſhonld be much troubled to have 2 
or diſprais d any one to Perfection, for In 


* 


7 2 


lein 


ſerve that for her Pen. But for your Pat Arti 
Sir, Iwill not trouble you with ExcuſqSold 


WV 
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but thoſe that are allowable; and, on the 

other Side, I conceive you much in my 

Debt; ſo you ought to acknowledge your 

i ſelf a little oblig'd to me, that I ſend you 

paultry ones. Whatever they are, I can 

aſſure you they are the firſt I ever tran- 

ſcrib'd of my own Writing. If you knew 

how lazy I am grown of late, you would 

acknowledge my ready Compliance, none 

of the ſmalleſt Arguments of the Power 

WC you have over me, and how paſſionately 
Wu deſire to be, 


Dover, Dec. 4 Sir, 
1633. 


Tour humble Servant, Kc. 
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udn Jo Madam de RAMBO UIIIEI. 


Erin I 


Map AM, i | 
OW threatening ſoever your Letter be, 


] bs ke 
X | I could not chuſe but admire its Beau- 


zranh7, and wonder how you could join the ob- 
r IAleing and the terrible Stile with ſo much 
Pa Artifice together. You make me think of the 
cus Gold and Azure we find on the Skins of our 


rei. - I Snakes ; 
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Snakes; you do as it were enamel the thaf 1 
peſt. Reflections, with the livelieſt Colow 1 
of Eloquence; and, in reading them, I 
cannot forbear to be pleas d with thoſe ven 
things which moſt attright me. You ſoof ii 
began to be as good as your Word, whel t. 
von told me, that you would no longer fmil} p 
than Fortune frown'd on me: In the ſan 0: 
Minute ſhe ſeems to have granted me a H mn 
tle Repoſe, you begin to diſquiet me, ai le 
ew me, that tho I have eſcap'd the DA M 
gers of the Seas and Pyrates, I am not A m 
in Safety, and that you are more dreadiſ E. 


than they. IL could not have thought, M Pa 
dam, that for having declind a Quam 
with your Dwarf, I Mould have contract 
one with yourſelf, nor that I ſhould be « 
liz'd to anſwer a Challenge, becauſe I dui 
Compliment: If yon think I fail'd i tri 
that, you ought rather to call it Reſp th: 
and Fear, than Contempt; and belief Ye 
that the ſame Creature who diſarm'd Mg lies 
fieur de af his Sword, made j mo 


Pen fall from my Hand. Altho' he mig oſit 
have ſume Reaſon to complain, yet I aftc 
had none to take his Part againſt me; vit 
if you wiſh me ill for his Sake, I may juſſ Baſ 
ſay you quarrel with me on the leaſt Oi ſup 
ſion in the World. beer 

If you are refolv'd to perſecute me, f tiff 
$0018! the Excuſes I can alledge, will ſignify ef i 

thing; and I can only wonder you takef fab! 
| mn 
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al much Pains to find a Pretence for it. It 
al will be no Advantage to me, to have come 
ſo far, thro ſo many Dangers; I ſhall find 
ent Algiers where-ever you are; and tho I am 
dal in Bruſſels, yet I never was ſo near Captivi- 
hel ty, or being ſhipwreck d. However, don't. 
ul perſwade yourſelt, Madam, that the Flames 
aul of thoſe Animals wherewith you threaten 
Ame, can make me afraid. I have long ſince 

ns learnt to defend myſelf from thoſe Sorts f 
Yb Miſchiefs; and whatever you can ſay, Iam 
t more apprehenſive of Death from your 
ads Eyes, than your Hands. Among all the 
Paſſages of your Letter, which ſeems to me 
| admirable in all its Parts, I take particular 
Notice of what you ſay, how great a Plea- 
ſure it would have been to you, if I had 
been taken by the Pyrates: I cant but at- 
144 tribute it to your extraordinary Goodneſs, 
eſp that you could wiſh I had been two or three 
eliey Years Chain d to an Oar in the Turkiſh Gal- 
1 Mg lies, that ſo my Voyage might have been 
de i more diyerſify d. "Twas an ingenious Curi- 
min oſity, to deſire to know how I could look 
et I after, and dreſs the Camels of Barbary, and 
je; N Vith what unſliaken Conſtancy I could hear 
y juff Baſtmado's! After the rate you talk, I 
{| Ocp ſuppoſe you would have been glad. it I had 

been empal'd for half an Hour, to have ſa- 
me, ¶ tisfy d you how it felt, and what I thonght 
ef it: But that which is yet more conſide- 
able, theſe kind Wiſhes, you ſay, you be- 
I 2 beſtow'd 
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beſtow'd upon me, after you had re-aſſum'd | 
the mild Form of Woman, and were ſome- 
what appeasd, and become more human; 
neither can I any more reconcile to Jultice 
the Quarrel you would pick with me about 
Alcidalis. Judge, Madam, if being em- 
bark d in the ſame Seas with him, and in 
the ſame Dangers, I could forget thoſe Pe- 
rils which J ſuffer d, to recount thoſe he! 
had gone through? and while I lay under? 
my own Mistfortunes, if I could amuſe my} 
ſelf to write a Hiſtory of his? Notwith-| | 
ſtanding which I did not omit it in the miditÞ } 
of my Troubles: I writ above a hundred} | 
Sheets of his Hiſtory, and took a particu- t 
lar Care of his Life, at a Time when I can] i 
ſwear to you I had none of my own. Butf v 
don't thence, Madam, make an Eſtimate o 
of the Care I take to pleaſe my Friends} n 
After I have render'd you all the imagina p 
ble Services I can, thole Shadows can only} : 
Mew you the leaſt Part of the Paſſion If g 
have for your Concerns: If yon would m 
know that, conſider it rather in the Cauſe} H 
than in the Effects. But your Imagiua| I 
tion, how lively and wonderful ſoever it i; 
falls ſhort ef that; and if there is any 
Thing in the whole World greater thai 
your Soul, and which is beyond its Cont 
prehenſion, it is the Reſpect, Affectio 
and Eſteem it has bred in mine. Being 1 
lefs ſenſible to acknowledge the Obligh 


tion 


— 


— 


* 


—— - 


Monſieur VolTURE's Letters. 17% 
tions I owe to other excellent Perſons; 
you'll think that the © eur I received at 
the ſame Time wien + ws, brought me an 
infinite Satisfaction, as well as an extreme 
Honour. You Hine better than any other, 
the inclination and Keſpect have always 
had for the Merits of the Perſon who writ 
it, and you may remember in the Tune of 
the Civil Wars between you two, I have 
ſometimes left your Part, to take his. But 
this laſt Goodneſs of his has gain'd ſome- 
thing atreſh in my Heart; and ſince I have 
recety d it, pardon me, if you pleaſe, that 
I have eſteem'd him for ſome Moments a- 
bove any other Perſon in the World. But 
that you may not think, Madam, that it 
is you who have procur'd me all the Fa- 
yours I receive from him, I aſſure you, that 
on another Occaſion very lately he has done 


me a Piece of Service, without your being 
privy to it; altho it is none of thoſe I take 


the moſt. Pleaſure in receiving, and it has 
given me a new Subject of reflecting on 


I my ill Fortune, yet I eſteem it a great 


Honour to owe Obligations to him, which 
I ſhonid be aſham'd to do to any other, and 
Jam glad to receive any Marks of his Ge- 
neroſity. Hell ſwear, when you ſpeak to 


him of it, he knows not what you mean; 


and methinks I now fee him telling you 
fo; but you know his Humour and Tem- 


ber never. to forget to do a good Action, 
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tis Favcur, I humbly 
Aſſiſtance to return him thoſe 'Thanks I | 
owe him, and that Way to pay him at 
leaſt as far 2s I can at preſent. I a thow- 
ſand times kiſs the Feet of that incom- 


fore. 


Diſtreſsd at fuch a Diſtance. 


174 Monſieur VoI1TUREsS Letters. 


and never to remember it when it is done, | 
Since the Honour of your Eſtcem for me, | 


has been the firſt Motive to eſtabliſh me in 
beg, Madam, your 


parable Perſon, who was pleas d to write 
with her own Hand the Superſcription of 


the Letter you ſent me, and with four orf 


five Words render that Preſent ineſtima- 
ble, which was extraordinary Precious be. 
Yon have a great deal of Reaſon to 
call her the moſt charming and agreeable 
Perſon in the World, who can relieve the 
I with that 
ſhe, who ſo well knows how to manage tt, 


may one Day have all the Happineſs due to 


fo much Goodneſs, Beauty, and Virtue to- 
gether, tho'I know this Wiſh is very er 
tenſive. I hear, that the Lady, which 


us'd to call the Morning-Star, is become 


greater and more admirable than ever, and 


that it at the ſame Time enlightens and 
Although its Beams| 


burns all France. 


ſcarce reach the dark Shades where we 
live, yet its Reputation does; and, as far 
as I canunderſtand, the Sun is not fo bright 
as it. I am glad the Intelligence that ant 
mates 1t, has loſt nothing of its Force 2 
the 

Sou} 


Light, and that there 1s nothing but 
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soul of Mademoiſelle de Bourbon, that can 


make us doubt whether her Beauty is not 


the moſt perfect Thing in the World. The 


Manner, as I have ſeen in one of your 


| Letters, ſhe condoles me in, appears adm 


rably fine; indeed ſo many Croſles I have 
met With, ought to ſtir up Pity in her; in 


her, I fay, who is fo well acquainted with 
my Weaknels, and who knows that from 


; 


you pretend to 


my Cradle I have not had one Day of Re- 


poſe: It has beendiſturb'd at the Poſtſcript 


of your Letter addreſs'd to King Chiquito. 
In the Hell of Auaſlarax I found mine; 
and there I wanderd three Nights and 
Days, without ſeeing a Jot of any Thing, 
Iam very ſorry for it; for I defird, above 

any Thing in the World, to have the Comb 


| of the King of Georgia; Thave had a Mind 


to it above theſe two Years. Do not be- 
lieve that you have got that which I have 
faild of: The Combs which belong to the 
Queen of China, are not ſo eaſily obtain d; 


you muſt firſt write me the Name of the 


Pyrate, and do it without jeſting; for in 
that conſiſts the gremen Difficulty. But ſince 

o much gueſſing, imagine, 
if you pleaſe, Madam, all I would farther 


ſay, if I durſt make my Letter longer. 


Gueſs how much more J honour and eſteem 
vou, than Idid two Vears ago; and think with 


how much Paſſion Iam, Mademoiſelle, 
Bruſſels, Fan. 6. 1634. Tour, &c. 
. N 
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1 Am apt to believe, when you writ me] th 
the Letter you were pleas d to honourf yc 
me with, that you thought the Eſteem II Ni 
have always had for yon, has acquir'd you an 
ſome Reputation in the World: That on] ple 
all Occaſions J had given you infinite Teſti] r1 
monies of the Honour of my Friendſhip, | as 
and had for that Reaſon lent you two than 
ſand Crowns on an extraordinary Occaſionʒſ ny 
and that at ſuch a Time, when all you the 
Credit fail'd you elſewhere; at ſuch a Jun] the 
cture too, that otherwiſe your Reputation] tell 
muſt have for ever funk. At leaſt, after twc 
the Rate you return your Thanks, and] we 
ſpeak of yourſelf and me, I have ReaſotÞcy 
to believe, that in a Dream you have mi- is n 
ſtook the one for the other, and put your] can 
ſelf in my Place. Otherwiſe, my Lord am 
you would not write after that Manner] Pair 
you do, unleſs perhaps you are of 9 myt 
nion, that there is no greater Good in the eth 


World, than to do it to others, and think Ft be 
thoſe oblige you, who give you an Oppor- bin 
| tunity | 
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tunity of obliging them, and imagine you 
receive the Pleaſures you give. Certainly, 


if it be ſo, there is no Man in the World 


to whom you are more oblig d, than to me; 


and I deſerve all the Thanks you give me, 
ſince I have given you more Occaſions than 


any one elſe of exerciſing your Generolity, 


"1p, 
Ou - 
ON; 
"ou 
un- 
ion 
ſter 
and 
ſon 
mi- 
Dur- 


ord, 


nel 


| 


and doing Actions of Goodneſs, which, 


without doubt, are worth more than all 
the Good you have done me, or all that 


you have remaining. Among the great 


Number of thoſe I have receiv'd from you, 


and among fo many Favours you have been 
pleas d to beſtow upon me, I aſſure you, 
my Lord, there are none I eſteem ſo much 
as the Letter you have done me the Ho- 
nour to write to me; and if among ſo ma- 
ny Things which affected me with Joy, 
there is any one Thing that did ſo above 
the reſt, I mult needs beg your leave to 
tell you it is that where yon mention the 
two Perſons who deſerve all the Reſpect 
we can pay them, and to whom, if we 
compare them not one to the other, there 
b nothing under the whole Heaven they 
an be compar'd to. When I think that 1 
am in their Memory, for that Moment my 
Pains ceaſe; and whenſoever I repreſent to 
myſelf the Image of either the one or the 


K 
tne 
ink 
or- 


ty 


ther, the very Face of my Fortune ſeems 

d be chlang d, and that Imagination chaces 

om my Spitit the Darkneſs which oppreſ- 
13 ſes 
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fes it, and fills it with Light. But that 
which is {till a greater Happineſs, is, tho 
I am fo far from ever having deferv th 
Honour of their Favour, yet J flatter my. 
ſelf that I have ſome dhare in it, and! 


am fo happy as to believe what you tell 


me concerning it. I know one, my Lon 
who weuld not be ſo eaſy to be perlwade 


if he were in my Place, and who, afſteſ 


two Years Separation, could not live in 
much Tranquility, nor with ſo great Aſlig 
rance. In the Satisfaction which that Bi 


lief gives me, be plcas d to judge if I an 


much to be lamented, and if there ar 


not many whom the World calls happy 


that are not ſo much as I. Without this 
could not defend myſelf from the gener 
Sorrow which is here on all Sides, nor reli 
the Melancholy of Monſieur de C 
whom I am forc'd every Day to contes 
with, and who is in Truth much abc 
what 3s commonly imagin'd of him. 
tides the Fancy he has taken to let! 
Beard grow, which already reaches do 
to his Middle, he afte&s a Tone more 
vere than ever, and which comes very na 
the Sound of Aftelpbus s Horn: Unleſs 
were to treat of the Immortality of t 
Soul, or of the ſupreme Good, and i 
moſt important Queſtions of moral Phi 
ſophy, he could not bawl Jonder. If 5 
moc1 itus culd come again, though he if 
| ne 


1 


WI. 


ſon 
no! 
fro 
pre 
the 
Co 
Bu 
ges 
tie. 
Fa! 
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never ſo great a Philoſopher, he would not 


that] hear with him, becauſe he was addicted to 
thof 1ughing ; he has undertaken to reform the 


 thef Doctrine of Zeno, as too effeminate, and is go- 


my. ing about to make the Stoic łs turn Capuc hin. 
1d If So that, my Lord, you don't deſire any Ad- 
tell vantage to that People, whoſe Governor 
-ordf you with him to be. 1 5 


ANNA 


I Monfeur GO DEA, after- 
wards Biſhop of Graſſe. 


LET TER LL 


81x, 

V OU ought to give us Time to recover 
1 our Tongue, before you oblige me to 
write to you; for it appears to me to be 


et N now ſo long a Foreigner, and but juſt come 
dow from breathing the Air of Barbary, ſhould 
preſume to expoſe my Letters to one of 
y ne the moſt eloquent Men in France. This 
:\s | Conſideration has kept me ſilent till now. 
of tf But tho I forbear to anſwer your Challen- 
id i ges, I cannot refuſe to return your Civili- 
Phi ties: By theſe you have found a Way to 
If J vanquiſh me, in Spight of all my Evaſiors. 
1e ae 


 lomething abſurd, that I, who have been 


In 


„ 
— Lan a. 3 = — 0 


Lad 1 


* 


— 


— e Ke 2 1 5 * 2 
ws 3 
—— em —2 ans — 24 — 


— — — 


— — —— —— — — — — — 


— 1 Je” - — 
. * q = ER * 7 - — . 
. o * —_— 5 - - 
* 2 
— — 5 — — 
= — / 
. ———— — — —— — —— - 
— — — — 2 ; 
— . 4 — 
_ — —— — - — — 2 . - * - _=_ - — 
| : — —— 3 - pos - = 1 = _ — — — 
— —— < 5 
8 — 5 — ö 0 L 
— — — — =. - — = 
= — - — — 
= == = ; a - 
as ——— RO IF — — — CE — 2-44 * _ : * . | ads. 
. : * : p — — —— — 5 — — — 
2 _ n => REY Nr — 2 I — — — — f ; 
— . _ — = . — - ” \ 
* hs * — —— 4 Ts - — we Ger — — h —— — . 5 
: — — — — — — 3 2 1 N = — — r „ HE Wo 4 — 2 x 
A — — — — 4 = | : 
—— © - — — 2 —— — — — - Ni 
= — wn 5 * Y £ > - . 
* 8 5 = * re ye — * - — _ _ * — — - 0 — Su - . _— — — — — — — = 
* - * . > ws . HS. * — 2 ; , _ k | . _ | = 
* * * * — — ; | x . 
p * 228 Pp. — —— _— —_ — — 
| S | | 
: - 4. * 1 — = £ — * * - 
N 0 , 1 — — = — 8 
; | | 


— 


- -—— - 
— — — 


— 
— 


- = — — — 


— — 


— — 


— 0 1 — 
— * ä — — 
— ͥ́ — —— — — 


* —— ——e W ů 


— 3 — 


2 
2 — — 4 —U— —04 


180 Monſieur VoITURE's Letters. 


In my preſent Condition, it is more repu di 
table for you to conquer me this Way, thank n 
to overcome me by Force: You would hay} th 
acquir d but ſmall Glory by vigorouſly at] ar 
tacking a Man who is already driven u fre 
Extremity, and to whom Fortune has give} u. 
ſo many Blows, that the leaſt may be ſuſ 
ficient to cruſh him down. Amidſt thef Jo! 
Darkneſs in which ſhe hath placd us, we $i 
can have no Defence; but here all our An re: 
and our Skill in Parrying, are uſeleſs. Thef yo 
Caſe perhaps might be otherwiſe, if youſ of 
had ſet before my Eyes the Sun of which} ſw 
you make mention; and as dejected as you wc 
ſee me now, I ſhould grow daring enought 2 
to enter the Liſts againſt you, if the Lighth an 
of that were divided between us equally.| thi 
"Tis more to have that alone on your Side,] yo 
than all the reſt of Heaven. The Beauties ry 
which ſparkle in all that you do, are only} cl 
derivd from hers, and it is the Influencef thi 
of her Rays on you, which produces fof vy 
many Flowers. Nothing can ever appear] wit 
more lively, than thoſe which you ſcatterfyo 
on every Thing that comes from you. Ifare 
have ſeen them upon the Ocean's extreameſt wh 
Shores, and in Places where Nature cannot Fter 
produce, no, not one Blade of Graſs. Iyor 
have receiv d Noſegays of them, which Þs 
made me meet in Deſarts with the choiceſt hn 
Delicacies of Greece, and of fruitiul Itah: 
And tho' they had been carry'd four = that 
| | re 


© 
— 
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dred Leagues, neither the Length of Way, 


nor of Time, had in the leaſt diminith'd 
their Luſtre. They are indeed immortal, 


and cannot decay, and ſo vaſtly different 


from all terreſtrial Productions, that it is 
with a great deal of Juſtice that you have 
offer d them up to Heaven; for Altars a- 


lone are worthy of them. Believe me, 


Sir, in what I am ſaying, I ſpeak but my 
real Sentiments; when my Curioſity, as 
you ſay, had oblig d me to pals the Bounds 


| of the ancient World, to find out rare and 


ſurprizing Objects, your Works were the 


| wondertulleſt Things that I ſaw, and Afri- 


ca could ſhew me nothing more new, nor 
any more extraordinary Sight. Reading 
them under the Shade of its Palms, I with «4 
you crown'd with them all; and at the ve- 


y Time that I faw I had gone beyond Her- 


All 


cles, J found I came ſhort of you. 


this, which was capable of producing En- 


vw in any other Man's Soul, filld mine 
with ſo much Eſteem and Affection, that 
you then took the Place there, which you 
ae now deſirivg, and perfectly finith'd 
what you think you are ſtill to begin. Af- 
ter the Knowledge which I have had of 


Jou, how can I form ſuch an Image of you, 
8 You are willing to give me? How can 
ency you to be that little Creature you 


Ay vou are? How could I comprehend 


Mat Heaven could place ſuch mig hty Things 
in 
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in ſo ſmall a Space? When I give my Ima: 
gination a Looſe, it allows you iour Yardsf | 
at leaſt, and repreſents you of the Stature]! 
of Men engender d by Angels; yet I thallf 1 
be very glad to find that it is as you would} k 
have me believe. Amongſt the reſt of thef C 
Advantages, which I expect to derive fromf u 
you, I am in Hopes that you will bring t: 
our Stature into ſome Credit, and that it i 
ours which henceforward will be accounteſſ t 
the nobleſt ; and that by you we ſhall be li 
exalted above thoſe who believe themſelveſ d 
higher than we. As we pour the moſt ex 0 
quiſite Efſences into the ſmalleſt Bottle J. 
Nature infuſeth the divineſt Souls into the Pl 
ſmalleſt Bodies, and mixes more or leſs af an 
Matter with them, as they have more af {it 
leſs in them of their Almighty Originalf ſot 
She ſeems to place the moſt ſhining Souly m 
as Jewellers {et the moſt ſparkling Stone tal 
who make Uſe of as little Gold as they ca W 
with them, and no more than juſt ſuffiq ter 
to bind them. Ey you the World will N 
undeceiv'd of that fottiſh Error of valuing N 
Men by their Weight, and my Littlene 
with which I have been ſo often upbraid} #4 
by Mademoiſelle de Ramlouillet, for the if 
ture may recommend me to her. To ca 
clude, the Affection is very uſt, which yt 
tell me /he has for you, and not only ſhe, A 
ſix more of the lovelieſt Creatures that i 
luſtrate the Light. But I wonder that yg 
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rz] ſhould think to get mine by ſuch a Diſcove- 

ure y; and to gain it by the very Means which 

all} were ſufficient to make you loſe it. You 

uldl had need to have a high Opinion of my 

the} Goodneſs, to believe that I can love a Man 

om who enjoys my Right, and who has ob- 

ring tain d the Confiſcation of my moſt valu'd 

it af Poſſeſſions: But yet I am ſo juſt, that even 

\tedf this ſhall be no Impediment ; and I be- 

lieve you to have ſo much Juſtice on your 

| Side, that I do not deſpair but that we may 

accommodate even this Matter between us. 

They may very well have given you my 

| Place, without your putting me cut of it; 

and my Room in their Hearts, was but very 
Iſmall, if it cannot contain us both. As 

for my Part, I ſhall do my utmoſt, that I 

may not incommode you there, and ſhall 
take Care to take up my Station, ſo that 

+ we may not claſh, ſince ſo powerful an In- 

| tereſt cannot make me ceaſe to be yours, 
you may believe that, in Spight of the 

in worſt of Accidents, I ſhall be eternally 


Bruſſels, Feb. 3. 1634. Tours, &c. 
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tha 

n Dee „e, e 1 8 Wi 
3 fa 
To Mademoiſelle De RAMBOUILLETþif 

| = 
LETTER LL. 0 

. 1. Fin 

5 anc 
 Mapam, * 
OR, being of ſo great Importance ys « 
our Tongue as it is, I extreamly apfty | 
prove of the Reſentment you ſhew tor theſduc 
Wrong they deſign to do it; and I multfthe 
needs declare, that I expe& no Good tronflise 


the Academy which you mention, fſinafff u 


they are rclolv'd to eſtabliſh themſelvepme 
by ſo great an Oppreſſion; even at a Timeflea 
like this, when Fortune is acting her TrafAfﬀt 
gedies throughout all Europe. 1 can beholdpppo, 
notiung fo deſerving of Pity, as when I ſerftho: 


they are ready to arraign and to baniſh ahne 
Word, which has & faithſully ſerv'd thifte | 
Monarchy ; and which amidſt all our Con-ffred 


fuſtons, has always been of the Side offte 
thole who were truly French. For my Part, port 
cannot, tor my Heart, comprehend what Tou 
Rezfon they can alledge againſt a WordPlll « 
whoſe only Euſineſs is to go before Reaſon, Pre 
and which has no other Fmployment, thanct 


to uſher it in. I cannot imagine what In- am. 


tereſt can oblige them to take away that he 
wi. belongs to For, to give it to BecauſePael 
that; 
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tht ; nor why they have a Mind to ſay 
A yith three Syllables, that which they may 
fy with three Letters. That which I am 
LET,Hafraid of, Madam, is this, that after they 
Ihare been guilty of this one Injuſtice, they 
will not ſcinple at more; perhaps they 

may have the Impudence to attack Fut, 
and who knows if If may be any longer 
cure. So that after they have deprivd 
e Mus of all thoſe Words, whoſe Buſineſs it is 
" Apſto bind others together, the Wits will re- 
 tlefduce us to the Language of Angels; or, it 
multfthey cannot do that, they will at leaſt ob- 
rromflige us to ſpeak only by Signs: And here 
ſinafJ imnſt confeſs; that your Obſervation is 
elveſſtrue, viz. That no Example can more 
"1nefelearly ſhew us the Inſtability cf human 
TrafAﬀairs. He who had told me ſome Years 
holdpeo, that I {hould have out-liv'd For, I had 
I ſeeftbought had promis d me a longer Life than 
ſh ane Patriarchs : And yet we ſee, that after 
thisÞhe has maintain'd himſelf for eleven hun- 
om red Years in full Force and Authority; 
e ofpiter he has been cmploy'd in the moſt im- 
art, portant Treaties, and has aſſiſted in the 
That Councils of our Kings with Honc ur, he is 
ord ll of a ſudden fallen into Diſgrace, and 
fon, Mreaten d with a violent End. I now ex- 
han ſpect nothing leſs, than to be terrify d with 
In- famentable Crics in the Air, declaring to 
hat the World, that the Great For is dead; for 
aue te Death of the Great Cam, or of the Great 
21; | SE © 
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lan, was, in my Mind, leſs importauhigh 
IJ know, if we conſult one of the find! 
Wits of the Age, and one whom I eſterafpme 
with Paſſion, he will. tell us, that tis owe fi 
Duty to condemn an Innovation like thuffeed 
that we ought to uſe the For of our Fatheniſit : 
as well as their Sun and their Soil, and tfonſ- 
we ſhould by no Means banilh a Warffiind: 
which was in the Months of Charlemaigſhat 
and St. Louis, But you, Madam, are tian 
Perſon who are principally oblig'd to wiht j. 
dertake his Protection; for ſince the fut 
pream Grace, and the ſovereign Beauty ge t 
the French Tongue lies in yours, you ouglſou, 
to command here with an abſolute Sor 
and with a Smile or a Frown give Life hic 
Death to Syllables, as uncontroul'd as Moti. 
do to Men. For this, I believe you hae: 
already ſecur'd it from the imminent Dem 
ger which threaten'd it; and, by voudy F: 
ſafing it a Place in your Letter, have fuſpor 
it in a Sanctuary and a Manſion of Glonpke 
which neither Envy nor Time can reader t 
But here, Madam, I beg leave to aſſiſay 
you, that IT could not but be ſurpriz d toon 
how fantaſtick your Favours are; I collffinc 
not but think it ſtrange, that you, wit 
without Compaſſion, could ſee a thoulſay 
Lovers expire, ſhould not have the Ha 
to ſee a Syllable die. If you had but I 
halt the Care of me, which you have ſhe 
of For, I ſhould then have been barg 

. pie 
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right of 11] Fortune; then Poverty, Exile, 
fine ln Pain, would ſcarce have had Force: to 
ſterapme near me. If you had not deliver'd 
is Oe from theſe Evils themſelves, you hack 
 thuffeed me at leaſt from the Senſe of them. 
thenfut at a Time that I expected to receive 
u thafonſolation from yours, I found that your 
Rindneſs was only defign'd to For, and 
Mat his Baniſhment tronbled you more 
Han mine. I muſt confeſs, Madam, it is 
juſt you ſhould undertake his Defence; 
ut you ought to have taken ſome Care of 
e too, that People might not object to 
eu, that you forſake your Friends for a 
Word. You make no Anſwer at all to that 
hich I writ about; you take not the leaſt 
otice of Things which ſo much concern 
We: In three or four Pages you ſcarce re- 
Wember me once; and the Reaſon of this, 
For. Be pleasd to conſider me a little 
ore for the future ; and when you under- 
e the Defence of the Afflicted, remem- 
Ger that I am of the Number. I ſhall al- 
Nys make Uſe of him himſelf to oblige 
Jon to grant me this Favour, and to con- 
ce you that it is but my Due; For 


Jam, &c. 
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by the leaſt Word from you, and all 
Diamonds and precious Stones with wl 
it is laden, have not ſo much Luſtre, a] 
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To the ſame. 0 
LETTER IN.. 
1 


MA DAM, 

AD I preſented vou with as m. 
H Pearls as the Poets have made Amin 
weep; and inſtead of giving you a Pie | 
Earth, had given you all; you could Fc 
have return'd me Thanks in a more maftep 
ficent Manner. The Vine of the the 
Magul would have been {uſFciently pan 


caſt ſo great a Light as any Thing that ti] 
written by you. Ithink I have begun 
ry brightly, Madam; and 'thofe wha 
fond of writing fine, would think thi 
good Exordium for what they call a bes 
ful Letter: But the Poſt won't give 
Time; and beſides, having carefully! 
yours, and your Mother's, I am reſolvC 
meddle no more with Wit. May If 
hangd, Madam, if any Thing can be ml 
gallant, or more charming, than that w 
I have received from her; and tis a N 


der too, that one who hardly writes 2b 
| | 7 


eri 
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e in four Years, ſhould then do it to 
11, that one would think ſhe had been 
4 qetually ſtudying at it, and thought of 
ching elſe all that Time. One would 
Ink, by this Time, 1 ſhould be pretty 
ch us d to the Miracles of your Family; 
tl own I cant help wondering at them. 
t particularly wonder, Madam, how 
„uho can dance fo finely, can write 
th fincly too, and bear away the Prize at 
jechre for three Things which ſeldom go to- 
Id ther, being the beſt Dancer, the beſt 
nafeper, and the moſt elcquent young Lady 
the World. You cant imagine how 

au pleas d me, in putting Monſieur Maine 
1110 the Matachin Dance : I likd this 
wh whſpought as well as any of your others, 
I give you my Word we won't dance 
f till he dances it with us. And, to tell 
mu my Mind, Monſieur de Chaudebome is 
- | melancholy at preſent to tinkle Bells; 
d believe I myſelf ſhall find it hard to 
eance well in your Abſerce, being ſo much, 
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To the ſame. 
LETTER IV. 
ons 


MAD AM, YOU 
V OUR Letters being now more ane 
rable than ever they were, I ſhaker 

be very much grievd to go without thieſ 
Having, ſince the Sight of the laſt hoy 


wrote me, loſt all Hopes of ever ut 
ting geod ones myſelf, I ſhould be glaiſf en 


receive them from others. The high pee 
nion I have fo long had of your Wit, Ire 
prepar'd me to ſee the moſt wonderful Nyot 
ductions from it without Surprize ; andhn, 
thought it could bring forth nothing ¶ bot 
would amaze me, unleis it were Thingsfthe 
dinary or common. But really, I mM 
needs own 'tis arriv'd at a Degree of Nuo 
fection which I never apprehended, auf gel 
have not been able to divine, that Weo: 
<culd do any Thing you do. Indeed, Mhe 
dam, what I ſay, is witkout Flattery ; Wea: 
my Ar ger is not ſo thorcughly gone (Pr 


as to ſuffer me to be in a Humour to 


any Thing obliging to you more than I neſ hi 
muſt, Yon have raisd yourſelf as I 
above ycurſelf, as ycu were betore ali ſu 

| oth} 


— 
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hers; and the ſhorteſt Letter you write 
or, is more valuable than all Alcidalis 
Ind Zelida, even tho you reckon their two 

Kingdoms into the Bargain. When 'm 
Mage was at the Height, I did not make 
ne Complaint againſt you but was accom- 
any d with a Praiſe ; and one of the Rea- 
ns why I endeavour to be reconcil'd to 
Peu, is, for fear that if I ſhew myſelf your 
* Enemy, People will think my Hatred pro- 
Ihdſfeeds from Envy, rather thanefrom a juſt 
t tiMeſentment : Yet you know in your Hart, 
aſt ſhow much Cauſe I have for it; and, with- 
er ut making any more Words on't, tis there 
glad expect you'll do me Juſtice. After having 
ghGcen ſo long dumb, I ſhould not care to 
It, Freak my Silence by Compraints; I only beg 
ul Nyou to conſider what Condition I muſt be 
andin, having at one and the ſame Time loſt 
ig Moth the Hopes of coming into France, and 
ing gte Comfort of your Letters. One of theſe 
I m{Mistortunes of itſelf might have been e- 
of Nrough to kill me; but, which is the ſtran- 
» Wſvelt Thing I ever heard in my Life, their 
at Neoming together, ſavd me, and the one 
d, Mhelp'd me to ſupport the other. When I 
Y 3 Seonfider'd with myſelf, that after this 
ne FProcf of your ill Will to me, how many 
to Miſchiefs Fortune preſerv'd me from, by 
I neFhindering me from falling into your Hands, 
mi began to think a perpetnal Bamiſhment 
ab ſupportable in Compariſon of that, and that at 
GA leaſt 
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tan, to lay theſe Vapors. But who dou 
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leaſt I ſhould not here dic a Death ſo 


Yet, Madam, this Conlolation is note“ 
effectual, but that I have need of anoth 

for I {wear Mr. —— himſelt is not} 

uneaſy asI am; and thoſe dark Fits of N 
lancholy which you have formerly feeng 
in, were but a Type of thoſe I am ng 
tormented with. Dyſhipate them, 1} 
ſecch you, and think of ſome Words, if 


that you can; every Body knows noth 
is impaſſible to you Wit, to which 13 
commend myſelf; and ſince thoſe Thing?" 
which are leaſt probable and moſt extra 
dinary to It are eaſy, let it make met Pot 
pable of being ſenſible of Joy in this Pla et 


and of living till I can tell you with of 


own Mouth, how much beyond what y lo 
can conceive, I am, 8 


Madam, ar 


Tour, &c. 0 
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4 8 K K KK * 
To 10 Ts 
LETTER LVL 
Ma D a m, 


Don't at all wonder you laughed o 
heartily, when you writ me Word of the 


othi 
1 range maccountable Report which 1s 
"hin pre of me, namely, that I have neither 


rtrÞoodne(s nor Friendthip in me; for really 
me othing was ever ſaid more ridiculous, and 
pla ou had gocd Reaſon to hear it in the ſame 
+ olanner, as if you had been told, that 
at Monfienr de Chandeboxxe robs upon the 
 "Pigh-way, or has marry d the Daughter of 
_ cur des 's Gentleman. For my 

| cant help wondering, ſo falſe an 
| — and ſo ungrounded a Calumny 
cc. ould have extended fo far, and infected 
ice Provinces; and whoever gave it 

uth, he that did it muſt be the moſt 

langerous Perſon in the World. I'll en- 
Me diligently to find out who it is; and 
I diſcover them, I ſwear I'll be rev engd, 
ho ſhe that did it be as lovely and terri- 
le as yourſelf. Your Mother performs an 
pa worthy her uſual Goodneſs, in not ſuf- 
ping fo great a Slander to be ſ pread about 
04; L K her 


know ſome People, Madam, that are bel 


a Lamb, you expoſe to my Wrath, has . 


1 = Hon! 
thro' Simplicity; and if I had not reſoly 


| ſhe, who knows ſo well the Charms of 


her Letters, which, when ſhe was to ak 
Ver them, ſhe'd heartily wiſh ſhe had nt 
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her Eſtate; but let her only hinder it fr 
being talkd m her own Chamber, for 


t! 


and reſolute enough to do it even then * 
Poor Mademoiſelle de Chalais, whom, lib 0 


Hand in the Crime; ſhe was faulty on 


:0 blame none but the Authors (f this In ' 5 
poſture, I ſhould rather complain of Mg 
Miſtreſs. Really I think it very odd, thi... 


ö 


dleneſs, and the Pleaſure there is in dou f 


nothing, ſhould ſay I am ungrateful, onlf 
becauſe I let her be quict, and don't ung; 


"Dl 1 


s J . bo IC 
ver receiv d. Tho' I dont give myſelf thy; 


Trouble to tell her of it, the ſtill ker Rl 
the Place ſhe ſo well deſerves in my Hea 
without taking any Pains to defend it: & 
15, as The deſires, at the Bottom of mf 
Heart, that is, in the moſt retir d Part þ ;; 
it, and there lies at Reſt, and undiſturb le 
Upon my Word, I hononr and love her ud 
perfectly as ſhe deſerves; and every Twlhj, 
I read any Thing that's pretty, or eat Ane 
Thing that's good, or have a good Digeſſhrd 
cn, I think of her, and wiſh her the ſamſh p 
But well thought on; you told us ſomhe. 
time ago, Madam, a Piece of News, whih, 


I made no Anſwer to, becauſe I was tht no 


ll. 


| 
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ir the Dumps; but now you inform me ot 
for je Report that is ſpread about me, I 
\ Sink that tother is as ſtrange as ever 1 
dl. Tho' Jam as well acquainted as a- 
Body, with the Charms of the Mar- 
oneſs of — I ſhall never have done 
* ondering, how, at a Time when ſhe had 
lou Man living in her Thoughts beſides her 
or and her Cook, when ſhe was dreſs'd 
T Uthe Rateen we ſaw her in, with two or 
, cc Napkins about her Head; how, I 
Or. ſhe could then win the Heart ofa Man 
dau hard to pleaſe, as I take the Marquiſs of 
on — to be, and ſend a Lover to ſigh for 
win in the Deſarts of the Thebais. The Spark 


. 
5 


a. Pu mention, would have done well to go 
Arn tr him; or, it he did not care for tra- 
eth 


ling ſo long a Journey, he ſhould at 
Walt turn Hermit upon the Valerian Moun- 
n. But in ſober Sadneſs, inſtead of put- 
N the (Queſtions you propoſe to me from 
TM, he had better hold his Tongue, and 
Art Ft ſpeak again theſe ſeven Years. Never- 
turd lets, Madam, Fil anſwer them, ſince 
her ſu dcfire it. The firſt, Why being dreſs d 
1 dlue, he alwars ſeems dreſs'd in green? 
at ane of the moſt difficult Queſtions I ever 
Digeiserd propos d in any Science; and, for 
e LA Part, I can't find what can be the 
5 fol Iſe, - unleſs the Gentleman, inſtead of 
Wine at one a-Clock in the Afternoon. and 
as tune drefs'd by Three, as hc us'd to be for- 
a mer, 


ket 
Hea 
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merly, is now grown more lazy, and 
ver appears but by Candle-light. Benth, 
it will, I ſhould adviſe him to dreff 
green, in order to fee, whether he w : 
then ſeem dreſsd in blue. As for the. 
cond, which I would have him refolve 
on, to take la Mote, or to deliver me 
of the Hands of the Saracens : Witheu 
Bit of Self Intereſt, I think this laſt En 
prize, beſides its being the juſter of 
two, is alſo the moil difficult, and ca 
quently the moſt glorious. I here are 
and twenty thouſand Foot, and fix 
{and Horſe, who are to take Care to 2 
me, with as much Care as Geldi es and 41 
vet he has no need to be frighten d atth;+ 
for Hector the Brown did alon e defy f 
and thirty thouſand Men in Noi thu 
land, and I don't think he was ſo val 
48 s he i is. And then he has no need to 
prehend that he ſhall have any wan 
1 awrels here; the fineſt that grow 1 
Ens ope are in this Country. On my $ 
I promiſe him I take Care to {ot thehhe 
Order, and get Crowns made of thou 
but befides Saracen Soldiers, he'll hawan 
1acen Ladies to fight with too; ſolthit 
whom wont quietly ſe: me taken þ) 
them; and the Report which you ih le; 
:3 ſpread all over three Prov; inccs, Wha 
bi yet come to one of the Seventeen. '1 a 
not ſo ill a Character! here, as I have 


05 
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ice where you live; and tis believ'd, that 
and en tho I thould not be ſo very much in- 
e nd to love, I ſhould nevertheleſs be wor- 
ref y to be beloyd. But, Madam, I own 
e Ws is no Conſolation to me; and I ſhell 
thek myſelf very wretched, if among all 
lee pertons in France, whom! ha ve ſo great 
me f geſpect for, there is not one that has 10 
tho.) an Opinion ef me, as to believe that 
t E Heart is form d as it ought to be; that 
ot Fen conſtantly honour thoſe who deſerve 
1 ca and infinitely love thoſe who are infi. 
_UeFSely lovely. I can't tell what you, fer 
X Ur Part, think of it; but I'll aſſure yau 
to gp Pody has leſs Canſe to doubt it; and I 


14 as perfectly as] ought, and You could 
at iin 5 8 5 
= 1115 þ 

ey Madam, 

thun 


| Tour, &c. 
va {I | 
d to POSTCRIPT. 
want 225 
iR JOUR Mother will always he the 
ny H beſt and gallanteſt Lady in the World; 
the! e could have promisd me nothing that 
i tould have pleasd me fo much as that 
haWance you ſpeak of; but I fancy you are 
ſolÞitaken in the Name of it. This puts me 
en Mind of Time paſt, and makes me con- 
tel ler how much Difference there is between 
'S, Mat and This. Thus when 1 lay upon 
Paw, I fancy d myſelf upon three Quilts, 
ve . - and 
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This, Madam, is a true Reprelen tation 


trom every Thing I love. Leu knowt 


rable Perſons hold in my Heart; a R 


ſpeak of me in a Letter to Count Bri 


and Obligations he has been pleas d to! 


too ſerious; pray don't let him. 


— — = — — — 
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and now tho I had a Pozen of Quilts d 
der me, I thould tanſy myſelf upon Thayf 29. 


the moſt eaſy and indolent Gallant inf 
Bruſje's. Kut he who gave me this Nag 
in his Letter to you, did not know all n 
Miſeries, nor cculd conceive the Grief 
gives me, to ſee my ſelf fo far diſt 


Interpretation that ought to be put wy \ 
this, and the Rank which thoſe two 3 T 


which none elſe muſt ever think to g bell 
All that come hither from France, ſpeſSuſf 
of them with Admiration, and are di h 


tented with the Miracles of their Ven do! 


and Beauty. I moſt humbly beſeech Mhad 
Madam, to uſe your Credit, in orderÞof h 
keep for me ſome Place in their Remafme, 
brance. The Gentleman, to whom cher 
know I have already ſome Obligations ry u 
continually adding new ones to the olfRep 
and did me the Honour tother Day to u 
and 


I acknowledge this Favour as it deſer 
and, even tho I had as little Goodneſs i tis 
Friendſhip as they ſay I have, I {hould@was 
ways have a due Senſe of the Kindiſ me, 


me with; but I am afraid hz is grow 
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w To the fame. 
iel r 


nh NADA NI, 


HO you aſſure me, that the Iſle cf 

R. France was not one of the three re. 
gAbellious Provinces, yet I have a ſhrewd 
peSuſpicton of ſome Iflanders; and 1 wiſh 
ef] had one of them in my Hands, to 
en do my ſelf Juſtice upon her. 'Tho' they 
| had committed no other Fault, than that 
er fol having too readily aſſented, as you tell 
me, to believe ill of me, I ſhould think 
N chem ſufficiently guilty, and ſhould be ve- 
ry unwilling to have been ſo much ſo with 
Regard to any of them. I had much ado 
do underſtand what you ſay. of la Corneille, 
Bei and the Son of the King of England; but it 
I have gueſsd rightly at the Meaning. 
tis the greateſt Piece of Malice that ever 
lag was forg d. You never ſaid any Thing to 
df me, that provok'd me ſo much; and 'tis an 
> lf Aﬀront I ſhall never forget, till 1 have 
wi had my Revenge for it. But at what a 
Degree is Perſecution arrivd? And what 
may I not look for, when even your Mo- 

- ther 
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her Hand, and found ſhe made a Jeſt | 
me and my loyal She-Friend : Yet I can; 
believe ſhe did this of her own free Wil 


but you certainly put a Dagger to hy. 
Breaſt, ard forcd her to write it. Af 
theſe Injuries, Madam, put me into a t p 


11ble Fury; but the ſweet Sauce you fe 
me, appeas d it. J found, in Monſieur 
Chandebonne's Letter, the Sugar which ye 
thought yon had put into mine; and le 
it with the utmoſt Satisfaction. I mu 
needs own we have none ſo good hen 
and if you'd now and then ſend me. 
Quantity ct it, Id extract a very rare Jul 
trom it, and, contrary to the Maxim 
Phyſick, That all ſweet Things twin into Oi 
ler, I dare ſay it would appeaſe min 
hich is very much irritated, And 1 
deed tis very ill done, to mock à poi 


Child, who learnt F ench only fer my Sake! 


41d who, for all that, had the Wit to cFuk 
me from among all the People that ar 
nere. But I dare engage for her, ſhe 
ihortly write quite ancther Thing, ard 1 
two or three Months Time be in a Cond: 
tion to revenge herſelf. There was a Tim 
when Madam de writ no bette 


5 , Ft 
ther herſelf ſeems to have declard aganif , 
me. I was extreamly amaz d when I ſat e; 


take 


ſuch 


man ſhe does now; yct at preſent cverſ- 


Body talks of her Wit, and Copics of he 
Letters zre ſhewn abont even here. Tul 


1 


ine 


I 
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to anſwer the Queſtion which you beg I 


4 would give a Reply to with Truth and 
F cincerity of Conſcience, I ſay, in Truth 
and Sincerity, Madam, I don't think there 
*M was any Body who thought that Billet- 
doux a Glory to me; and I had rather 


write another wretched Letter, than make 


| wretched a Judgment of any Thing. 


But 1 ſhould not give my Opinion ſo bold- 


ly in any Thing, without I knew who I 


ſpeak of; eſpecially ſince I have been once 


Jalready caught trapping in what I ſaid. 
Tt thoſe, who can remember every Thing 
they have done from their very Cradle. 
I own I believd it was meant as a Jeſt; 
nay, I thought it ought to have been ſo; 
Ibut ſince twas you and the C. of 
Ithat ſaid it, I eat my Words, and ſhall. 
take Care how I diſoblige People who have 


ſuch long Memories. 


Tan, &c.. 
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To the ſame, |! 


LETTER LVIII. 
MADAM, | 
F you were not the moſt amiable Pe 
. fon in the World, you'd be the moſt d 
teſtable ; and you have a Pride whid 
would be inſufferable in any but you. Ye 
tue for Peace in the ſame Manner as 
thers grant it, and make Uſe of ſuch Wor 
to put an End to a Quarrel, as might ſen 
to begin a War. I don't knew bow I come 
condeſcend ſo low: let's bave no more of yu 
Folding, but write to me every Week, I 
35 wonderfully humble indeed, and a mig 
ty fine Manner of exerciſing the Chriſta 
Yertues! Then you command me never i 
be angry, but once every five and tweuly 
Years, becauſe you won't forgive me a 


_eftner; as if your Favours were never bf 


itow'd, but when thoſe of Heaven are 
pen, and that nothing but a Jubilee a 
abſolve thoſe who are in a Paſſion agam 


Fou. This is the Condition I was in, 


dam, when I receiv'd your ſecond Lett} n 

which lenity d me mightily, by infor - 

ing me, that you did not care I ſhonldi 
hang 


| 


——— ä — _ 
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bang d, without you were here to ſce the 
Operation. Truly tis a very great Mark 
of your good Will, and a Proot that you 
have ſtill ſome Tenderneſs for me, not to 
be willing that this Misfortune ſhould be- 
tal me, unleſs you had the Pleaſure to {cc 


it. After having ſo long implor'd the A 


fiſtancc ot Your Wit, to find ont Words that 
might make me leſs un nappy, it cout: 


furniſh you with none but them. Undeed 


nothing can make me more eaſy to ftay 
at Brujels, than the knowing that there's 
a De! lign on Hot ut Pris, to have me 


J hangd; and this Place, which betore IL 
| thous! it ny Pritin, I now regard as an 


AG Ba againſt your Perſecutions. I have 
much ado to believe what vou tell me of 


| Madam de ———, or to 1;nzpme that ſhe 
| fides with you agaiaſt me. It it be true, 


Fortune has been more juſt than either you 
or ſhe, in wag 5 her Letters from fal- 


ling into my Hands, is really a great. 


Pity you {hould fpoil fo good Lady by and 


I {hall be more Dy at your having cor- 


rupted her Innocence, the an at your . me 


| pale Sentence upon mine. Be it as *twill, 


I muſt tell you, that neither of yon can 
take any Reſolutions to my Ditad vantage, 


but what muſt be unjuſt ; and it you ſry 
any Thing azamilt ine, I ſhall live to abe 
you cat your Words. This, Mala. +, 
nat ſaid out of Pride, but out of the Con- 


tidence 


K 6 


K* et ent. 4 


9 


— — 


* 
1 


Moenſieur V OITURE's Letters, 
fidence Men of Vertue generally have, and 


which is the natural Ettects of a good Con- 


ſcience. If I had the leait Thought that 
I have flipt, aud deſerv'd ycur Menace 
I mould not have thoſe good Interval 
which you fee I ſometimes enjoy; and 
iuſtead of curing other People of the Spleen, 
I ſhould die of it my ſelf. If I have curl 
your Mother of this Diſtemper, I fliall pz 
tiently ſupport all thoſe I have left; and 


indeed the Aſſurance I have received, tht 


J have the Honour to be in her Remem. 
| brance, and the Uneaſineſs it gives menct 
to ſee her, make the greateſt Part of my 


Joys and Aſbictions; and I don't wonder 


ſhe wiſhes more than any Body to fe 


me; for I believe no Body will be fo plea] 


fant as I {hall be, if ever I have the Hap 
pineſs to be in her Preſence. The Phile 
{opher of our Acquaintance, whom you 
remember fo properly for drawing up his 
Eyes jometimes like a Pigs, roll'd them 2 


bout, when I read to him that Paſſage inj 
ycur Letter; ard, in Truth, the Soul of Zen 


might have been ſhaken, and Monſ. Mignon 
affied on ſuch an Occaſion. Philoſophy, 
which has Remedies againſt all other Mi- 
fortunes, has none againſt the leaſt Lok 
of Monſieur Rambouillets Favonr. Let that 


Science be never ſo much an Enemy to thef 
Paſſions, it cannot diſapprove one's hi} 


ving one tor ſo deſerving a Perſon; na 


wonder 


| 


Bri, 


Fan 


hat 
hing 
fo 


's _ 
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wonder at ones doing for his Sake, what 
it commands us to do tor the Sake of Vir- 
atme. I dont know, Madam, whether it 
ez can any better teach us not to love you; 
aJtot what Likelihocd is there of doing that, 
nal when 'twas Monſieur de C handebonne that 
en, taught it me? So that I muſt needs own, 1 
raf dare not hope it; and I am refolv'd, let 
»+[the worſt come to the worſt, to be always 


yl) = 
5 


nd 

ut Madan, 

M- | | 

xtÞBraſels, the laſt ct | 

ny} June, 1634. Tours, &. 
der 


N NENA 


_ 
-4 To the ſame. 


his LEYTER EIT, £ 


Mapa, 


Am very ſorry you can give me no bet- 
hy,Þ ter Signs of Peace than you do, and 
tiffthat your Wit ſhould be unfruitful in no- 
offtting but doing me Good. I know it to 
ſo capable of doing every Thing, that 
mult think the Fault is rather in your 
Fill; and fo long as it continnes no more 
vourable to me than it is now, I ſhall 
| have 


P TTT tall. ed ie #=.., MA eres, hor 
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have Reaſon to believe you are not 11 
good- natur d as you pretend to be. IA uh 
afraid the Teſtimony your Brother gives mu 
your Juſtice, is rather a Proof of your II tha 
ranny; which being grown more exorbitaf un 
than ever, won't now ſo much as give If not 
ple Leave to complain of it. Perhayy Qui 
he were as far from you as I am, he'd tal 
as I do; and I ſhould ſpeak as he dag 
if 1 were in his Place. Yet, Madam, wh 
ther it be a Truce or a Peace that yd 
grant me, I dont refuſe to enjoy the I nou 
nefit of it. I have already cxecuted af 0 
of the Conditions upon which you grant you 
it me; M. D. having offer d me anothy ;1;9 
Wav to write to him, I could not helps ther 
cepting it, tho I could have wilh'd nf kin 
Letter had paſsd thro' your Hands; ta of « 
hop'd it would have been the better for to f 
and I did deſign to beg you to correct if ſhe] 
It was ſent away but four Days ago; 
Monttenr Frotte, who is here, took ti 
Charge of it upon him, after having oft 
defir'd it. As for Alcidalis, I than't lea 
| him. till I have fet him upon Afri 
Grc©-:-4: I hope it won't be long betonſ 
de for we fee Land already. But, 
farm * can't make him happy, till I 
„I I cant let him fee Zelida, ¶ cauę 


sen Monſieur Mandat; andi thor 
n „and good Fortune, will fage 


e319 (440 ar ther Man from what IF fece] 


b n "8. > JV 
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at preſent. Really, after this Story, that 
which you tell me of Martha, gave me as 


much Pleaſure as any I ever heard; but 
| that is only the Beginning of it; her For- 
mme can never ſtop there; and I would 
# not ſwear, that we ſhan't in Time ſee her 
Queen of Mauritania. Yet, for all this, I 
don't deſpair to fee her hang d; but this 
# won't be ſo ſoon. Iam very glad of what 
| ſhe has procur'd for you from the Dutcheſs 


of Savoy; and am pleas d to fee, that Ho- 


nours pour upon you from all Parts of the 


World. I my feit could allo have gotten 


you one of the King of Morosco's Muſta- 
clio, and a Handful of the Beard toge- 
ther with two of the Cheek-Teeth of the 
king of Fez. But ſince the Death of him 


of Sweden, I thought you would not care 


to place your Friendſhip any more upon 
# ſuch Sort of People; and beſides, I am now 


more reſerv'd than I us'd to be; for I re- 


member you have often upbraided me with 
| my engaging you always with Lovers, 


when you deſire none of them. If I am 


prudent for you, Madam, I am no leſs ſo 
F for what concerns my ſelf: Whatever fair 


N Fortune preſents me with, I 
ſhall take Care not to fuffer my ſelf to be 
caught; and I ſhall live longer than I 


thought I ſhould, if the Prophecy ef the 
lage Enchantreſs be true. I moſt humbly be- 
| leech her to believe ſhe cannot aſſume that 


T. 
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think I am full enough, 


— — 


Title with any Body fo juſtly as ſhe ma 
with me: Really, every Thing ſhe dog 
inchants me, and I ſpent a whole Day if 44% 


reading the four Lines ſhe wrote to m 


I ſhall take her Advice, and avoid Gn 7 
dafilea, as much as I would do Scylla ( y 
Char ybdis. Pray give me Leave to retun 
my humble Thanks to my Lord Cardin 
de la Valette, for doing me the Honour t 
{peak cf me in a Letter which he wr | 
to Count Brian; and likewiſe permit n 


to tell you the Pain I am in for Mademaf | 


ſelle Paulet's Illneſs. Her Fever, Whid Y 
you did not think would laſt above fou ble t 


and twenty Hours, will ſtick by me for (% « 


veral Days; and I ſhall never be curd dm 


of it, 'till I hear ſhe is well. M. d/4—*tt 


would never forgive me the Liberty yaſ* 
pardon in me, it the ſaw that I am ne“ 
a whit the better for her Advice, and thaf*P- 
I can't help talking of others beſides yolP"* 
in the Letters I write to you : She'd laut!! 
all Hopes of doing any Gocd upon me, ai. 
ſay, with more Reaſon than ever, that Een, 
have not a Bit of Gallantry in me: E. Ind | 


tho ſhe ſets yon above every Thing il"! 


the World, yet, if ſhe knew my Thought” 
of you, I'll aſſure vou, Madaun, ſhe woul me 


122 


5 
Tours, Mertu 


W1:('2 


Ul. y 


The 3d of March. 


| Monſieur VOITURE's Letters. 209 


Ne | | 
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g | To the Marqueſs de SOURDIAC. 


un! SY 

j. Lk 
T i | | 

TOR My Lokn, 


I 1 the conſtant Perſecution of my 
ill Fortune had render'd me inſenſi- 
ble to all Sorts of Affliction, yet I could 
ot digeſt that of not hearing ſometimes 
24 $rom you; and methinks the Want of your 
Leiters is an VUuhappineſs able to ſhake 
ve the Conſ'ancy ef the ruſt reloivd Philoſo- 
nechbes. 1 have, with much Iinpatience, long 
thifxpected an Anfwer to my lat, which I 
yoſſut into the Hands of your noble Lady; 
laut now my Stock is quite exhanſted, and 
aj can no longer adjourn my humble Peti- 
at Bon, that you would put me out of Pain, 
Puſnd let me know what fatal Accident has 
g Mebri; d me of that Happineſs. You ſee, 
eh) Lord, with what Aſſurance I chal- 
Guenge your Promiſe ; and what an Opini- 


n I have of your Goodneſs, when I fo 
Ply beg this Favour of you, which I im- 
. &fÞortune you to pay with as much Confi- 


2 


lence as if it were a juſt Debt, tho it is 
duly the mere Effect of your Indulgence 
1 and 
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and Liberality. And fince you have af in 
| ways ſo great an Inclination to that Va tha 
1719 tue, I flatter my felt, that you will oof mo 
Wl | 5 be diſpleasd with me, for giving you af Adi 
[| 
| 


Opportunity to exerciſe it. All that I of the 
aſlure you, is, that it ſhall be well eq pec 
ploy'd, and heartily acknowledg'd ; a tis 


1 that you cannot poſſibly make a greatſ vile 
1 Demonſtration of it, than by condeſcaſ to 
Il if ding to ſhew 1t to, | Nig 
1 418 EE Fou 
| ith | Jt at 2 
1000 1 { Tour very bumble Servant. ry * 
10/11/1118 33 eſt « 
IU eee eee cn 
000 To Mademoiſelle RAMBO UILLI = 
ee | e | 
Nie | LETTER LXL | br 
Mee 7 . vou 
| | Have read, at every Hour of the Dr 
| HRW the Letter which you writ at Midnight Joy 
al BETA 61 bf and tho I an't us d to be over much ple: Way 
| | [1 with Favcurs done me at that Hour, 19 © 
{ Fol ceiv'd this with more Satisfaction than Iq dim 


11 expreſs. After having thoroughly examiſexte 
5 it, I can find nothing in it that myſt 
VR! diſcover it to be written by one who End 
1 half a- ſleep; and I was thereby confimp8*n 
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in the Judgment I formerly made of you» 
ef that at this Time your Wit is generally 
4 moſt lively, moſt bright, and aſſumes new 
of Additions of Strength. In ſtudying for 
af the Caule of this, I will by no Means ſuſ- 
xl pect you for any Harm, nor obſerve, that 
al tis a Wonder the Hour cf Ghoſts and De- 
at vils ſhould be yours too. I chuſe rather 
aal to believe, tis becauſe there can be no 
Night in your Soul; and that being a 
Fountain of Light, the Darkneſs of the 
Night, which makes others heavy, cannot 
| at all affect that: When Shades cover eve- 
nt. ry Thing elſe, that ſhines forth with great- 
eſt Splendor; and the Shadow of the Earth 
can neither reach that, nor the Stars. Tho 
I ſpeak of it in Terms much more magni- 
El ficent, I humbly beg you to believe, I 
--F ſhould not fay ſo much Good of it, as I 
have receiv d from it. The Choice it made 
| for you of three or four Words, which gave 
Jour laſt Letter a more obliging Air than 
any of your others, gave me an unhopd 
Daf tor Satisfaction, and inſpird me with a 
ügloy which I am ſcrupulous of giving 
lea Var to, for tear J onght not to be content- 
1 wed out of your Preſence. But pray, Ma- 
Iofidim, do but obſerve how far your Power 
mif extends: Ihe very Moment you had writ- 
mii ten Word that you ſhould be glad to ſee an 
0 H knd to our Misfortunes, the Heavens be- 
an to clear up, and gave us a better 
| „ Proſpect 
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Proſpect than ever. Since this is fo, and 
tis the fame Thing in you to dee ard tof 47 
do Good, I humbly befeech you to com] tel 
tinue to have good Defires for us. I havef n 
a Notion, that even this will produce ſome]f W. 
happy Effect: Your pond Fortune will o .. 
vercome the Malignity of ours, and youf 10 
may contribute more than any Body to Un 
the Accommedation which fo many Peoplef .) 
labour to bring about. But pray, Ma. 
dam, let it be quickly; for really I am im. 
patient to fee the Wonders which are 4 
Arie. I don't think the Gentlewoman yu 
mention to Monſieur de Chandebonne, can 
{hew the moſt extraordinary, even tho' the 
Monkey, which has hare to play on the 
Guitar, could ſing to it. I know when 
there are greater Miracles to be ſeen thai 
that; I myſelf am in Hopes too, I ſhal 
 ſhew you one in the Alteration of my 
Humour, which I can promile you 15 af 
leaſt equal to yours, tho not ſo enchantir 
You have therefore no Need, Madam, t 
fear that a Melancholy, which you dil 
pate at ſo great a Diſtance, ſhonld com . 
quite to ycu; nor to be forry for your ij , 
ving loſt my Letters, when you ſhall fin * 
me myſelf; Fil make you own, that I af | 


h—_ 


. 
Ad 


? gs” 


[8 
* 


better than them; and you ſha!l ſee T hay a: 
never written the beſt of my Though he 


In ſhort, you may take my Word for 


that except a pretty many Hairs, whi | < 


Monſieur VoOITURE's Letters. 213 


are turn grey, there has happen d no Al- 
teration to me, but what is for the hetter; 
nay, 1 hope, that even they will fall oft 
| with the Cares which produc'd them; and I 
ſhall certainly be quite another Man, when 
I can tell you with my own Mouth, how 
{of much I honour you, and with what Reali- 
tft am, 


Ma. Sn ſels, October Madam, 
2 at 35, 16 54 


Tour, &c. 


thi PEEL A NN ND IO ONO B22 0145-3 
Here 7 | h | | 

ha 

my LETTER III. 

8 N 

* Map av, | 
| | : - 
777 ] Don't know who the Abencer: ages are, 
* whom you prefer to me; but I fancy 
«Jul they were no more born at Granada than I 


was. Perhaps, the only Advantage they 
hve over me, is the being near you, aud 
all my Crime is my Abſence. You may 
with Reaſon believe I am guilty of ſome 
mighty Crime, fince Heaven 1nflicts fo 
_ | 5 

-$ great a Puntjhment on me; and I don't 
vonder you condemn me, and refuſe to hear 


the 
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the Defence of a Man who is fo far fromfef th 
you: All the Ladies in the World, as wellfhiml 
Moors as Chriſtians, do generally act thugþpga1! 
I only could wiſh, that in depriving mefy10 
your Friendſhip, you have not try'd todifhyell 
honour me too, nor taken the Pains to achſhar 
cuſe me, in order to defend yourſelf. Youſpears 
had much better have follow'd the Examplnlt: 
of Madam -—, and Mademoiſelle — 
the firſt of whom, without alledging am 
Cauſe, breaks oft all Correſpondence with 
me abruptly, thinking that it mutt comg 
to that one Time or other; and the other 
deſerted me without any Noiſe, and hold * 
ing her Tongue, out of meer Lazinels, ſay 
nothing at all of me, neither good nor had 
Yet, Madam, if you ſtill have ſo much 
Remains of Juſtice in you, as to believe one 
ſhould not leave his Friends, without fomq 
Pretence, I wonder you ſhonld think of na 
better than that you alledge, You, whe 
have fo happy an Invention, and always dl 
gave fo much Probability to your Fable bs 
Moreover, Madam, I 7 hink vou don wh 


judge favourably enough of the Letters Ft n 
have written you, it you think thoſe 7 
wrote to Monſieur Mandat are better; 2 

| cn 


make a quite different Judgment of yours 
and tho I know nothing of the other Let ere 
ters you have written, I would ſwear vol ©© 


never writ better. None but one who hat 
a 


fo much Goodnets as me. could {peak thu 
| | of 
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nf them; and none elſe could prevail upon 
lllhim(clt,to praiſe the Satyrs which are made 
mkoainft him And, in Conſaence, a Man; 
hrho endures Injuries fo patiently, very 
Iifhrell deſerves Favour; and you ought to be 
achham'd to be ſo rigorous with one who 
ranbears it with fo much Calmneſs, and is ſo 
plonſtantly,, VVV 
= Madam, 

—_ .- SE 
ith Tour, &c. 
Me | 
he 
Md 
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* To the ſame. 

uch Sh 
od | LETTER LXIIL 


JIN 


 Mapan, 

Should have burnt this Letter after I 
had receiv dyours, if I gave much Credit 
what you ſay to me; but I am fo us d to 
t nothing but Hurt from you, that I don't 
>, flow how to look for any Thing elſe; and 
ſuſpect Danger even from Peace itſelf, 
ns den you offer it me. I could wiſh that 
Pere were ſome Sign of Reconciliation be- 
een you and me, as there is between 
eaven and Mankind; and that you had 
Way to make me as certain of your Pro- 
U | miles, 
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miſes, as I am fearfiil of your Threa . ' 
Yet I look upon it as a good Omen, the 


4 


. Mademoiſelle, who had tor ſome Days NU 


deſerted me, has began again to write Con 
me; ſhe ſeems to me to be your his, afbut 
is the Rainbow which appears after g- 
Storm. She did not ſhew herſelf, wf feur 
the Heavens were enrag d againſt me, Alon 
it thunder'd and lighten d; and indeed, quer 
ſo tempeſtuous a '] ume, nothing could ha | do1 
done me any Good, and I gave my ſelf Hu 
gone. After this, Madam, I leave youP 
1magine, how glad I was to open my EA. 


at the Rays you were pleas'd to ſhoot up"? d 


me amidſt ſo much Darkneſs; but I own Rect 
am not yet come thoroughly to myſelf, ſom 
KNOW You often reconcile yourſel to Pe this, 
ple, that you may have the Pleaſure | 
breaking with them again. I am afaf ne 
the Light yon ſhew me, 1s a falſe Lig who 
and is only the Glance of a Flaſh his | 
Lightning, which, may be, will ſthonÞ'V 
ſtrike me dead. If it be otherwiſe, and i 
Peace you are willing to grant me be n that 
I receive it as you could wiſh, and wi of R 
ary Conditions you ſhall pleaſe to ann Py 
to it. But, Madam, when I have do ſou 
this, I would fam have you confeſs nf adm 
Innocence, and own you never ſuſpedſ m 
me of the Crimes whereof you preteniſ he 


you have quite recover'd me from f oi 
| Fri 
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0 Fright, I can't make any Anſwer to what 
„Jou alk me about Chocolate, nor talk of 
l Comedies, when my Head is full of nothing 
but Tragedies. Yet I could not help laugh- 
ering, when 1 read what you fay of Mon- 
HA fcur de R —, namely, that he ſtrikes like 
lonſeur Amadis bimſelf. Let your Elo- 
Fcuence be arriv'd at never fo high a Pitch, 
bali don't at all wonder at it, for 1 foreſaw it 
f long ago: Jam much more amaz d at your 
culbcing grown pleaſant. Whatever you. tell 
Elme of Madam de S —, I don t know how 
unlto doubt her Fidelity. I own tis a great 
un Recommendation to her Lover, to be hand- 
£ ſome, young, and a Gaſcon; but, for all 
Pthis, you'll find ſhell be Fool enough not 
re $10 leave me for him. I myſelt have 
nnen theſe ten Years, how ſhe uſes Men 
jofÞſvho are young and handſom; and as for 
In bis being a Gaſcon, that's a Qualification 
ono would not reckon among thoſe which 
q $a) gain her Eſteem, it you remember'd 
gefchat I told you formerly, ſhe ſaid, by Way 
wit Ridicule, that Fellow's either a Gaſcon or 
ne Picard, I dare ſay. I don't wonder you 
af ihould find admire in his Anagram; but I find 
J N admir d in it too, and that's worſe yet. But 
come what will, Madam, I may have here, 
end whenever I pleaſe, a Miſtreſs as handſom 
as the Infanta Briana, as amorous as Made- 
\ of Patlelle Arlanda, and as ſtrong and large 
11 * | # Umbed | 
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limb'd as Madam -Gradafilea, To be i 


to ſay one Word; and Mademoiſelle dA 
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ous, one of the moſt powerful Laſſes in # 
the ſeventeen Provinces, has a Mind's 
ſtrike up a Friendſhip with me: But Ma 
ſieur de Chaudebomie adviſes me not to ve 
ture. In the mean Time I run this Letter of 
into too great a Length, when I meant 


won't think it at all gallant, ſince I talk 
ſo many other Perſons beſides you. 

Madam, how kind will you be, if for 
you write me a pretty Letter? I you rel 
me this Favour, at leaſt grant me the 
ther which I beg of you, namely, to || 
me know your Thonghts of me, and to 1 
form me, whether you have prolong'd 
tour Years which you allow'd me to h 
Yon may do as you pleaſe; but really 
ought to be more merciful to me, for I 
infinitely 


The poor Devil will ſoon be well, andþ 


T our, &c. dec 


_ 


alinoſt cur'd already. I humbly thank th; 


{age Enchantreſs for explaining the Ad 
ture of Anaſtarax-to me ; I dont think a 
Thing was ever {o horrible 2s his Hell m 
be; and I fancy I ſee (Cerberus, and the th 
Furies, with all their Adders abont th 
in one ſingle Perſon : But what a Chara 
does poor —— act amoneſt all t 
awretched Creatures! „ 
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Z To the ſame. 22h 
LETTER LXIV. - 


MADAM, os 
1 Ying under ſuch great Obligations tc 
i Madam de C—-, 1 ſhould be very 
much to blame, did I not ſpcak of her; 
but in a Letter wherein I never mention-d 
to Fyour Mother, I think I might forget all 
to I the World beſides. I believe twas {he writ 
th the four Spaniſh Lines about King Chiquits, 
li am not perfectly well acquainted with 
Y Mher Hand; but I know the Air ſhe is us d 
I #to write with, which is fo gallant, and fo 
Fparticular to her, that tis unpoſſible to be 
&c.ſdeceivd in it, and no Body can imitate it. 
As for your Letters, Madam, let me tell 
androu in private, and in a Style leſs lofty 
nk than the Beginning of this Letter, and con- 
Aduſſequently more credible, that all you ſend 
k ane now, ſurprize me. They are much bet- 
11 mer than thoſe for which I us'd to admire 
e tou ſo much formerly, and which I thought 
theſthe moſt beautiful in the World; and tho? 
arad am not much addicted to Envy, I ſhould 
1 the very uneaſy, if *twere a Man that writ 
0 well. Mademoiſelle Prulet has been, 
FOO pleas'd 
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pleas d to do me the Honour to write to mg v. 
I find the long Letters I wrote to her out q fo 
Spain, have tird her. I can ſoon amend ig ti 
this Point, and I can much more eaſily fog m 
bear writing too much to her, than I cay te 
loving her too much. I think the only to 
Man J have never ſpoken of, is the only el 
Man I never ought to ſpeak of; and it wa y. 
better to give him Proofs of my Difcretion is 
than of my Friendſhip. As l fo often ſpohi it, 
of thoſe about him, I thought he could ng bl 
ver imagine my leaving him out to be Foyle 
getfulneſs, nor believe that I could forge 
a Man, whom I am for fo many Reaſon 
oblig'd to reſpect and ſerve more than an} 
other in the World. But I don't knoy 
why he ſhonld ſay, we ſhall have a gre 
many Diſputes about the Spanz/h Tongue 
unleſs remembering he has always had t 
better of me in every Argument we eve 
had with one another, and knowing tif 1 
Pleaſnrc there is in diſputing and conqueſ 
ing, he is willing to prepare that Satis 
ction for me againſt my Return, by attac 
ing me upon a Subject in which I muſt nee 
have the Advantage. I believe, Mada 
vou will forgive me all I have added ij 
this Letter, nc twas for the Sake of 
fns whom you love no leſs than you f 
vonrſelf. Pray give me leave once md 
to tell your Brother, that J love him 
mich as when I bid him adicu. and that 


0 
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J. | am his moſt humble and moſt obedient Ser- 
» me vant. I again kiſs your Hands, Madam, 
ut & for the Honour you have done me in wri- 
ad inf ting to me. I was not fo glad at ſeeing. 
7 fort myſelf here, as I was at finding. your Let- 
ca ter here; but if you are once more ſo kind 
onh to me, I had rather you would write leſs 
only eloquently, and more amicably; for reall 
t wil you frighten me; and when I fee your Wit 
tio is ſo great, I fancy I can never come up to 
pokg it, nor obtain any Place in a Heart ſo no- 
d nd ble. Among fo many choice Exprefſions, 
For let there be ſome gracious ones. Diſpel my 
orgd Apprehenſions, = really I, in ſome Mea- 
aſol ſure, deſerve your Care, being fo much, 
am . 5 1 
knot Madam, 
greg Tow, &c 
neu 8 5 
dm DSS 
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g thTo the Lord Cardinal de la VA- 


que „ 

at itt 5 , 

1 LETTER LXV. 
adan 


led i My Lok p, 

Pe * Truth, how long is it fince you: 
1 4.L have had a Thought whether the 
mal four laſt Books of the Æneid were Virgil's, 
n fer no, or whether Terence writ Phormio ? I 
tat b L 2 ſhould 


* 
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{ſhould not catechiſe you thus freely; buthint 
you know upon Triumphs, the Soldiergfcou 
were us d to Jeſt with their Emperors; andfof | 
the Joy of Victory gives Liberties, whichhwh 
otherwiſe would never be taken. Be frank}ma 
therefore, and confeſs, how long tis ſinexto ] 
ycu have thought of the little E mama, thefbit! 
Verſes of Catullus, or thoſe of Monſicur not 
Godem. Yet, my Lord, if you have for- be 
got every Thing elſe, you ought, at leaſt, tha 
to remember your Penedicite; tor no Body wor 
had ever more Cauſe to ſay it, than you, or} . 
was more oblig'd to return Thanks to the 2 
Lerd of Hoſts, And indced, the Condud 
and gocd Fortune with which you have {av} 
eur Army, is one of the greateſt Miracles $, 
that was ever ſeen in War; and all the 
Circumſtances of it zre ſo ſtrange, that I 
ſhould put them into the Chapter cf dewn:-| 
right Falſities, if we had not ſuch good Wit“ 
nelles of it, and if I did not know that 
there are no Wonders, but what one may 
believe of you. The Joy this has given t | 8 
all here whom you love, is a Thing that! 
can never be expreſs'd. But you may. & 
eaſily imagine, my Lord, that thoſe whopyou 
were formerly raviſh'd with hearing youſro! 
ſing, or make Verſes, muſt be mfiratelyÞit! 
rleas'd now they hear that you raiſe Sieges, to \ 
take Towns, and beat Armies, and that 


gur chief Hopes in our Affairs, are fix d upon. 
; 3 * . | 

your Perſon. I'll aſſure you this is heard 
5 WP % 


| | Monſieur VoiTURE's Letters. 223 
buthin this lace with all the Satisfaction you 


ier could wiſh for; and tho' you know nothing 


indiof it, your Arms make Conqueſts here, 
ich} which are more deſirable than any you can 
nk make on tother Siſle the Rhine. This ought 
nee to haſten your Keturi., be you never fo am- 


theſbitious; for indeed, my Lord, a Battle is 
cur not now the moſt glorious Thing that can 


for be gain d; and you yourlelt all own, 


aſt, that there are ſome Roſes of a * Shoe more 
dy worth than nine Imperial Standards. Iam, 


n 
the n 25 My Lord, 

15635. 
wh Tour, Kc. 
ad a g 
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that 
nay My Lord, 


| tof Shew'd to Monſieur de St. H——, to 


hat Monſieur de S. R-—, and to Monſtenr 
n2yÞ. 2—, that Part of your Letter where 
whoſou ſpeak of the Prince's Servants: I can 


youſpromiſe you they were not at all pleas d 


telyſvith it; and I know that Monſicur des (uches, 
ges, to whom I have not yet mention d it, 
hat ” L 4 won't 
ar N Some Roſc: of a Hoe; that is to ſuy, ſome Ladies; 
Alain Voiture' Time, the Ladies wore Roſes upon their Voss s 


wh that this is only a gallant Way of eepreſſing himſe . 


” 


—— —_— 


W ee © 


2 


224 Monſieur VoiTURE's Letters. | 
won't like it a bit better: $0 that if I hab kn 
a Mind to prepare myſelf againſt the M thi 
races you give me, you may imagine froi 
ſhould not want Friends; and if I writeſ let 
vou now, tis not ſo much out of Fear, g thi: 
out of a ſincere Affection, and the natut Pro 
Inclination I have to obey you. Belſidgas ; 
theſe I have nam'd, there are other bra me 
Perſons here, with whom it would be ma can 
dangerous to quarrel, who don't at all fon 
prove of my taking Pains to give you Plq into 
ſure, and who don't think it juſt you ſnouſ h 
receive any when they are not with yꝗ be. 
And really, my Lord, ſince your Abſen my 
croſſes all our Joys, it would be but eq inte 
if you deſir d no other than that of ſeeki by, 
them again, and were capable of no Ithe 
verſion till that Time came. This I wo! 
ay, all thoſe which we have here thut 
Seaſen, do not hinder us from thüfher 
king of you, and wiſhing continually Wit 
your Return. The Cold and Snows of tin! 
Alſatian Mountains, make us ſhiver EV. 
very Day in the moſt crowded Aſſemblit Joy 
and the Terror of the Ambuſcades ct tnc 
Croatians, gives us hourly Alarms pes 
the Midſt of Paris. But, which is er 
ftrange of all, and will, perhaps, to . 
feem incredible, Monſieur de B——, ac 
Monſieur de R——, have, for your Salt 
been melancholy at a Ball, and ſigh 
when the Violins have play d. Y al 
no} 
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I ba know, my Lord, what you may think of 

this, nor what Advantage you can draw 
ine] from it: But, for my Part, I am ſure, that 
ite} let them do what they will for you after 
Ir, $ this, they can never give you a greater 
tur} Proof of their Affection. 'T'other Day, 
eſill as I was ſhewing the laſt Letter you did 
rau me the Honour to write to me, when I. 
came to that Part of it, where you in- 
form us of your being juſt going, inſtead of 
Pla into AFati.r, I read into Thracia. Ironazan, 
hof who you know is not much addicted to 
yide mov'd at any Thing, turn d as pale as 
en my Neckcloth, and cry'd in an Amaze, 
eq into 'Thrace, Sir and another . who ſtood 
ekiby, tho' ſomething better acquainted. with 
o Uthe Map, was nevertheleſs diſturb'd. I 
I would willingly, my Lord, tell you ſome- 
e thithing of your Spouſe; but. I can't talk of 
hinfber, becauſe nothing can be ſaid of her 
ly hut Things incredible, and there's — 


of tin her now that can poſſibly be deſerib 
er (Every Thing you knew in her that was 
bligJovely, admirable, and charming, has 
 tpucreas'd hourly, and new Treaſures of 
ns Þeanty,” Generofity, and Wit, are diſco- 
ver in her every Day. Beſides, I can 
o Maſſuxe yon, ſhe has had in your Abſence all 
afthe good Conduct yon could defire, There 
Salftas indeed been ſpread abroad a certain 
figh\cport, which has, without doubt, given 
dan ſome Sntfcion of her, (for I know 
©1108 5 1. 3 yoit © 
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ll WW Il it you Africans) and there is, I mult own, q , 
[01108 |! I! Spark of a good Family, and who, in Time 6 

WWE may poſſeſs a handſom Eſtate, who tab“ 
| | I! [1 ſiome little Pleaſure in ſeeing her: But fe 
all that, ſhe has all the Sentiments of 
||| |}. FH wiſe, prudent Woman, and is quſt as 
(ill W || could have wiſh d her. Really, my Lor 
THT + || | | if your Heart is not grown very hard; 
ö | wong the Swedes, the Remembrance of x 
Ie theſe Perſons, ought to make you impatie 
Ie to return; and whatever Charms thei * 
| | lf 17108 may be in Glory, you muſt not think | s 
| i | „ | ug has as many as them. Haſten your Jou 90 
16 We! ney hither therefore as much as poſfibi .. 
li WAN |: and let your Ambition, at leaſt for ſony , 
i Time, be turn'd towards them; for if Vy 
l ctory ſhould carry you to the very Gati 

Ws of Prague, I don't think it would be at al 

1 { 4 for your Advantage, ſince 1t would remory 
1 you farther off. No Conqueſts on tothe 

n Side the Rhine or Danube ought fully to | 
n tisfy you, aud all Germany is not wort 
ee | one Suburb that lies more this Way. | 


11 4 If Tour, Ke. 


rr . reg cs ou CD = mn © 


| 
; | : ' 
: [ 17 * 1 
Nai 
11 BF: RS 
in . tht | 
N. 1 | 1 14 ; 
If | || | 
1 : } F 
1 11 
11 
If! $144 


S +. 


Monſieur Vol ruRE Letters. 227 


a 2 , mv * 4 Po "gy E of” % WP * E ug % o 1 oP ig * 
F 
i pip. IJ 


To the ſame. 
LetTTER LXVII. 
My Lord, 


V OU fancy one has nothing elſe tc 
do, but to write, and you talk of it 


very much at your Eaſe: You have only” 


twelve thouſand Men to command, and 
thirty thouſand to reſiſt: But if you had. 


} two or three Perſons that are here, to ſee 


and admire, you would not think one had 


} ſo much Time to ſpare. If you were in 
my Place, I dare {wear you would not be 
2 Bit more at Leiſure than Iam: I ſhould. 


be heartily glad you were in it, that we 
might ſee how you would behave your ſelf, 


with that Conduct for which you are fo 
much extolFd, and that miraculous Pru- 
| dence which has already extricated you: 


trom ſo many Dangers. For I give you 
Notice, Sir, that when you return from. 
the War, which now takes up all your 


Thoughts, you will have a more dangerous 


one to carry on, in which you will meet with 


Enemies much more brave and fierce than 
the Germans : and You, who, by your WC 
dom, have lately ſavd fo many Millions. 


1 6 of 
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of Lives, will then have much ado to er as 
icape your felt. There's no retreating from] sig 
them; and the very Sight is enough tohnt 
defeat you. There is, among the reſt, one nuch 
$:01-Arm, who is the moſt terrible Crea-hey 
ture now under the Sun. No Armour canſer: 
reſiſt his Blows ; he breaks all he touches zh fe 
and the grcateſt Barbaritics of the Croa- 
tiaus, are not to be compar'd to his. "Tishho 
true, my Lord, you know thoſe I talk of ul 
and have already met them upon ſome Oc-Fhis 
caſions; but don't think to find them ash 
vou left them: Their Strength is lately 


mereas d, and their Power arriv'd at ſuch 
a Degree, that there is nothing now able 
to reſiſt them. There does not pals a Day, 
wherein they do not make Conqueſts at 
the very Gates of Parzs : They take, they} 
kill, they deſtroy every 'Thing that comes 
in their Way; and whilſt you are taken 
up with defending the Frontiers, they ſet 
Fire to the Heart of the Kingdom. YetÞhz 
dont let this make yon afraid of return-flap 
ing; and fince you have never had thefour 
caſt Apprehenſion in fo many Dangers nd 

wherein any but you would have very four 
much, don't begin to fear now; for tho 
they ſhew Mercy to no Body, yet I be- 

eve they will grant Quarter to you; and} 
it you fall into their Hands, will treat 


you with all the Favour that ought to hef « 
 thew'd to a Priſoner of your Merit, Asſtir: 


fer 
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e- ſir as I can find out, they hope to make 

m] Sight of you in that Condition; for 1 

to hu t imagine why they ſhould rejoyce ſo 

ne huch as they do at your Victories, unleſs 

ca · Fer thought you would one Day honour 
anſbeirs; and they will be extreamly proud 
es zh ſee at their Feet the Conqueror of Ga- 

0d. u, and to let the World know, that he 

Tishho had been the Buckler of all France, 

of puld not ſhield himſelf from their Blows. 

O&-Fhis makes them wiſh for your Return 

ith incredible Impatience; and I dare 

ely 


— 


nfidently affirm, there is no Man in 
achGance whom they ſo earneſtly deſire to 
blefave, as yon. I tell you this, my Lord, 
ay, Pat you may prepare for your Defence, 
ath at leaſt that you may not contract ſuch 
hey] Fondneſs for the Title of Victor, as not 
mesp be able to bear the Loſs of it here. For 
ken by Part, let what will befal you at your 
ſet rival, I own I long till it comes; for 
YetÞ ſhall have no Pleaſure, till J have the 
urn Happineſs to fee you, and to tell you in 


the our Fire-Corner, the Cares, Uneaſineſſes, 
zers nd Fears, into which you have put all 
rery our Friends. I am, 

thot TT. 

be. My Lord, 

and | Tour, &c. 
reat . 
0 be Galas was one of the Generals of Ferdinand tl. 


 AdPbit'; Army. 
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Diſcourſe of a Man of the Pen. Weg. 
Paris can't endure you ſhould be in 
much Joy at Metz; and ſince we can't h 
der it, we are at leaſt refolvd to int Ma 
rupt it. Yet I ſhould not have been 
bold as to undertake this Talk, had TI 1 
been commanded by a Lady who can Nhe 
deny d nothing, and whom even thy, 
who are ſubmitted to by whole Army: 
with their Generals, would not be at 
aſham'd to obey. I own, Sir, every Tuneth 
T fancy I ſee you with nine or ten Mai; 
de Camp about you, I pity Terence, Vin 
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FRUITY 7 OU muſt have ſome Mortificat * 

| | in your Triumphs; and ſince ns 

407 may have the Converſation of Men of ie 

| i | Sword, whenever you pleaſe, you m WP 

| i with Patience, endure, for a Moment, , 
1016 


— — — 6 a 
— 


— Sing 
— . <a 
— 
SY 


= * — 
— -ot-— ty a CPs oe a ere — — 


- — — mig 


- at — . —_— 
— — — — = - 
— a ee en car 


and my felt, and all thoſe Perſons Mang 
who wiſh to be in your Remembran Sea! 
for I dare ſay there is not a Baſtion in 0 in t 
Town, tho' never ſo little, but what 5 Eve 
love a great deal more than you do the 
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ret I was afraid to murmur at this; I 
N confider d there were ſome who had a better 
Right to complain of it, and I wag unwil- 
ng to be at Variance with a Man who, 
they ſay, has all the Troops of Mareſchal 


de la Force in his Power. But ſince I am 


I ſpirited up to ſpeak, and there are People 
here who will ſtand to all I write, I ſhant 
Ide afraid to tell you, tis a miſerable Thing, 
Fto think of, that your Affection, which 
12 ſo lately ſhar'd among the moſt amia- 
: Idle Perſons in the World, ſhould now be, 
ms it were, given for Plunder to Soldiers. 1 
— am no longer myſelf, when I conſider that 
elche Place which the moſt adorable Crea- 
mre upon Earth had in your Heart, is per- 
haps now given to Colonel Ehron; that 
Madam de C—, and Mademoiſelle de Ram- 
honillet, have loſt theirs to ſome Aid de Camp, 
or Serjeant- Major, and that mine may be 
* beſtow'd upon a beggarly Corporal. This 
Thought, my Lord, hasthrown us all here 
into an Affliction which 'tis impoſſible to - 
expreſs: There is but one that remains 
conſtant, and ſhe maintains we wrong you 
m entertaining any ſuch Snſpicions of you. 
The Lady I ſpeak of, is fair and fat, gayer 
Jand handfomer than the fineſt Days in this 
Seaton, and ſuch as you could hardly equal 
m the whole Country ct Meſina. She has 
Eyes, in which one would think there were 
the Lizht of the whole World, a Com- 
plexicn 
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plexion which makes every Thing elfe laſ got 
black, and a Mouth which all the Moutfhav: 


in the World can never ſufficiently praiſ he 


full of Charms, and which never opens Mtriui 
with Wit and Judgment. You may eaſiſ nt. 


judge, by my Deſcription of her, that ſtq and 
a Beauty very different from Queen Het E 


charis ; but tho ſhe is not a Gypſy, as thito a 
Queen is, ſhe is nevertheleſs as great fand. 
Thief as if ſhe were. In her very Infaf Var 
cy, ſhe robb'd the Snow and Ivory of theſto'd 
Whateneſs, and the. Pearls of their Cleunev 
neſs and Luſtre; ſhe robb'd the Stars P! 


their Beauty and Light; and there does nher 


paſs a Day, but ſhe ſteals ſome. Ray fraſ det: 
the Sun, and adorns herſelf with it in taff, 
Face of the whole World. Laſtly, in any 
Aſſembly which was met at the Lowore, det: 
robb'd all the Ladies of their GraceftutneFYet 
and Splendor, and the Diamonds whidreac 
they wore, of their Brightneſs 5 nay, ſifron 
did not ſpare the very Jewels of the Queenſſeri 
Crown, but took away the choicelt anf tho 


moſt brilliant of them. Yet tho' even nor 


Body knows of her Violence, no Body q 
poſes it, ſhe with [mpunity does whatev 
the pleaſes ; and tho there are Fellows 4 
Pxris, who would not ſcruple to ſeize eve 
a Duke the very next Day after he wi 
marry d, yet there are none ſo bold as if 
undertake to interrupt her Courſe. Sf 
commanded me to tell you, that ſhe hi 

. — 
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lan not the Suſpicions of you which others 
out have; and that, in Return for this Favour, 


rail ſne expects you would fend her fix of the 


as Mtriumphal Arches that were left after your 
eallfEntry, four Dozen of publick Acclamations, 
t ſaa and the poetical Works of the Landgrave 
Hot Heſſe. I would adviſe you to perform, 
; thito a Tittle, whatever ſhe deſires of you; 
eat fand, above all Things, to avoid being at 
nlagVariance with her; for if ſhe reſolves 
theſto'do you a Miſchief, all your Guards can 
leqnever keep you fafe from her. Metz is not 
ars qa Place ſtrong enough to defend you againſt 


es nher Power, Put, my Lord, I forget that I 


fra detain you too long from your numerous 
1 tifAfﬀairs; and, if I ſtretch out my Letter 
1 Amy farther, I am afraid yow'll be forc'd to 
„ Ifdefer reading it till a Peace is concluded. 
ne Let I ſhonld be very ſorry, if you did not 
hic read the End of it, ſince what moſt nearly 
„ Meoncerns me, is, for you to read the 
eenfferious Proteſtations I make, that of all 


anftioſe who have receivd Favours of you, 


verfnone is with mere Zeal and Reſpect, 
* ON 
teve My Lord, TS 
vol | Tour, &c. 
eval 
U 
28 * 
Shff 
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[ il lotÞ 
1 | | JO ICT ONO ICID 1B 
11110008 HE 
UA To Madam 
1110-18 1 
N * | LETTER LXIX. 
1/1] FMS 
| 1 f | MAD ARt, GM 
1111 14M 12 forgot all that I ſhould ſay to- 
n to whom you would reconcile me, andſiief; 
M aſſure you tis not becauſe I have ſlept qinaꝶ nc 
Nin I am ſorry to have to little Concern for Ng 
| ll N Perſon fo well recommended to me; aihic] 
THT that not being able to afford her any Roagly 1 
Mee in my Affection, the had no more m mf L 
110010 Memory. It's that Part of my Soul in. 
| which I may with moſt Juſtice allow herſp, b 
| Place, being that which is moſt oppoſite ſienc 
15 the judgment, and wherein Things paaki 
i are laid up. But if I ſay any Thing obliferds 
| ging to her after Dinner, ſhe {hall not M co 
| able to complain that I talk to her Mh! 
1 Heart; tor I find that I'm ſo much a Straſth t] 
wal ger to all that I have to ſay to her, that Þſe 
1410 vou do not quickly relieve me, you ſhapde! 
df fee that I know no more than you, eithſſ ſc 
1411 the Words or Time. I with you knew 1b 
Mee better that of your Departure: For with, t 
0 ll out lying, I have not Courage to endufilty 
Me the bare Thought of it, which ſtifles in Muab 
166% 4 
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others. When I think that to Morrow 
abu will be no longer here, I am ſurpriz d 
Ant Lam to Day in the World; and I am 
dy to conteſs to you, that there is ſome 
tion in this Love which I teſtify, when 
conſider that I yet breathe, and that my 

ict has not yet finiſnhd my Days. O- 

1s have loſt their Speech, and confin d 
gemſelves to the Solitudes of Agypt, for 
b Misfortunes than mine. I own that I 

uld not go fo far from you, to vent my 
andhief; but I am, methinks, to be excus d 
nc not ſeeking a Cell in the Deſarts of 


tor t, ſince I hope for a Place in that 


; ich you are making. It is this Hope 
Loo which keeps me in the World, and 
| my Lite hangs only on this Expecta- 


il In. I know not whether all that I here 


her, be within the Bcunds of a paſſionate 
ite ſendſhip; but you cannot accuſe me of 

pkg too intelligibly, ſince all my 
oblferds will bear a double Conſtruction; 
2t A complain that I do not write to you in 
r Mh Terms as you deſire, ſince I never met 
tranſth the Perſon that ſhould inform me what 
at Þſe are. So long as ſome Allowance is 
ſhade for my Failings, and that J may tell 
ithqu ſome Part of my Thoughts, I ſwear to 
via, by the ſame Affection that I did Yeſter- 
vid, that the only Folly I ſhall ever be 
duſty of, {hall be always to love the moſt 
1 Mable Perſon that ever was, and * 

4 | Wil Wh 


— — 
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1 will be content to be hated by you, u Mo 
| 1 ever I offer you my Friendſhip. VE 
. goe 
| My Lor d, ns, £ 
I | | our, mai 

{ll : glx 
| I} CEE ACER TEETER EE x. ar! 
110 Tm I _ 
10 To Mademoiſelle de RAMBOU1LLfely 
Ii 8 re1 
1 LETTER LAX. 0 
in . = Kit o 
il Ma Dan, C 
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I Never thought I could poſſibly Met ! 
1 been afflicted at receiving a Letter im. 
Fou, or that you could tell me any Wing 
ſo bad, as not to be able to comfort me 
them at the ſame Time. I fancy d Rose 
Misfortunes were arrivd at too higlkn} 
Pitch, ever to increaſe; and after you ion 
ſhewn yourſelf able to make me ſometiſe or 
endure with Patience the Abſence of Mr 3 
Mother and yourſelf, I beltev'd there hijo; 
nothing but what you could teach meſſon 
endure. But forgive me, if I tell ſg, 
that I found the contrary in the Afﬀidiſe, 
I was ſtruck with for the Death of Mai 1, 


1 Aubry, which was really heavy enouvglſRed 
UTR it ſink me with its Weight. and had hk in 
RUBLE BIN deſtroy the little Patience I had left. Ning 
4 140 may very well judge, Madam, how Fat! 
ie e cefſin 


on "2 
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ſively it mult grieve me to loſe a Friend 
goed, ſo eſtimable, and perfect as ſhe 
ks, and one who, after having given me | 
many Tokens of good Will, was pleasd .. nm 
give me more in the very laſt Hours of 1 
Life. But even tho' I did not conſider 14 
own Intereſts, I could not help infi- 
ely regretting a Perſon by whom you 
re infinitely belov'd, and who, among a 
ſeat many other extraordinary Gifts, had 
ſat of knowing your Worth as much as it 
poſſible to do it, and eſteeming you a- 
re all Things in the World beſides. 
I muſt confeſs, if I can receive any 
mfort in this Misfortune, tis in conf1- 
ring the Fortitude ſhe ſhew'd, and the 
mneſs with which ſhe went thro' a Thing 
toſe very Name us d always to make her 
ble. It gives me very great Conſo- 
tion, to hear that ſhe had at her Death 
only good Qualit ies that ſhe wanted in 
Life-time, and could call up her Reſo- 
tion and Courage upon ſo proper an Oc- 
Won. And indeed, when I ſedately re- 

JF upon this, I make it a Point of Con- 

tence to forbear bemoaning her, and think 

ach loving her with too much Self. inte- 
Veitednets, to be ſorry for her having left 
ik m order to be more happy, and for her 


IT, 


Eng gone into the other World to find 
oW Pat Repoſe which here ſhe could never ob- 
en. I receive with all Gratitude the Ad- || 

vice . 


vice you give me to ſtudy to uſeful and 


„ a U „ | Seder oct oamran (Gb - — 
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which Fortune now gives us a View 


mall thortly ſee you again, as it is! 


me expect ſomething better in the tut 


you, that if Deſtiny does promiſe me 
Thing good, I ſhant be wanting on 
| fide to promote it, but ſhall do all I 
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ceſſary a Leſſon as often as I am able, 
to prepare myſelf to do what ſhe has d 
already. The ill Fortune which has 

therto perſiyd us, is no {mall Pertwaſfiveſ 
vs to tollow your Counſel. Nothing 
much encourages one to die, as the hay 
no Pleaſure in this Lite. But if the 


ſnould happen to ſucceed; if, after ſo 
ny Years of Miſery, we are yet to 
ſome Days of Happineſs; I muſt bek 
you, Madam, to let me have ſome Thou 
more gay than thoſe of Death; and 


probable I may, you muſt pardon me & 57 
have not yet-a-while an Averſion for 

World. When you tell me, you belief 
am deſtin d to ſomething great, you m 


Part of my Life, than to deſire to hau 


end fo ſoon. For nty part, I can all * 
4 


te 


to co-operate with it, and to render mi 
deſerving of your Propheſies. In them" 


Time, I moſt humbly beg you to bel 
that of all the Favours I can deſire of ce 


tune, I with for nothing more earnelg'" 
than that ſhe would do for you as" 
ought, and put it in my Power Pbe 
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you ſee with how much Sincerity I 


s (4 MDA, OY 


vel Tours, &c 


Pray, Madam, give me leave to thank 
y Lady, your Mother, for the Honour 
hedoes me in remembering me: when ſhe 
orms me by your Hand, that ſhe al- 
ays admires in Silence, ſhe inſtructs me 
ela ou I ought to reſpect Her. 


p the ſame, Te thank her for ba- 


ving gotten him a Place. 
LETTER LAI. 


ne MA DAM, 
on Think I onght at leaſt to give you a Let- 


| I @ ter for the Patent yon have ſent me, 


mid let the Words I write be never ſo ꝓro- 


em", or well choſen, they will not be fo _ 


velieÞ as thoſe yon have obtain'd for me, 
of ce theſe latter are worth ten Thouſand 
rel ww ns. Monſieur de Puy-Laurens diſpatchd 
as is Buſineſs for me with all the Care and 
wer Npedition that could be defir'd. I thought, 

* indeed, 


- — 
— 
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indeed, that he who had done fo mal an 
Things for the Ladics, would not fail fL 
{crve the perfecteſt of the whole Sex, ung ſec 
ſuch an Occaſion; and that the molt chang me 
ing Mouth in the World, would not befyo 
pen'd in my Favour, in vain. Since tion 
good Fortune has happen d to me, I fan Gr 
there is none I can mils of and that of beiſ th 
wealthy is the leaſt that can fall to me, ſi for 
you wilh I niay be happy. Yet, tho IA ld 
not much us d to be concern d about ai me 
thing that regards my Eſtabliſnment f: 
own J receiv'd this piece of good Fort 
with very great Joy, and ſhould ha“ 
thought my ſelf too much ſelf-intereſtedg/®! 
on this Occaſion, did I not know that y1 Ja 
having procur'd me this Benefit, was u.“ 
made it moſt dear to me. And ind 
thoſe who count Wealth among the Thi 
that are indifferent, do not put your 
vour upon the ſame Foot; and for my PF” 
think I ought not to reckon that am * 
the Goods ct Fortune, which I became 70 
ſeſsd of thro' the Interceſſion of Vulf * 
believe, Madam, I may call you by 2 
Name, without ſpeaking improperly, 
if what hear of you, be true, that Aﬀ 


N 


av 


in 
lation would fit you much more aptly, th. | 


the Name you are call d by at preſent. fþ. 

a rer! 
leaſt, ſhe never ſhew'd herſelf to the W hi 
fo lovely as ſhe appears in you; and tand 
no were formerly acquainted with Þ y 
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ul and ſaid, that all Mankind would be in 
il Love with her, it the ſuffer'd her ſelf to be 
und ſeen naked, wonld have thought her much 
ard more Charming, had ſhe been cloath d with 
be {your Perſon. And really, when I reflect up- 
ton the Miracles it is full of, and the many 
fant Graces Heaven has adorn'd you with, I 
bell think that the Favour I now thank you 
il for, is the very leaſt you ever did me: 1 
? 1 $1cok upon the Place you ſometimes give 
ame in your Cloſet, to be more valuable 
ent nan that you have got for me; and yu 
orulcn never do me any Kindneſs greater, 
tin permitting me to fee and talk with 
tegdrou. Yet, Madam, I dont know but this 
t yet may be more eſtimable than it tens 
« e be; aud fince I am at preſeut 
ind enorant who you have given me to, 
This" poſſible the Service you have done me, 
may be greater even than you 1unagnd :; 
perhaps you have given me to a Miſtreſs 
# Iwo deſerves to be Mliſtreſs of the whole 
* World, whoſe Soul may be noble, amiable, 
nd liberal, whole Heart may be great 
b nd Fenerous, whoſe Perion 164% be AC 
| Y ( 1: ; f 7 X 7 1 

* ompliſhd and charming, and who may 
> have thoſe ſecret Charms for all Mankin 
bY. ave thole fecret Charms tor all Mankind 
| pn general, which every one of them in 
Yo Þparticulac admires in the Perſon he loves. 


be kerhaps her Wit may be above every 
| * hing that can be imagin d, tall of Fire 
Dau fand ſugment, pleaſing and innocent as that 
71th tos 1. M Q! 


Our! 


v 


2 


one among them ſo beautiful or ſo bright 


I 
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cr Angels; ſhe may he learn'd in ſeverſic 


Sciences, underſtand three or four Langqhn 


ges, know the Situation of the whakg; 


EFarth, as well as that of the petit Luxe 


bourg, be acquainted with the Motions Ini. 


the Heavens, and with the Name aſlo 


Place of all the Stars, and yet not knqhet 


as her ſelf. Pray, Madam, give me Lea 
to wiſh it may happen thus; for I am, bia 


Blois, the 5th Madam, > f 
of January. Tour, A af 


Scene. 3 
» a 


3 AO OLI 2 Ho , | .. 
eee 


a 
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To Mademoiſelle de ROI 


LETTER ILXXII. bt 


MADAM, on 
Caves my Addreſſes to you are all hon = 
O rably meant, I think there is no ſort} 
Gallantry which I may not ſafely practiſſet 
and having troubl'd you formerly with mþ., 
Verſes, I conclude there can be no gn. 
Harm in ſending you a Noſegay. Tisa Ih, 

ſent which the Gods have ſometimes vouſee 
ſat d to receive from Men: And fu 
> Flowt 
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>vVaſlowers are the pureſt and nobleſt Product- 
Ngwpns of the Earth, to whom can they be 
whahfer'd with more Juſtice, than to your 
uxÞ1f? At leaſt, you ought to love em for 
ons this Conſideration, that there 1s not one 
e Flower amongſt em all, whoſe Beauty is 
knqzot accompany'd by ſome efficacious Vir- 
brigfe : but tho they are the Daughters of 
Leaſhi and Aurora, and out-rival Pearls and 
n, piamonds in their Luſtre, I am confident 
hey will loſe all their Brightneſs as ſoon 
they come near you; youll ſoon make 

„ Sappcar that the Beauties of the Earth arc 
vt to be compar'd with thoſe of Heaven. 
preſume, Madam, that youll give me 
are to call yours fo; and, ſince you re- 
eſent Heaven in every reſpect, that you l 
t deny it the Honour of having produc d 
þ excellent a Perſon. It were too great an 
vantage to the Things below to lift you 
the Number: And ſince we are com- 
anded to deſpiſe em, is it not reaſonable 
believe you are not to be reckon'd a- 
ng them, ſince you command the E- 
em and Affection of all that ſee you, 
* d make all ſubmit to your Yoak, that 
aculktend to be rational? I fee what Conſe- 
ith Renee you may draw from this, if you 
0 Sink me one of that Claſs; but, Madam, 
2 Konjure you to believe that the higheſt 
ect your Charms have produc'd in me, 
. as © 
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is that of Admiration; and that I am v 
the profoundeſt Reſpect, 


MADAM, 


SV, NOI NHL V7 I INV N 7 AG ANA 4 N 
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To Mſonſſeun . . After Cott a 
was recaken from the Spaniards, ou 
the 2 Arny; being & Charafpit 
of the Lord Cardinal Richelieu, 9 
4 i fo 
4 Juſtification of his Condutt. a 

3 Þ1s 

LETTER LXXIII. þ; 
Pies 

S 18, pt: 

1 Own I love to be reveng'd ; and afia d 
had endur'd, for two Months togetif ny 

your laughing at me, upon account of d 

good Hopes 1 had of our Affairs, had he a 

you condemn the Conduct of them, F 

cauſe the Event age to be crols, F<" 

ſeen you Triumph for the Victories oft 

Enemies ; it gives me very goomt Plealf”” 

that I am now able to tell you we N 

retaken Corbie. This News will certaf”" 

amaze you, as well as all Europe; and * 

will wonder how it happens that a Peg“ 
7 
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hom you think fo wiſe, and who have 
articularly the Quality of taking great 
re to keep what they have won, thould 
iffer a Place to be retaken, upon which it 
üght eaſily be imagind, the whole En- 
u Favours of the War would fall, and the 
? Tfcending or taking of which would, tor 
bat Campaign, give the Honour of the 
rms to one Side or t'other; nevertneleſs 
e are Maſters of it. Thoſe who had been 
Orchrown into it, were very glad the King 
rds, fould give them Leave to march out; and 
arafpitted with Joy thoſe Fortifications which 
u, 7 had rais d, and under which they ſeem d 
folv'd to perith. I deſire, there fore, you 
ould confider what has been the End cf 
uus Expedition, which hath made fo much 
» Foie. "Tis three Years ſince firſt the Ene- 
dies form'd this Defign, and threaten deus 
Fth this Storm. Spain and Germany had 
| afte$d their utmoſt Fftorts in order to it; the 
ogetſnperor had ſent his beſt Commanders, 
t of $4 his beſt Cavalry; the Army of Flan. 
id heb had furniſh'd all its beſt Troops ; from 
| theſe is form'd an Army of five and 
ols, enty Thoutand Horſe, fifteen Thouſand 
es olbet, and torty Pieces of Cannon. This 
plesbud. big with Lightning and Thunder, 
e Ines to break over Picardy, which it finds 
ertalpreper d, all our Arms being employed 
nd where. They preſently take Capelle and 
4 Pei elet; they attack and take Corbiz n nine 
wi M3 Days 


n 


— "x 1 
— - 
— . m_— 


— —— 


—K——ͥy—— — 


2 


r . ] — 
0 — _ ont — 


— 


5 
246 Monſieur V OITURE's Letters, 
Days Time. This makes them Maſters |: 
the River; they pas it; they ravage fa 


they find between the Somme and the Oiſy bc 


and whilſt no body reſiſts them, they ww: 
11antly keep the Field, kill our Peaſanty 
and burn our Villages. But upon the veſth 
firſt Advice that is brought them, of tht» 
King's Brother's advancing with an Armfth! 
and himſelf following, they retire, thith: 
intrench themſelves behind Corbie; agor 
when they hear that we don t ſtop, but manſfar 
agam{t them as faſt as poilible, our Can 
guęrors run away from their Intrenchmenſha 
{hoſe brave, thoſe warlike Nations, whit 
vou Tay are born to command the wha 
World, fly from an Army which they fin 
was made up of nothing but our Coach nr 
and Foot-men : And thoſe very Men en 
were ſo confident, that they talk'd of piflſe 
cing thro' France to the very Pyrendſt! 
Mountains, threaten'd to plunder Pla. 
and to pull down from the very Church 
Netredame, the Standards taken from then 
in the Battle of Avein, do permit us to mo 
Lines of Circumvallation round a Placeſ<n 
the utmoſt Importance to them; giveÞ 4 


Time to build Forts there, and afterwaſ* 


let us attack it and take it by Force, be fo 
their Faces. This is the End of the BBY, 
vadoes of Picolomini, who ſent to tell us ak 
his Trumpets, at one Time, that he wil ho 
we had Powder; and at another, that | Wi 


2 


1 
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rs had Cavalry; and when we had them, he 
re A fairly turns Tail and marches off. So that, 
Oiſg beſides Capelle and Caftelet, which are not 
y worth {peaking of, all the Fruit this migh- 
ſanlty, this victorious Army has producd, is 
velthe taking Corbic, in order to reſtore it in- 
f tht» the King's Hands with a Counterſcarp, 
\ rmithree Baſtions, and three Half-Moons more 
thithan it had before. If they had taken ten 
„ agpr a dozen more of our Towns with the 
mailſame Succeſs, our Frontier would be in a 
much better Condition, and they would 
nentþave fortify'd it better, than thoſe have 
„ wikitherto done to whoſe Care it is com- 
whinitted. Do you think, Sir, that the reta- 
ey ing of Amiens was à bit more :mportant, 
H- mr more glorious than this? Then the 
n Power of the Kingdom was not taken off 
f pißlſew / here; all our Forces were joyn d to- 
yren ether, and all France ſat down betore one 
palace. Here, on the contrary, we had 
urchlhis Town to retake, in the Height of an in- 
a thÞnite Number of other Affairs, vhich preſs d 
o mas on all Sides; at a Time when the State 
placeem d to be exhauſted of every Thing, and 
give a Seaſon wherein, beſides Men, we had 
erwaſp< Heavens to fight with. And whereas, 
„ be fore Amiens the Spamards had not an Ar- 
the BBY, till five Months after the Siege, to 
11 usÞake us raiſe it; they had one of forty 
e wilf houſand Men at Corlie, before the Siege of 
that f was begun; fo that if this Event does not 

by Ms make 
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make you a good French Man; at leaft, | x; 
dare ſay it will provoke you againſt th u 
Spaniards, and make ycu aſhamd yup 
thould ever take a liking to a People wht ye 
have ſo little Vigour, and can turn theſ en. 
Advantages to no better Uſe. Mean tim the 
thole who out of Hatred to them Win 
are at the Helm, grow to hate their Coui |; 
try; and who, ſo they could but ruin cuil 
Man, did not care it they rum'd all Fraun ſuc 
thoſe, I ſay,turn'd to Ridicule all the Preꝑ ſu- 
rations we made in order to apply a Remeiſ he 
to this Surpriſe. When the Troops we hah, 
levy'd here march'd towards Picardy, tha ha- 
cry d they were Victims intended to be ſy, 
crificd to the Enemy; that our whole Mr 
my would be broke at the firſt Shock; aon 
that the Soldiers, being unus d to Waben 
would run away the Moment they ſaw there 
Spaniards. Then, when the Troops tho 
were ſo much threaten'd with, were retit po 
and we had taken a Reſolution to block thhe 
Corbie, this Deſign too was condemn} 
People ſaid, to be ſure the Spaniards 
provided it with all Things neceſſary, It 
ving had two Months Leiſure to do ith 
and that we ſhould ſpend before this e 
Place, the Lord knows how many Millig 
of Gold, and a great many ſtout and braſaq 
Men, and not take it neither may be, tof 
leſs than three Years Time. Bat whenſpi 
was refolv'd to attack ir by Force. tho de 
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1 in the Month of November, then the whole 
aſt, Nation in general was in an Uproar. I loſe 
ſt tl gho meant well, conteſs it to be a mad 

JF project; butthe reſt cry'd out, the Ministry 
h were afraid our Soldiers would not die falt 
 thef enough with Miſcry and Hunger, and 
tim therefore they had a mind to drown then 

in their own Trenches. For my Part, thy 
Comp] knew the Inconveniencies which neceſta- 
n oi nly enſue upon Sieges, that are begun at 
ram ſuch a Seaſon of the Year, I ſuſpended my 
Prep Julgment. I belicvd that thole who had 


mMeheen the Promoters of this Undertakmsg, 


7e Mhad {een the ſame Things which I ſaw, and 
tat had beſides ſcen other Things which I did 

not ſee; that they would nc ver, without 
le 4 Crounds, engage in the Siege fa Place, up- 
3 Won which the Eyes of all Chriſtendom were 
Went; and the very firſt Moment that 1 was 


| 
W Wredibly inform'd cf its being attack d, I 
S Wo longer doubted but it would be taken. 
etlFor tho' we have indeed ſometimes known 
ck thhe Lord Cardinal to be deceivd in thoſe 


eMMlhings which he tranſacted by others; yet 


Me never knew him fail in thoſe Enterpri- 
V, Mes, which he put his own Hand to <xcciite, 
2 Mtland which he ſupported with his Preſerce. 
15 or this Reaſon I was of Opinion that he 

Mand that he whc had taken Rochelle. in ſpite 
be, of the Ccean, could cafily take Corb e. 
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ſince we have happen'd to ſpeak of him] ,' 
and I have not dard to doit theſe three lo 
Months, pray give me Leave, in the Dec&| 
ion wherein this News has caſt you, to tell} = 

you my Thoughts of him. | 
I am none of thoſe, who, having a De 
ſigu, as you ſay, to turn Elogiums into 
Places, make Miracles of all the Lord Car - 


dinal's Actions, cxalt his Praiſes abo 8 
what a mortal Man ought to pretend ta 7 
and out of their Zeal for him, would fan c 
make the World belicve Things which an 
utterly incredible. Neither am I ſo mea 4 
{pirited as to hate a Man becauſe he 14} | 

bove others; nor do I ſuffer my {elf to bf * 
carry'd away with the Tide cf the Lo“ 
or Hatred of the Publick, which I know tif BN 
be generally very unjuſt. I look upon hi 
without either Prejudice or Favour, and fe * 


him with the ſame Eyes wherewith he wi 
be beheld by Poſterity. Eut when, two . 
Hundred Years hence, thoſe who came aft . 
us, hall read in cur Hiſtory, that Cardin . 
Richelieu demoliſh'd Roc belle, ſuppreſs d Hd g. 
rely, and by one ſingle Treaty, as with 
Net, gain d Thirty or Forty of its Tou x, 
at one ſwoop; when they {hall hear thi 
in the time of his Miniſtry, the Exel 

were beaten, Pignerol conqucr'd, Comal ff 
cour d, all Lorrain joyn'd to this Crow 

the greateſt Part of AlHſatia ſubjected to al 
Power; the Spanards/ deſcated at Fella 
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nd Avein ; when they ſhall ſee that, ſo 
long as he was at the Helm of Affairs, 


| France had not one Neighbour which it did 
not win Places from, or defeat in Battle; 
if they have any Drop of French Blood in 


their Veins, or the leaſt Love for their 
Country's Glory, can they read theſe Things 
without having an Eſteem for him? And do 


| you think they will Value him &er the 
lets, becauſe in his Time the City-Rents 


were paid a little later, and a few new Of- 


"| ficers were put into the Eſtabliſhment? All 


great Things mult coſt a great deal; great 


| Efforts diſhearten, and ſtrong Medicines 
't weaken ; but if we may look upon States 
Jas immortal, and conſider future Conveni- 
'} ences as if they were preſent, we ſhall find 


that this Man, who 1s accusd of having 


min'd France, has ſavd it a great many 
Millions, by the ſole taking of Rochelle, 
which, for two Thouſand Years hencefor- 


wards, in all Minorities of Kings, in all 


T the Diſcontents of Great Men, and in all 
Occaſions of Revolt, would never have 
 fail'd to rebel, and would have oblig d us 
to he at an everlaſting Expence This 


Kingdom had but two Enemies which it 
needed to fear, the Hugonots and the Spani- 
ardt. My Lord Cardinal, upon his En- 
trance into Affairs, took it in his Mind to 
uin them both. Could he have form'd a 
Deſign more glorious and more uſeful? On« 
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of them he has brought about, and has not 


quite finiſhd the other; but it lie had faild 
in the firſt, thoſe who now cry that twas a 


' RefJution out of Seaſon, and above owf ; 


Forces, as Experience has prov'd, to attack 


Spain ; would they not in the ſame manner] 


; 


wherein three of our Kings had already 


have condemn'd the Deſign of rooting out 
the Hugonots ? Would they not have ſaid 
'twas Madneſs, to renew an Undertaking 


fa1l'd, and which the late King durſt never 


think of? And would they not have conelu 
ded, as falſly 2s they do now in this Af 


fair, that the Thing was not feaſible, on 
ty becaufe it had not yet been done? But, 


pray, was it his Fault or Fortune's, that 
this Deſign was not effected? Let us con 
ſider the Means he us'd to bring it about 


and the Engines he fet at work. Let us fee 


how narrowly he mitt rooting up that great 


Tree, the Houſe of Auſtria, and how he 
thook the very Roots of that Trunk, which, 
with two Branches, over-{pread the North 


and Weft, and gives Suſpicion to all the reſt 


of the Earth. He letch'd from the very 


Pole that Hero who ſecm'd born to ſet it on 


fire, and hew it down. This was he who 
_ Ald Germany with Lightning and Thundes 
and was heard over the whole World. But 
when this Storm was diſpersd, and For 


tune had parry'd off the Blow, was he atf 
one 
cif 


all the leſs vigorous? And did not he 
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more put the Empire in greater Danger 
than ever it was in even by the Loſs of 
the Battle of Lipſwic and Litzen? His Ad- 


ow refs and Practices all of a ſudden brought 
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an Army into the very Heart of Germany, 
with a Leader who had all the Qualities 
neceſſary to make an Alteration in a State. 
zut if the King of Sweden run himſelf far- 
ther into Danger, than a Man of his De- 
fens and Condition ought to do, and if the 
Duke of Fridtland, deferring his Enterprize 
too long, ſuffer'd it to be ditcover'd; could 
he erichant the Bullet which kill'd the for- 
mer in the midſt of his Victory, or make 
the latter Proof againſt the Blows of a Per- 
tuiſan? If after all this, to conclude the to- 
tal Deſtruction of our Affairs, the Captains 
who commanded the Army of our Allies 
before Nor ling ben, gave the Attack at a 
wrong Time; was it in the Power of the 
Lord Cardinal, who was at two Hundred 
Leagues Diſtance, to make them change 
this Reſolution, or to reſtrain the Precipi- 
tation cf thoſe, who tor an Empire, which 
was the Prize of this Victory, would not 
ſtay three Days? 'Thus you ſee that For- 
tune, in order to ſave the Houle of Auf; ia, 
and fruſtrate the Deſigns of the Cardinal, 
which are now calld raſh, was forc'd to 
work three Miracles, I mean, to bring a- 
bout three great Events, which were not 
F the | 
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254 Monſieur VOITURE's Letters, | 
King of Sweden, that of the Duke of Fill c 
land, and the Lots of the Battle of Noll 
lieg hen. Yeu will tell me that he can 
jaizly complain of Fortune, for havin 
crefs'd him in theſe few Things, ſince the? 

had ferv'd him fo faithfully upon ſo mam - 
other Occaſions ; that twas the who ft b 


thi 
7 


ter d him to take Towns, tho' he never b. 


ſieg d any betore; who made him comman p 
Armics with Succeſs, tho he had no Exp ; 
rience; ho always led him, at it wen . 
by the Hand, and ſavd him from the Pre = 
crpices to which he had run himſelf, an 
to conclude, who has often made him ſeen G 
bold, wiſe and prudent. Let ns therefor 10 
View him in ill Fortune, and examine whel 
ther he has had leſs Boldneſs, Wiſdom ant 70 
Prudence. Cnr Affairs did not go over 
well in Italy; and as tis the Fate of Franc __ 
very much diminiſh'd ſince the laſt Vid he 
ory that it had gain'd over the Spuniard it 
We had no better Succeſs before Doll ©. 
where the Length of the Siege made us fear| 00 
til of an untortunate Hue; when, pref m. 
iently we were inform'd, that the nem 
was enter d Picardy, had taken ( Capelle, Caft * 
let, and Cor hie, and that thoſe three Places a 
which in all Appearance would have def g/ 
rand them feveral Months, did l h 
take them np eight Days. Fve TY Thong vl 
em Fire to the Banks of the River Oi j.. 
| Hon 
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{om our Suburbs we can {ee the Smoke of 
the Villages that are burnt ; every body 1s 


alarm'd, and the Capital cf the Kingdom 
js in a Panick Terror. Upon this, Advice 


is brought from Burgundy, that the Siege of 


Dole was rais d; and from Xamtonge, that 
there are fifteen Thouſand Peaſants revolt- 
to and in the Field, and that tis fear'd 


Poon and Guyerne will follow their Exam- 


ple. III News pours in upon us; the Hea- 


rens are clouded on all Sides; the Storm 
beats us on all Parts; and not the leaſt Ray 
of good Fortune ſhines upon us. Did this 
Gloomineſs make my Lord Cardinal &er 
the leſs clear ſighted ? Did he not hold the 


Rudder in one Hand and Compaſs in 
tother ? Did he throw hunſelf into the 
Skiff to fave himſelf? And if it were de- 


creed that the great Ship which he ſteer d 
muſt periſh, did he not plainly ſhew, that 


he was reſolv'd to die before the reſt? Was 
it Fortune that conducted him out of this 


Labyrinth, or was it his own Prudence, 


Conſtancy, and Magnanimity? Our com- 
mon Enemies are fifteen Leagues off of Pu- 


7s, and his particular ones are in it. We hear 
every Day of ſome Practices or other to de- 


ſtroy him. Farce and Spain ſeem to con- 


ſpire with each other againſt him. Amidſt 
all this, how did that very Man appear, 
| who, as People ſaid, was confounded at the 


leaſt ill Succeſs, and who had caus'd a Ha- 
Ven 
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ven to be fortify'd, to which he might my 
at the firſt adverſe Fortune? All this difti 
not make him take one Step backward} 
his Thoughts ran upon the Dangers of th til 
State, and not upon his own ; and all th Kü 
Alteration that was ſeen in him was thaſl ba 
whereas before he us d to go abroad accom 
pany'd with two Hundred Guards, he wan 
never now attended by above five or fi hd 
Gentlemen. Adverſity, when ſupporteſ bit 
with ſo gocd a Grace, and with ſo much tn. 
Fortitude, 15 more engaging than th fe: 
greateſt Proſperities and Victories. In mi e 
Opinion he was not fo great aud triumphant th 
the Day he made his Entry into Roche Fr 
as he was then; and the Journies he tool bu 
to the Arſenal, ſeem to me more gloriouf in 
for him, than thoſe he took beyond thi Hl 
Mountains, and from which he return K 
with Pignerol and Suſa. Open your Eye & 
then, I beſeech you, to ſo much Bright] © 
neſs; no longer hate a Man who is happy 7 
in revenging himſelf upon his Enemies; M 
and give over bearing III-will to one whq a 
knows how to turn it to his Glory, an he 
who endures it with ſo much Courag 1 
Quit your Party before that quits you; 1 
for a great many of thoſe who us d to hatt, 
the Lord Cardinal, are converted by thel : 
laſt Miracle he wrought ; and if the Wat} 
ends, as there is great Reaſon to hope it 
will, he'H ſoon find a Way to win over a 
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lis dithe reſt. He has Wiſdom and Experience 
rard;Jenough to teach him what is beſt, and will 
of th turn all his Deſigns to the making this 
11 th kingdom the moſt flouriſhing of all, after 
that having made it the moſt dreaded. He will 
com aſſume a ſort of Ambition which is more 
> u noble than all others, and which none be- 
or fil ſdes have thought of, namely, to make 
orted himſelf the beſt and moſt belov'd Man in 
mud{the Kingdom, and not the greateſt and moſt 
th fear d. He knows that the moſt noble and 
my moſt laſting Conqueſts are thoſe of Hearts; 
half mat Laurels are Plants which bear no 
hell Fruit, and do only give a Shade at moſt, 
toll but are not to be compar d to the Harveſts 
'riouf znd Products with which Peace is crown d. 
1 th He knows that extending the Bounds of a 
Kingdom a hundred Leagues, is not half ſo 
commendable as diminiſhing the Taxes ne- 
ver ſo little, and that there's leſs true Glo- 
apf 7, and Greatneſs in defeating a Hundred 
lies] Thouſand Men, than in making Twenty 
whil Millions eaſy and ſecure. This great Ge- 
and} Mus, therefore, which has hitherto only 
been taken up with finding out Means to 
ou fray the Expences of the War, to raiſe | 
hatel Money and Soldiers, to take Towns, and 
the de win Battles, will for the future employ 
Wall ! {<1f in nothing but eſtabliſhing Repoſe, 
e if Wealth and Plenty. This ſame Head, 
all Weh brought forth Pallas all arm'd, will 
(of 22% give her to us with her Olive, * 
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258 Monſieur VoriTURE's Letters, F 1 
ble, mild and learn'd, and attended by af 


the Arts and Sciences, which general. £44 
wait upon her. He will make no otheg 


Edicts now, but for the Regulation uf Lui 
ury and Re-eſtabliſhment of Commerce 
The bulky Ships which were built to ca 

our Arms beyond the Straits, will nog 
ſerve only to convoy our Merchandizes,anf 
clear the Sea; and we ſhall have no Wy 7 
with any but Pyrats. The Enemies of t. 
Lord Cardinal ſhall no more know what t N 
ſay againſt him, than they have hithen 
known what to do againſt him. The Cit 
zens of Paris ſhall then be his Guards; at 
he will experience how much pleaſanter } 


is to hear his Praiſes in the Months of the H. 


People, than in the Mouths of the Poety er 


I beg you to be before-hand with them, au du 


not defer coming into the Number of 
Friends, till you are conftrain'd to do i 
But if you are reſolvd to ſtick to your Opi 
nion, I won't undertake to tear you trot 
it by Force; but then don't be ſo unjulty 
as to take it ill that I ſhould defend min 
and I promiſe you I will willingly read all t. 
you ſhall write to me, whenever the Sy. 


mards retake Corbie. I am, 1 J 
| * 

Paris, Dec. 24. Sir, If 
1636. | þ 


Tours, &c | 
M01 
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Ohe 3 
Im To Mademoiſelle * * *, 
mere 
„ LETTER 'EXXIV: 
8. An | | 1 
Wd MAD Ax, 
F tl O Flowers in the World but Lillies 
iat: deſerve to be preſented to you, and 
hen I ſend you theſe only to be caſt beneath 
Cit your Feet. Nay, I envy them very much, 
even in that Place, and think twill be more 
g glorious for them, than it would be upon the 
Heads of Queens themſelves. You will wond- 
er that a Man,who knows youſo well as I do, 
nf durſt take the Liberty to write to yon; and 
by this you may —4 of the Violence of 
my Paſhon, ſince at my Age, and with my 
v Phiz, it has inſpird me with the Boldneſs 
to declare it to you, nor could fo great a 
uſt} Hazard as that of diſpleaſing you, deter me 
from it. I know indeed, Madam, that 
there are no Faults ſo unpardonable as thoſe 
# which are committed againſt you, and that 
tis decreed I ſhall die by no other Hands 
than yours; but I yield to my Deſtiny ; and 
let the Conſequence be what it will, I can't 


Moment you read this, you bluſh with 
Spitc, and gnaſh your Teeth ; yet you 


help ſuffering my ſelf to be caught. At the 


cant 
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can't make me repent of what I do, for ho 
am now Proof to all extraordinary Aceif deal 
dents; and, tho' it coſt me my Lite, Iz 


_reſolv'd to be always, Me 

Madam, mis 

Tour, &c. in t 

JJ ³ ³ es a 
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To Madam de 8 AINT OT. = 

eaſ 


LETTER LXXV. }all 


MaDpan, | 1 
VO thought only to have: done a littly : 
Picce of Gallantry, and you ha 
Written the moſt gallant Letter in the 
World. Asgreat a Scholar 2s I am, I find 
it no very eaiy Matter to anſwer it, and i 
can t help owning that you out-do me. I be. 
| fore knew that you had that ſort df ® 
Wit which I always admir'd ; and that d 
every thing in the World, you never forgoth I 
any thing beſides my ſelf; but I ownl 
could not have imagin'd you had learn 
to write ſince I have been abſent from you, 
and that I ſhould ever ſee any Thing more} 
beautiful and engaging, than what I had for- 
merly ſeen of yours. After this you need not 
doubt my doing all that lies in my Power 
to put off the Suit which you mention; and 
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for I to you once proſecuted me with a great 
Nceif deal of Warmth, Ill aſſure you I won't 
2 try to be reveng d for it, tho I have the 
Means in my Hand. But are not you a 
miſchievous Creature to diſturb my Repoſe 
c. jn this manner ? I was before in the ſweet- 
leſt Doſing in the World, and I don't believe 
SE] | ſhall ever have ſo good a Nap as long as 
II live again. I am very ſorry you don't 
come to Day tothe Academy; for you may 
eaſily think for whoſe Sake I go. I'Il ute 
all the Credit I have to make them go in a 
Body to petition you to come; but if you'll 
give me Leave to ſhew your Letter there, 
20 that alone will be enough to make them 
\avel impatient for your Company. Adieu; [I 
the {wear I am, e 
Madam, . 
find Entivel 
nd! ntzrety yours, &c. 


I be- a 
t off L229 HASH SOS SSSSSSIIIPGPD Job 
it off 1 

rgoth Billet from Madam de S AINTO r, 
„ to Monſieur de VOITURE. 

ou 12 promis d to beſtow you, for a Gal- 
©. lant, upon two fine Women, my Friends. 
10} am confident that you will not find the 
not Exploit too many for you, and do not doubt, 
Wer but that you will confirm my Promiſe, as 


and ſoon as you have but ſcen them. 
tho | | | The 
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The Anſwer of Monſieur de Voitury 
LETTER LAXVL 


Maran, LV 


E me ſee what love as ſoon as ye 
can; for I die with Impatience tif 
that happy. Moment. And fince, at youpou 
Command, I have fall'n in Love, it hu 
hoves you to take ſome Care that I am ber. 
lov'd too. I have thought all Night upgpad 
the two Ladies that —— you know qd 
I write this Billet to one of them; delivggh 
it, I beſcech you, to her, whom you | 
heve I love the more paſſionately of ti 
two. In Acknowledgment of the good OB 
fices which I receive from you, I aſlure ya 
that you ſhall always diſpoſe of my Aﬀed 
ions; and that I will never love any onpnc 
ſo much as your ſelf, till I am convinePat 
that you have in good earneſt a Mind thino 
I ſhould. _ 


Fr, 
be 
Pit! 

Pit! 

Jorr 

leſt 


Eno 


9 


r WR P wa ih. a. a Mi ad Fm 
1 | l 


| 
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i Tat- ff Talk Ta kt eki kek 


To his unknown Miſtreſs. 


LETTER LANVIL 


MAP Ax, 


s yo AS there ever fo extraordinary a 
- "til Paſſion, as that which 1 have for 
vou? For my Part, I do not know any 
t hing of you; and, to my Knowledge, I 
n hherer ſo much as heard of you; and yet, I 
upgbad, I am deſperately in Love with you; 
w and it is now a whole Day, fince I have 
elivgeh'd, and look'd filly, and languiſh'd, and 
u , d, and all that for you. Without having 
tien your Face, I am taken with its Beau- 
zd OF; and am charm'd with your Wit, tho? 
e ya never heard one Syllable of it. 1 
\ffegn raviſlid with your every Action, and I 
y onpncy in you a kind of I know not what, 
vineÞat makes me paſhonately in Love with I 
1 chino not whom. Sometimes I fancy you 
Fir, and at other Times black; now you 
- pear tall to me, by and by ſhort ; now 
Pith a Noſe of the Roman Shape, and anon 
: Þith a Noſe turn'd up: But in whatever 
Form I deſcribe you, you appear the love- 
Weſt of Creatures to me; and though I am 
Bnorant what Sort of Beauty yours is, I 
am 
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fair Fellow, and ſo be ſurpriz d at the Sigh. 


or three Inches below the middling 


tle, yet are ſomething wild and hagard; 
have a Sort of a cudden Caſt of a Fa 
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am ready to pawn my Soul, that it is th 


moſt bewitching of all of them. If it 


your Luck to know me as little, and r 
love me as much, then Thanks be to Layh; 
and the Stars. But left you ſhould a liti gu 
impoſe upon yourlelt, in fancying me atfyr 


of me, I care not for once if I venture 
ſend you my Pidure: My Stature * is 


my Head appears tolerable enough, and 
decently ſet oft with a large grey Head 
Hair; then with Eyes that languiſh a 


But in Requital, one of your + Friends 
tell you, that I am the honeſteſt Fellow 
the World; and that for loving taithfuf 
in five or ſix Places at a Time, then 
no Man alive comes near me. It you th 


* Theſe four or five Lines are ſaid to contaiay 
real Deſcription of the Author. See the Hi/?. of Nad 
Academ. Part 2. | te 

+ He means Madam de Saintet, a Woman of 
and Merit, whom Foiture had the Honour to is 
o ten. | 

| Foiture did not content himſelf with loving A 
or fix Ladies at a Time. If we may believe the 
thor of his Pompe furebre, he lov'd from the Sc 
to the Sheep-Hook, from the Coronet to the re 
ear'd Cap. He believ'd, and rightly too, that ao 
pirtty Country Girl was as valuable in Point d 


. 30 


nds 
Ant 
$i 
'S 
7. 
708, 
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 thihat all this will accommodate you, it ſhall 
t Ibe at your Service as ſoon as I ſee you: 
drill that long long'd for Time, I ſhall 
think of you; that is, of I know not whom. 
tut if any one ſhould chance to aſk me 
af$or whom I ſigh, don't be afraid, I war- 


Sant to keep the Secret; I would fain ſee 
ure ny one catch me at naming you to him. 
* 

Madam, 1 
and} Tour, &c. 
ead f 5 | 

a foo he te ee, hp he help 2p he 
ard 

Fil To Madam de SAINT Or. 


LETTER LXXVIIL 
ther ES 
auth MaDaM, 

OU can't imagine how much I am 
AI vex'd, that I can't walk with you to 
conrafey : But her Highneſs the Princeſs, and 
t. ef ladam de la Trimouille, have commanded 


E to go to Ruæl with them. But ſince you 
l 1 N walk 


_ 


010g Our, as the greateſt Ladies glittering with Dia- 


ve em nds and precious Stones. One of his good Friends 
he Antiquity was of the ſame Mind with him on 

the 19%. Subject. oy” 
that a Of 


oint 0 
An 


c magis huic inter nivess virideſq;ʒ lapiiios, 
Tenerum femur aut ors 


Mis, atq; etiam meſius perſepe togata. Horace. 
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walk every Day, grant me to Morrow, of 
next Day, the Honcur which yon now off 4 
fer me; and, in Return, Til give you leay 

to diſpoſe of me to whom you pleaſe. Sui ! 
you have ſomething very excellent f 
yourſelf, ſince you can make ſuch Preſen 
to your Friends. But if they are hand 
ſom, as you ſay they are, let one of the 
have me all, and don't ſplit me in two 
tho if I were really in two, one half q 
me ſhould go to Ruæl, and tother halt w: 

pon ycu; and I can promiſe you ſhou 

have the better half. You have advis d i he- 
to be cold to Madam —, Madam —Jth 
and Mademoiſelle——. Pray be fo kin 
as to make ſome very paſſionate Compſto 
ment for me to the Ladies you have giugth. 
me to. I wiſh Madam ——'were one g 
of them; for really tother Day I lik'd Pt 
mightily. But pray behold the abfſolup"c 
Power you have over me; tho' I doe! 
know them, yet I have already an Inq 
nation for them; and tho' I never yet lo 


27s Peri ung one Time, Jl I ſee I ſhÞ* 
am, 


5 Whatever you command me, being 118 


Madam, N 
Tour, chest 


n 6 3 | 
ny 2 rr 


A Ha. 3 | | 2 
Leavt | 8 
Sm} To Mon ſieur ARNAUD, directed 
5 Por the SAGE IcAs. 

lem 


40 LETTER LXXIX. 
two | | | 
alt 87 N, | 
twill VEN tho” I were utterly ignorant of 
hou L your being a great Magician, and 
a nhaving the Art of commanding Spirits, 

the Power you have over my Affections, 
) kiland the Charms I find in all you write 
omyſto me, would be ſuFcient to inform me. 
_oivgthat there is ſomething ſupernatural in you. 
one Hy the Help of your Characters, I bcheld, 
Kd Hupon a little Bit of Paper, both Temples 
bſolund Goddeſſes; and you thewd me all the 
[ dot perſons love in your Letter, as in a Con- 
Incherer's Glaſs, But I obſerv'd with particu- 
et loft Pleaſure the Picture, wherein among 
I ſuße darkeſt Shades you ſhew the fineſt 
ng Aishte of the Age, and inform me of the 
fare that is taken of me by a Perſon who 
Rs no. Equal at preſent z neither can Time 
- &cÞit nor to come, as far as you can fee into 
a m, ſhexw you one that may compare to 
er. But pray, Sir, ſince you can diſcover 
le moſt hidden Secrets, by only giving 
ourſelf the Trouble to ſay, SFEAK 
N 2- DAaMonNns; 
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DxMoNs; caſt a Figure to find out what 
that Creature can be, and do me the Fa 
vour to tell me what you diſcover about 
her. Every Body mult own this to be 
Thing very well worth knowing, and 
give yon my Word I] never reveal t 
Secret; for in this, as in every Thing elf 
I {tall always obey your Ccmmands, a 
let you ſee how much I am, 


Sir, 


r Aro Eon e I RED 


Tour, & 


N TODO eee 


To the Marchioneſs de RAMBO! | 
. | 


LETTER LXXX. 


Mana x, E 
W borrowing any Citations 

| ther from ſacred or prophane 
ſtory, whatever you write 1s admira 
I lay up the leaſt Billets that fall 
your Hand, as I would the Leaves of 
Sybil; and out of them I findy that un 
feed, but majeſtick Eloquence, which 
the World is amhitious to attain, and wi 
out which tis abſolutely impoſſible to ſi 
worthily of you. And if it be true, as 
would flatter me, that I have done it 
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may preſume to have perform'd the moſt 
what! difficult Thing in the World, and which, 
as much as lay in my Power, was eternally 
in my Wiſhes. For be aſſur d, Madam, 
there is nothing I ever deſu d more paſho- 


z 


& oroduc'd of an accompliſh'd Virtue and a 
perfect Affection, by letting it know how 
much you are eſteem by all that know 
you, and how much I am, 5 
Madam, 


Tour obedient Servant, &c. 


Wee 


To ny Lord Cardinal de la VA- 
| | LETTE. . 


L=TTxi 1 
My Loxp, 


any Letters from you fo foon ; for it 
was natural to conclude, that a Perſon 


could hardly find Time to write much. 
I was content to hear your Name and Vi- 
Ctories cry'd up every Week in the Streets, 
and to buy up all the News that I could 

„ N 3 learn 


nately, than to acquamt the World with 
the two greateſt Inſtances that ever were 


OR ſeveral Reaſons IT did not expect. 


who had fo much Buſineſs upon his Hands, 
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learn of you. The Honour you did me 


came at a very favourable Juncture; fo 


ſome inſolent People had maliciouſſy given 
out, that my Kingdom would be ſoon at an 
End, and that they ſhould ſhortly ſee me 


"IE 


reducd to the obſcure Condition of a pri- 


vate Perſon ; nay, ſome of them took this 


Opportunity to tempt my Fidelity. You! 
would hardly believe, my Lord, what Ad. 


vantages I have been profferd to induce 


me to quit your Party this Winter, and to 


declare open War againſt you; and though 


theſe Offers have been made by the moſt| 


 bewitchmg Lady in the World, yet I have 


heroically ſlighted them, as I own I was 
oblig d to do, out of Reſpect to the Perſon 
to whom I have ſo many Obligations, and! - 


whoſe Humour is ſo agreeable to mine, 


that tho' he had ever hated me, Þ}} 
could not but eſteem and love him. 80 
that altho' I have abundance of pretty In. 
trigues to make me fond of Paris, which} 


People never want in this good - natur d 
Town, who trouble not themſelves with 
the Conduct of Armies, and are not capa 
dle of thoſe high Paſſions which at preſent 
take up the better Part of your Soul; yet I 
am ready to facrifice all my Engagements 
here, whenever you think fit to command 
me; and to wait on yon, ſhall quit a Mi- 
ftreſs that is young and ſprightly as an 
Angel, and black as the Night. I only 


Want 


* CO nr PaCn Ine 


a 


moſt 


F enn 
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want a handſome Pretence to put this in. 


Execution; and if your Enemies, as 1 am 
perſwaded, will needs have their Walls 


between you and them, and oblige you to 


a Siege, I ſhall not fail to be with you. 


Beſides, not to flatter your Lordſhip, I had 
rather be a Sieger, than beſteged ; and the 
Spantards are gotten ſo near Paris, that tho 


did not leave it tor your Sake, I {ſhould 


for my own. All the Bridges near it are 


broken down, the Citizens are ready every 


Moment to draw up their Chains; and at 
the ſame Time when we are formidable 
upon. the Banks of the Rhine, we cannot 
call ourſelves ſafe upon thoſe of the Seine. 


Amidſt the Uneajineſs that this Diſorder 
gives me, tis ſome Conſolation to me, my 


ord, to fee that when our Affairs dec line 


on every Side, they proſper on yours; and 
while our Army in Picardy ſhrinks into 
Garriſons, that in Burgundy moulders awa 

in the Trenches: And the ſame ill Succeſs 
| attends us in Italy; you have baffled all the 
| Deſigns of the Enemy, and taken Places 


from him, while he contented himſelf with 


the humble Honour of being a Spectator. In 


a Word, not to magnify Matters more than 


they deſerve, all the Progreſs we have made 
| this Year, is intirely due to your Conduct. 


Te Copias, te Conſ lium, & tnos preben- 
te Divos. 
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Command me, my Lord, to come and 
ſhare in your Proſperity, and to pay m * 


Reſpects to your good Fortune, in that only 


Quarter where ſhe is to be ſeen at preſe 
I am, | 


My Lord, 15 
Tour bumble Servant, & 
POSTCRIPE 


Since the writing of this Letter, a wel 
Jenger is arny'd here, who brings us Adnu 
vice of your being at Colmar. "This Ne 
J aſſure you, has caus d greater Rejoicingſo! 
at Court than all the Balls that are now ono 
Foot. The Abſence of Friends is fupportadſo 
ble, when they perform ſuch glorious Ex 
plorts as you do: And as much as younfa: 
Company is deſir d here, there is not a Mane 
that heartily loves you, but rather that 
have you here, is content that yon ſhouldſc 
tarry a little longer where you are. Toll 
be 4 with you, my Lord, your rehevin 
the King's Allies in Spite of the Seaſonſ 
and Enemy, was a 8 that can. 
never be ſufficiently applauded; and it wi 
be always mention d to your Commendaf| 
tion, that you ſhould bear no Part in the 
publick Joy, who is the only Perſon tol 
whom we are indebted for it. 


] 


n 8 — N n mig — 
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an 


To the ſame. 
LETTER LXXXI. 


Mr Loks, 


| Know no Reaſon you have to fall our 
with me, unleſs it be, that having ſo 
numerous an Army about you, you have a 
Nen Mind to quarrel with all the World; and 


1cingſore-ſeeing that the Spanzards won't employ 
w ogfou long, yon feek ont an Occaſion for 
zortagſome new Difference. Tis a hard Thing, 


s EAI fee, to be a Conqueror, and juſt at the 
yourſame Time; and by what Obſervations I 
Manhave made in the World, Fortitude and 
thanfuſtice are two Virtues, that if you'll par- 
houldon the Meanneſs of the Expreſfion, fel- 
Icom ſet up their Horſes together. Not 
ievinnany Days ago, I writ you fo long a Let. 
Seaſoner, that I was afraid you would not find 
t canferſure enough to read it; fince which 
t willkime IJ have not omitted any Occaſion, 
endaſhat T know of, to diſcharge my Duty. 
1 the tho Gratitude did not remind me of the 
n tc 
wp, yet my Intereſt would teach me to 
ep a. punctual Commerce with you, left I 
| | N 5$ {howidal 


/ 


finite Obligations I have to your: Lord- 
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| ſhould difoblige the Man, who at preſent 
But, my Lord, becauſe you have ſo mam 


_ diſcharge at once the Buſineſs of an Ext © 


_ ducing a Nation to Diſcipline, which could 


ſooth, that the reſt of the World ſit dom 


Time, my Lord, I can aſſure you, that! 5 
I had nothing elſe to do here, but bare; 
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is the moſt to be fear d of any in France, 


e 


different Affairs to imploy you; becauſe you 


gineer, a General, and a private Soldier; be. 
cauſe you are taken up in tortifying 
Camp, and taking a City; in ſeeing Orde 
and Juſtice obſerv d in your Army, and re 


e 
l 
1 
b 
u 


never endure it before; you imagine, Fou * 


ſe 


* 


with their Arms folded together, like th 6 
People of Lubberland, and that none bu“ 


yourſelf takes any Pains. In the mea g 


to liſten to thoſe that tell News of you, an lo 
retail it to others who enquire after th C 
fame, I ſhonld not be much leſs imployf t 
than you are, and ſhould have very litth® 
Time to write to you. Some Perſons, wht c. 
a few Years ago were content with two " 
three Hours Diſcourſe of you, can't no 

come off under ſix at leaſt. Thoſe who af 
zealous for the Government, and tha 


that are againſt it, are equally inquiſiti 


as 
he 
tal 


acl 


to know what you are a doing; and yat" 
Lordſhip is indifferent to none, but thaſſS* 
to whom France is ſo. While I write thi,” 
I hear that the Treaty cf Landreci is cd fi 
cluded, and that you are to march into 


Nen 


. 
eſent 
auce. 
nam 
2 You 
| En 
5 be. 
ng. 4 
Irda 
1d re 
could 
Fo 
dow 
e thi 
e by 
Meal 
hat 1 
Zarel 
1, all 
er tl 
boy 
litt 
» Wi 
WO ( 
" No 
ho at 
thok 
lſitu 


L you 


tha 
e th 
is C0 
into 


ye! 


* 


ceſs, my Lord, for convincing our Neigh- 


bours that it is not impoſſible for us to take 


ſome of their Places, and for dliſſolving 
that Magick Charm, whoſe wicked Influ- 
ence we had felt ſo long. Louvain, Va- 
lentia, and Dole, had perſwaded our Ene- 


mes, that we ſhould never get any Thing 


but dry Blows of them; and that the moit 
we could pretend to, was only to recover 


what we had loſt. The weakeſt Towns 


ſeem d to become impregnable, as ſoon as 


we came before them: Our Troops, that 


behav d themſelves very well upon all o- 
ther Occaſions, were ruin d and quite diſpi- 
nited, as ſoon as they were engagd in a 
Siege. In ſhort, there was no Ditch ſo ſhal- 


low, no Work ſo contemptible, but gave a 


Check to our Army, and ſtopt their Career - 
But you, my Lord, have deliver us from 
the Power of our old ill Deſtiny ; you have 


made your Cannon be heard, as far as the 


Gates of Bruſſels; and the Noiſe of it ob- 
lig d the Cardinal Infanta to retreat as far 


as Gaunt, inſtead of advancing to the Re- 


hef of a Place which you were going to 
take from him. But what I principally 
admire in this Action, is, the Order, Dili- 
gence, and Security with wuiich it was car- 
ryd on. The very Day yon open'd your 
Trenches, one might have ventur'd to at. 
fum, that Landreci was as pood as loſt; and 

NE dend 
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next Sunday. I congratulate your good Suc- 
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though Picolomini and his Forces, which 
{truck ſuch a Terror into us the laſt Cam 
pargn, had brought all the Power of the 


Empire along with him, twas impoſſible 


for them to wreſt it out of your Hands, 


But, my Lord, our Anceſtors did not uſe} 
to obſerve this Methcd, when they fate 
down before any Place; and it may be tw} 
ly ſaid, that the fuſt Serge you laid, wa 
the firſt regular one that ever France beheld 


A—— has been very importunate wath 
me to go along with him; but I have er 


— 


cus d my ſelf, pretending an Affair of great 


| 


La 


Conſequence was to be diſpateh'd before II ot: 


could ftir from hence. This Affair of f to 
very great Conſequence, is a Siege I hauf th 
laid to a very pleaſant Place, and very nu 
well ſituated. I have drawn,my Lanes aj co 
Circumvallation about it, after your ard in 
the Dutch Way; and Picolomini. ſhall naſ du 
hinder me from taking it. Having carry k 
on Matters ſo far, it would go plaguily A an 
gainſt the Grain to raiſe the Siege; for ſudſ fo. 
2 Diſgrace amongſt Conquerors, ſuch A 4 
you and I are, is a Pill of very hard D E 
geſtion. Lam, 05 
My Lord, ba 
5 — 

July 3. 1634. Teur moſt bumble, & Þ 
E 

— oy 

ba 


R * = 
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* 5 . eee e-. 
N WARY, HAN OI 28.4 * 4 . _— . ©F, . * * ; 
ed LEO ATA ATI HEICICHTY 


7 
Ni JUN N N Hi 


ads. | To the Mar quis of PISANY. 


— 
— 


= LETTER LXXXHE 


eld Mv Lo RP, | 

with] 1 to hear that you are become the 
er 1 hardeſt Man in the World, that neither 
rea Labour, Watching, Diſeaſes, or even the 
re If Steel 1.0: Lead of the Spaniard are able 
of ff to do ycu the leaſt Harm or Injury; nei- 
hauf ther cculd I think it poſſible, that a Man 
vent nurs d up with Tifan and Barley-water, 
es of could have ſuch a terrible hard Skin, nor 
and} indeed that any Thing were poſſible to pro- 
nal duce ſuch extraordinary Effects. I don't 
ry} know. which Way this may happen, but I 
y i am confident it can't be truly natural, and, 
ſudf for all that, I am not in the leaſt troubled 


h gat it; but I had rather have you a Conju- 


1 Dif rer, than in the Condition of Attichy or 
 FGramiille, tho 2 were never ſo well em- 
I balm'd. To deal freely with you, what- 


ever is the Occaſion of one's Death, there 


„ &q ſomething very low and mean in being 


dead. For that Reaſon avoid it as much 
as you can; and I humbly intreat you to 
haſten your Return, for I can no longer be 
'Y happy 
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278 Monſieur Vol TRE Letters, 
happy without your Company; this 1 
the chief Reaſon why 1 believe you u 
Cums is, that I, that am ſo indifferent of © 
to thoſe who are abſent, have always 
longing Deſire to ſee you; and I wiſh ff 
you every Moment; however, the Occaſſ 
ons wherem I delire your Company, 
full as agreeable, and ſomething lets dar 
gerous, than thoſe wherein you are daily T, 
nay hourly engaged; if then youll be rule 
take a good Horſe between your Legs, au 
be as willing to return to Paris, as you wen 
to leave it. And as ſoon as I can hear thi 
happy News of your being there, I pr 
mile you to bid adieu to Tours, Blois, and 
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1 Richlieu, and likewiſe to take my Leave q 
44 1 if | | Madam de Combulet, and the Lady 0 \ 
11 100 Siſter, to come and wait on you, wit 70 
| | i! the ſincere Profeſſions of my being, 
N 
1 My Lord, 
I | | * 9 59 
1 . 13 | | Rich/ier, Oftob. 7. 1637. 
„ | | II 
100 uur Honour 's bumble Servant, xipr- 
1 
11 


— 
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ccaly 
al With this Superſcription, 

dau 
laih To the Fortunate Infanta, at the 
9 Palace of the Periſkians. 

wen 
rt LETTER LXXXIV. 

vol 


ang Mapa M, 
vel W E are come thus far, wit hout having 
Ye met with any Adventure worthy 
WII your Knowledge; and the Author of our 
Hiſtory will have nothing to ſay hitherto, 
but that on the 5th Day we arriv'd at 
nnr. Yeſterday, tis true, as we were 
{croſſing a River, we ſaw four huge Bulls 
4. aking directly towards us; my Fellow- 
, Travellers would have it that they were 
inchanted; but, for my Part, I can't 
think ſo, becauſe they ſuffer d us to paſs 
by them without any Lett or Moleſtation 
whatſoever, and did not caſt the leaſt Spark 
of Fire out of their Noſtrils. The Day be- 


Purſe of one that was going that Way, ac- 
ſcording to the ancient and W u- 
om 


12 we had a Mind to ſeize the Horſe and 


if To Mademoiſelle de RAMBOUILLET ; 
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ſtom of Knight-Errantry ; but we let & 
drop at laſt ;, for as far as we could find, ti 
Man took it for an Outrage, and thought Wl 
little better than mere Robbery. Yah 

can't imagine how much the ancient Chip 
valry is fall'n to Decay; we have paſsa 
cover half a Score _ that had not on 

ſingle Knight to guard e er a one of them 

and wherever we baited, the Inn-keepe 
and Lords of the Caſtles did not make ti: 
leaſt Scruple to bring in a Reckoning. 
 Launcelot of the Lake and my ſelf are mig 
tily concern'd at it. We do all we can 
revive the Cuſtoms of the Age of Uterg 
dragon; but we find the reſt of the Wolf 
very little of cur Mind; and you can har 
ly conceive how ſcarce Adventures a 
grown. The two beſt I have met with, 

ding the Letter of the reſolute Infi 

which I did two Days ago; and receivi 
another, which I think the moſt charmu 
I ever read in my Life: "Tis, in my pol 
Judgment, the moſt compleat Work tha 
Fortune ever produc'd ; and ſince you di 
poſe of the aforeſaid Fortune juſt as ger 
pleaſe in every Thing, we ſhall lay it 
your Door if we are not happy ere long 
for, upon my Honeſty, I believe that . 
wholly in your Power, and that if you d 
but wiſh it, 'twere done. We are refoly® 
to be your Knights in all this War, and i 
gain o many Atchievements, as even 
inal 


/ 
& 
1 
£ 
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let make Don Falanges de Aſtra Jealous. *F;jll 


„ thihat happens, we ſhan't fail to fend yon 
zht ll the Giants we overcome upon the Way; 
Yagod I will then take the Opportunity to 
Chiptorm you by their Mouths how much. 
palgJam, LO oats: | 5 
It om | Madam, | 

hem Tour, &c. 


ce Nee 
* 

mig 
dan 
tere 


YI. LETTER IXXXV. 
ih, IMA DAA, 3 
fan Have travell'd fo far, that at laſt I came 


To the ſame. 


eivu into a Country, where there is not the 


rminſſt Talk of War, or Plunder, free Quar- 
7 po, or Faxes, or any ſuch Pagan Things; 
c thaId where all the Converſation of the Peo- 
»u die, from the higheſt to the loweſt, runs 
as yon Love and Gallantry, Plays, Balls, Sere- 
7 1t Mer, and fo forth. And nowT fancy you 


longfagine I am got, the Lord knows where. 


vat io ſome ſtrange Romantick Country be- 
ou dad Popocampeſche, or that Fortune has 


eſolypught me to the inviſible Iſland of Alci- | 


and tt. To undeceive you then, the Place 
ven Were the aforeſaid Wonders are to be 
malt heard 


— 
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heard and ſeen, is at no very great Diltay 
from you; *Tis a City ſeated upon the Ba 
of the Loyre, where the Cher diſcharges 
ſelf into that River. The Inhabitaf, 
ſpeak a Sort of Tonrain French; and as, 
their Stature and Complexion, they fag 
what reſemble thoſe of France. 'To be 
rious with you, Madam, I can aſſure yþ 
that ſince the Moors were turn d out of ꝗ 
nada, no Place in the World could boallf 
fo much Gallantry and Magnificence as 
Tours, formerly call'd the Garden of Fra; 
may now ſtile it ſelf the Paradiſe of, 
Earth: There paſſes not a Day over 
Heads, wherein we have not Mu 

Balls, and Entertainments. All thay, 
nice and delicious, may be had hen; 
Abundance ; Oranges come tumbling, 
from all Parts; we have whole Carak, \ 
loaded with Bon- chreſtien Pears; and all 
adjacent Countries are exhauſted to funk, 
us, Ehe High-ways from Paris hither, þ 
all ftrew'd with Violim and Hautboys, h. 
ficians and Dancers, Maſks and Pang 
 Ribbonds and Top- kuots, Cloth of Silver kt 
Embroidery, which come thronging untoþy | 


City. Laſt Night, by Seven in the Evenhe: 
came in by Torch-light ſix Coaches fiſd 
Love and Laughter, Allurements 58 
Charms, Attractions and Invitations, A 
came from all Parts of the World to re 
nour this Aſſembly with their Prelu] 
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iſtag, y, tis confidently reported, that ſome 


e i them are come from the remoteſt Parts 


ges Norway, as indeed may be reaſonably con- 
bitaſnded from the late bluſtering Weather 
d 28Þ have had; and many grave Folks here 
/ 20Blieve, that there is not a Man or a Wo- 
> befin left in the World, but that they are 
We N come hither; and yet, Madam, I make 
ok S queſtion, but the People you usd to 
boalfpyerſe with ſtaid behind; for among the 
as ft Crouds I daily behold, I have not ſeen 
Frafe of them, nor indeed any that reſemble 
e offem. This prodigious Confluence of Stran- 


Ver rs has produc'd wonderful Effects all over 


= Se City. The Air is become infinitely 
ery the Ears in Love, the Women are a 

2Uncome as beautiful as Angels; and the 

* $dy-Preſident, whom you ſaw at Riche- 
all 


o fur 

ther. ſtrangeſt of all, (by the ſame Token 
boys, Fhaps * will not think it credible) a- 
, Pat Lit all 

ilver aſting and Entertaining, I hardly know 


toy to paſs away the Hours, they move 


Evelſteavy and dull. Among ſo many thou- 
es Wd Ladies, the Devil of one is fallen to 
ents Share; neither dare I pretend to make 
ons, Addreſſes to them: So that while all 
Id tog reſt ef our Gallants have their Hands 
Prefull of Love, that they hardly know 


where 


re mild and ſerene; the Men are all + 


is now one of the gayeſt, buſieſt Wo- 
in all France. But, Madam, what is 


this Mirth and Jollity, all this 


284 Monſieur Vo1TURE s Letters. | 
where to turn themſelves, and are fo « 
vated with their good Fortune, that 
are reſolv'd to live here eternally ; I, 
my Part, heartily wiſh myſelt at 

Fire-ſide with Mademoiſelle d' Ditan, © 
have a Ghmpſe of you at leaſt thront 
Glaſs-Window with your Lady-Motlf* 
What TI ſhould aſcribe this to, I can't t 
but this is certain, that I never found uf 
ſelf poſſeſs d with ſo ardent a Deſire too 
you both as now; and the philoſoph ſt 
Reaſon for it is plain; for I place . 
whole Felicity in it. This, Madam 
humbly conjure you to believe, as like 

that I am 5 | 


| 


Ji 


Tours, Jan. 8. 1638. Pour 
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To ſame. 2 
LETTER LXXXVL I. 

| _ 

MDA, | 2 


HHO at preſent I am not able to 
you any Letters, but what are 
and inſipid, yet I can't forbear writinf' 
you, But forgive me, if I do ſomethin” 
take my Time off my Hands, and conf 


27g. 
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t this 1s the only Means I have to do it; 
in the Humour I am now in, when I 
1 take up even with Mademoiſelle des 
udreaux, and Mademoiſelle Cheſreau, Iam 
rouge you will believe, that there's nothing 
Mo kre to hinder me from being the moſt me- 
pt tincholy Man alive. Among a great ma- 
ad of ther Uneaſinefles, the Pain I am in for 
e tofſour Health, torments me extreamly; this 
ſophp* Misfortune has made me To timerous, 
ace Dat whereas I us d to fear nothing, I now 
Janſarevery Thing; and I dread that I ſhall 
kefEver more behold any Thing that I leave 
© "Shind me. The dearer a Perſon is to me, 
e more likely I fancy it is that I ſhall 
Sſe her. This being ſo, Madam, I leave 


t 


en your Account: You cannot but know, 
Mt if Fortune had a Mind to do ſomething 
Pat might be more heavy upon me than 
y Thing ſhe has, yet done, it muſt be 

eu ſhe muſt attack. I am very impatient 

p ſee myſelf freed from theſe Fears, and 
I. ptof this Place, and to find in your Pre- 
Ence ſome Joy after ſo much Grief, or at 
Faſt. ſome Repoſe after ſo much Diſtur- 
> to ce. I am, / Ir 


1 


3 Tour, &c. 


To 


vu to judge how much I muſt be afflicted. 


286 Monſiew VoiTURE's Letters, | 7 
| | - 3&1; 
SOS0008005055500008Y re 
455 
\f 
an 
LELITER LXXXVII. Jou 


Frei 


To the Marchioneſs de SABLE 


5 Ma DAM, 15 1 
I Could wiſh J had not ſeen the Lett 
you ſent to Mademoiſelle de Rambouil 
and to yet a while; for by writu 
firſt, and embarking myſelf in this Q 
ref ondence of my own free Will, I'i 
in Hopes to have given you as certain 
Proof of my Affection, as that which I'S 
ceivd from you. But what you have wt 
ten of me, is fo obliging, that I own I 
pretend to no Merit in anſwering it; 
the lazyeſt Man upon Earth, were hel 
my Place, would do as much as I do. 
ally, Madam, thoſe People who run 
down as to want of Tenderneſs, muſt ow 
that if you are not the moſt loving Perl 

In the World, you are at leaſt the 
obliging. True Friendſhip cannot h 
more Sweetneſs, than there is in y 
Words; and all Appearances of Affectiſ 
are in you ſo charming, that there is 
Man of Honour but what muſt be contents 
with it. For my Part, I can _ hehre 
d — 


ers. | Monſieur VOITURE's Letters. 287 
- Alevingyou have bewitch'd me; for tho® 
> #4] very well know, that you can counterfeit” 
Ikindneſs, as well as Mr. ——:caw a Ru- 
LEW and can give to a Bit of Paſte the Bril- 
fancy of a Diamond, Jet I cant, for the 
Lite of me, forbear believing that which 
» "hou have given to me as true and firm as 
fer any Thing was in the World. As for 
y own Part, I may boldly fay, that I 
Pirays honour'd and lovd you above all 
cuhings, but never ſo much as I do at this 
onnoment; and 1 dare not write all the Sen 
TIS ents I have for you, for fear this Letter 
hour chance to be loſt, and ſo be taken 
Pra Love-Letter. I don't think that Paſ- 
on itſelf has any Thing more tender, than 
Phat I every Day feel for you. I can't 
Founterkeit the Agitations of Lovers, nor 
Siſtort my{elf like a pretended Demoniack ; 
Wut ſince I left you, I have really had Fits 
"St Melancholy, which have quite chang d 
Me from what I was, and amaze every 
"IPody; nay, a few Hours ago, Father Tran- 
Pille, and the little Jeſuit, had almoſt a 
ind to exorciſe me; for if I took any 
leaſure, twas in talking of you to every 
=» Wody I ↄould come near. People knew that 
had been at your Houſe at Londun, ſo 
er fhat every Body had a Curioſity to ſee, me; 
15 and I have been queſtion d and interrogated, 
ens if I had been a Man come either from 
 Teaven or Hell. I told them, Madam, 
. 5 that 


e 
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that you were full as handſome as . 
were forty Years ago, and in this they $** 
not much ſcruple to believe me; but whi 

I ſaid you had more Wit, they prelent(#0 
fancy d I told them a Parcel of Stories, a 
there they began to doubt my Truth: 
indeed, you have Miracles wrought in y 
that never were wrought in any Body elf 
and none but you was ever made ny 
handſome by the Small Pox, or more g 
teel and witty by the Country. Maden 
ſelle de Rambouillet was ravith'd with y 
Letter; I thought it one of the beſt 

ever writ, and was glad to ſee Things 
much to my Advantage written in ſo ha 
ſome a Manner. I was very glad too 
ſeeing the Aſſurances of Love which yÞ 
gave to ſome other Perſons; tho, to t 
| you the Truth, the Woman's Vanity, Wi 
ſay is in me, was a little mov'd at it. Adi 
Madam; tho I have written ſo long a 
ter, yet I give over with Regret, as being 


55 Tour, M. 
„ 
. E 


Pray, Madam, let me know whether y 
peiceiv d at firſt that the —, as being your, N 
with which I concluded my Letter, is lf 
of thoſe polite Turns which you andÞ 
talk'd of together, F 


' 
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dem A ND are you ſtill uneaſy upon the 
hy Miſcarriage of Vercail? Surely you 

| Pake no great Uſe of your Reaſon,” if 
ings ch 4 Trifle diſturbs you; or were you | in 


> hat — to Thing 8 impoſſible, ft ſince you | 


too re not ſatisfy'd with doing all that a Man 
ch mould do? Tour Lordſhip will forgive 
to e, if 1 make fo familiar with you; but 

tainly it does not become a Perſon of 
"AdjFour — s high Quality, to be ſo dif- 

der d for a fooliſh Accident, wherein he 
ein! 3s committed no Over-ſight ; ; and me- 


hinks it takes away much from the Me- 


bur, bt of a Man's Duty, when he 1s not ſa- 
_* Ify'd that he has diſchargd it. You 


Al a Hand-tull of Pe ple to the Re- 
Pef of a Place ieffed with a numerous 


her yArmy. You found the Lines already 
your, d ran about it, and all the Works in ſuch 

is , Condition, that it was thought impoſſi- 
and le to get one ſingle Man into the City; 


Fet, contrary to the __ and — 
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ot the whole World, you forc'd a Paſla 
for eigbteen hundred. Could any Thing 

better deſign d, more reſolutely carry d aj 
or more fortunately executed? It was ya 
own proper Conduct and Valour, the, 

l 


- brought Things to this Paſs. Fortune 
.accountable for the reſt; and il ſhe hg; 
done any Thing amiſs, why ſhould ye, 
torment your ſelf about it? Accuitom ya. 
ſelf, I beſeech you, not to be {io tamili$, 
with her; but as well in good Succeſs, &, 
in the contrary, diſtinguiſn what is oi hf 
doing, and what of your own. It ya 
— obſerve this Method, you will n 
ther have too great, nor too mean an 

Pinion of your ſelf. If you will needs a 

_ For all Events, and cannot be ſat 
fy'd at a cheaper Rate, than that of fin 
ing every Thing come up to the Top 
your Expectations, you mult certainly wa 
War upon very hard Conditions, while) 
expect that Fortune ſhould do as m 

Jor you, as ſhe did for Alexander, and ſomlffe 

what more than ſhe could find in th 
Heart to do for Ceſar. Beſides, I m 
make bold to tell you, that your Lol 
ſhip is ungrateful to her, if you qua 
with her upon the Score of this laſt Ac 
dent; for tis a Kind of Injuſtice for 2 V 
to think himſelf unfortunate, merely 
cauſe his Hopes and Waſhes are not alwaſh 
anſwer'd, In the mean Time, my L 


1. Monſieur VOITURE's Letters. 291 
aſſa you talk after ſuch a Rate, as if, through 
ng & your own Overſight, you had loſt ten Bat- 
d a tels, and an hundred Towns; and you con- 


vai tinue to be enrag'd at the Loſs of a Place, 
th which, in the Opinion of all the World, 


me vas given for loſt from the Beginning. I 


e muſt own to you, indeed, that the om 
d of Verceil, has much prejudic d the King s 

n y Affairs; but your Reputation ſufters not 
miligat all by i it. If the Relief you pbur d in- 


els, Ago it, did not prove effeFual, it deſerves 
o Mnever the leſs Commendation. Nay, give 


t Iq me Leave to tell you, that in the moſt 
wy proſperous Stream: of your Victories, you 
zever did any Thing more heroic, or more 


E eſolute. Reconcile your ſelf therefore to 
> ſathy more moderate Temper, than you ſeem to 
„fine in at preſent; and ſince you are not 
Top in a Capacity to fright your Enemies, don't 


y waftttempt to do it on your Friends, You, 
nile ho have taught me all I know, are not 
s mupp learn at this Time of Day, that Pru- 
d {omffence is an univerſal Virtue, which enters 


in Mato the Compoſition of all the reſt; and 
I nwhat — — is not, Fortitude loſes its 
x Low e and Nature. I am, 

qua 


{t Ac 

r2 My 
rely 
t alwi 
ny L 


My Lord, 


„ Tour bumble Servant. 
ts, Aug. 7. 1638. 12 
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To Mea C OSTART. s 


LETTER LXXXIX. 


8 1 * 
1 Shall this Time uſe that imperatori | 
brevitatem, which you mention in yout 
for I muſt immediately ſet out for 
Germain; and therefore I ſhall ſay b 
one Word to you. Nevertheleſs, I tha u 
nat be 4%, according to your Theopl 
fu. In the Feaſts you and I are at toy 
ther, or rather which you treat me wit 
1 ought never to ſ. O'S at all; "Emery 
be to ſay Grace. 8 p 


Tanten laudare kanne. i du 


of { 
I 
I 


- 


To tell you, for | certain, what Nation 
as that introduc'd Polygamy, - III fine 
is out of my Power; neither care I z' 
who 1t was. 

Tros, Rutuluſve Fuat, mio Aſerinine f 
bebo : At leaſt, I'll believe you ſooner tl 
I would Herodotvs, who ſays, that in 
Indies there are Ants ſomething leſs 
deed than Dogs, but much bigger th 2 
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I Foxes. This is the Text, according to my” 
ib Herodotus z, but may be yours may differ. 
41 But, well thought on; you give me a 
4 S&ruple about Theocritus 3 and I was: before 


Fthing- could be more ſo. Pray tell me: 


. | ſent the Womens Diſeaſe among the Scytbi- 


am, for having violated her Temple of 


Kinn Hig 
zorn our Verſe. of Atbenaus, that Wine is 
yo dil the reat Horſe of the Poets, 18 very co- 


tor I mical; but tell Truth, did not you try to 
ay U make an Alex andrins ok. ijt? That n 


T {with 1 pleaſes me mightily; but the 
eop hi great Horſe often throws is : 
t tops As for Plautuss Vinum Edentulum, I am 
- wiitef your Opinion, that he does not mean 
cept it would not bite; for that would be a 
Fault: But I ſuppoſe tis a Buffoon Way 
flo ſpeaking, to ſav, that twas very old. 
{which was a Perfection. rer 


„ 


*£% 


I What ſhall I do toUlpian, who calls the 


ion Chriſtians Impoſtors, idem Tiebatia & Papi- 
At 2 
1 twe E ano videbatur. We ſhould loſe — 
a iin the Digeſt, but the Code is for us. 

I think Pliny has a very good ie 
ine Worm natura nuſquam, &c. When I behold 
er the Elephant, I am inclin'd ta believe, that 

in tis a Figure only ſketch'd out by Nature, 
lefs'$2d that there is more Form in a Fly. 


T UF 


ſo much at Eaſe upon that Head, that no- 


+ what he means, when he ſays, that Venus: 


— — _— —— — — 
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I believe I ſhall in a little Time po al 
very long Journey: The King has appoint-| 
ed me to go to Florence, to inform the 
Great Duke of the Queen's Delivery. 1 
believe this will not only be agreeable, 
but allo advantzgeous to me; but I am 
lorry it will for ſome Time deprive me off 
your Letters, and your Company ; for 1 
believe you will be at Parzs before I ſhall 
return. I don't know whether I ſhall ſtay 
here or no, till you anſwer my Letter; 
but write to me, however, for a thonfand} 
Things may happen to retard, or may be 
prevent my Departure. Be that as twi Jl 
that I love you entirely, and that Inevety 


I bid you farewel, and beg you to believs 
enjoy d any Happineſs, which I eſteem ſapar 


4 


„ 


much as your 1 EE] 

But pray don't interſperſe ſo many Sino 
in your Letters, ad populum phaleras ; for Wit 
vou do, Il Sir you up at every Line, ani 
ſay to you, Þ 
» Vis te, Sexte, coli: volebam amarsz \ 
- . Sed ft te colo, Sexte, non amabs, 


I mean, I ſþall not be fo much, 1 


Paris, Ang. 25. 1629. MWM, 8 


%- 
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CCC IORDEI III 

ible To the ſame. 

am! on 
wh LIT TER KC. 
or If - TILED | | 
hall ä 1 | 

ſtay Male eſt Cornifict tuo Catulle, 
tter Male oft me bercule & laborjos. 


wil Never in my Life, had my Mind ſo 
lieve I toſs d and agitated, as it is now; and 
je veiſyet you write to me with as much Gaiety 


m ſand Waggiſhneſs, as if we had neither of us . 
The leaſt Cauſe to be uneaſy. Inſtead of '* 

7 Sinpuriting to me upon the Subject of my Vex- 1 

for Wtion, and giving me your Thoughts of it, | 

, aniſſſor there is as much Room for Conjectures : | l 
u it, as upon the obſcureſt Paſſage in all | 


* Pacitus) you talk to me of Lampridius and 
; thenens, quam inepts! And at a Time wen 
Nam diſputing with my ſelf whether Ma- ; | 
am —— loves me or no, the Thing be- 4 
g really problematic, you ding me o th" | 
| us with Pharach. Ii I had talk'd to you | | 
r, &bout the Kings of Fgypt, when we re- 1 
urn d together from Arcueil, how would N 
ou have heeded me, pray? Yet I can't 


Iy I did not like ſome Things that you 


— WET 
— 
— 


296 Monſieur Vo1TURE's Letters. 


ſay to me. What you tell me about = — 
made me laugh. | | 


Tityoſque vultu 
Riſit invito. 


1 thought your patruiſims very comical 
"Tis true, Plautus has now and then a ball * 
Jeſt or fo ; but 1t muſt be ond too he hay 
often very good ones; and thus I mak 
Horace and Tully agree: One of them ſays 
he is a filly Buftoon; and tother ſays, þ 
is paſtm refer tus urbanis diffis. IT other Da 
I read in him of an old Fellow, who 
ving ſuxrpriz d Somebody. near the Plaq 
where he had hid his: Treaſure, fearch' + 
Pockets, made him ſhew-him firſt his'tig 
Hand, and then his Left ; and finding 
thing on him, he eries, ceds. ter tiam. Thi 1 
is 4 very good Deſcription of an old Hunks 
who unagines, that a Man hes a think 
Hand to rob him. I cant expreſs to y 
the Pleaſure you give me in writing to m 
as you do. I am more inſtructed by yd 
Letters, than by all the Books in the World 
and meet with finer Things in them. 
As for Quintus, Metellus, Celer's Get 
tlemen, I know nothing of them. Ye 
tell me they were taken for Indians; if 
my Part, I fancy they were taken for L 
erheads. Then ci 1 of the; Wind y 
Columbus him if I ſhrewdly ſuſpe > 
a t 


s, | Monſieur VoITURE's Letters. 297 
— that you pick 4 this, Word for Word; out 


ad a Book; tor | dare wear you never, 
till this Moment, knew: what a Rbemb is; 


and as for the Gt: aits of Vegas, 1 can't think 
vo £3.w wuch more ef that, than Jau 
did of tother. 


mind r 95 ſee,. ee f grifies We 


ball and occaule Aiſing and lauing conver- 
e hal tut. I am pretty confident Mr. 
make would rakes this Paſtage of Ariftinetus. 


ſays} Tour Shepherd, his Sheep, and Hercules, 
8, b ! * me mightily; nay, the Aſs him 


r Daf ſelf, as you make him ſpeak, is very pret- 
0 hYty. Pray tell me whether. you found him 


8. no in Æſeps Fables. The Application. 


gf the Moral is, I think, a little dangerous; 


22 preach it at Rusl, and ſee how, you'll. 5 


ho e receivd! But to return to our Sheep: 
* er us d to go down mighty ſavouril —_ 

lun Herrules, and he eat a great many 
thinet a Time. The A. gonauts, in — Paſ:- 

o yiddege to Colchas, left — himſelf in an 
to Ind The Learned give veral weighty” 
; you leaſons for their ſo doing; ſome ſay, that 

Forll 2 he rowd, he us d to ſnap all the 
ars to Bits; others, that he was too heavy 

| Gen Jy the Ship: Some ſay, the Argorants: 
Fodere afraid he would run away with all: 
; Me Glory; and ↄthers, that he us d to eat 


1 Labore than they could conveniently ſpare- 
Wind km. I remember I read once in a Greek 
aſnedboct, Renn Greek and Latin] that when! 


that 0 5 he 


— — DOE. . —— — — 
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he eat, he wag'd his Ears; I thought it a 

very plealant Obfervation, and have there 
fore remember d the following Verſcs of it. 


you were eating the Cinnamon Biſcuit a 


pollo before you could do it? 4 


bold; and, in my Opinion, Tert 


ies movenda. | 


9 
is 


Illum fi edentem vider is, ffrepunt gene, 
Intus ſonat guttur, ſonat maxilla, dens 
Stridet caninus, ſibilant nares, movet 
Aures, ſolent a menta ficut baud mimis. 


I am ſorry I did not mind you, whe 


Gentilly ; for I dare fay your Ears wagg d. 
I think your Verſion from the Greell 
into French Verſe, is very happy; b \ 


tell Truth, how often did you invoke 4 
The Saying of Achilles Tatius, that tig 
Tail of a Peacock is a Meadow of Fel 
thers, is pretty; but perhaps a little t 
ini ulhan Nik, 
out-done him, when, after having ſaid 
veral Things of the Peacock's Coat, 

adds, nunquam ipſa, ſemper alia, etfi [em 
ipſa quando alia, toties denique mutanda, « 


* 
. 
2 
# 4, 
V 4 


Since you are deſirous to chaſtiſe 
an and Papiman, I give you my Conſe 
to do.-it; for they engender nothing bills 
Law. Suits; but if you would take 4 
vice, you would parton Trebatius, were 
only for this Saying of his, which 
taught me, conſultus à quodam, an nux priſe 

4 \ ; pom 


- 


ij 
c 
! 


it a{pomum efſet, reſpondit, fi in Vatinium miſſu- 
nere Tus el, pomum ered, Adieu, Sir; 1am ſn- 


F it. cere ly, 
5 3 Tour, &c. 
| eee ok » - * _ 7 — * 
e e ppp 
ZZ 
bn vl 
8d 


Grell S1 x, 1 5 
bu 7 HEN I had a Flock of Sheep to 
ke 4 W buy, and Love-Letters to write, 


boch in the Caftilian and Portugueſe Langua- 


at Uuges, I had hardly more Buſineſs upon my 
| FelfHands, than I have now. I muſt take my 
le Mleave of the King and the Duke of Orle- - 


n Moms; J muſt ſollicit Monſieur de Bulion for 
ald Nome Bills, and get them paid me in Spain. 
it, N muſt wait upon all my Friends; all 

ſemhis muſt be done in three Days. Yet, in 


a, que Midft of all this Hurry, I fteal Time 
Ring is ſo important; and Voyage 
nn never be fortunate, if I be — it 9 fl. 
s to go without bidding you adieu. Whe- 
er my Voyage prove fortunate or no, I. 
Fever went out of France with fo good a 
Wil; and I now take Pleaſure in going 
defy, upon the Mediterranean, the two + 
__ O 5 and 
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Jo write to you; for; in my Thoughts, no- 


* 

＋ —— 
—— 
3 


r 
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—— 
— — ͤ³:AN7²˙*¾ꝶũ! 29 , 
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and thirty Winds, which you know 1 for- 
merly dety'd upon the Ceean. But nom iu 
I think on't, you reckon up five and thir-{ 

ty, tho you pretend to be ſo great a Ma- In 
riner, with your — and ne Strait: 


of Ve gas. 
Heu quidnam tanti — venti! 


Thoſe who have fſail'd round the whole 
World, know of but two and thirty; fe 
that the other three muſt he in your own 
Head: I could ne ver have thought =_ 
had been ſo many. But the Wind why 
I think moſt inſupportable of all in 70 


In 
Ih 
Fl 
h 
on 
01 
f 


f 


L 
II 
. 35, the Greek Wind, and the Sufficieriaf b 
you aſſume to your ſelf of knowing when y 


10 put a Grave, and where a Circumfl 
better than I my ſelf, is intolerable, -- 
en the Saying, That you ſhall neitber ad 
or diminiſb an Iota, is very juſt; but 1 it 
not meant with Relation to Accents; a: 

yet, becauſe I forgot but one, you Wo ; 
it you had gain d a mighty Victory: : | Yeu 
tum borribilem When: you made Tuc » 
wretched Work with poor Philomels, fo 
none but Tereus ever us d her fo ſcarvah 
did not make half this Noiſe; and 
*rwas leſs pardonable in you than me. 
- But, good Heaven! how ingeniouſl . 
bring in your Duriter —, and all 
reſt of that Paſſage! Well, tis a e 
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ar haye a true Love for you, ſince I can read 
ow without Envy the Things you write to me, 
ur · and take Pleaſure in ſeeing that you have 
la- more Wit than my ſelf. Really, Iam ſor- 
ait: ry for nothing in my Journey, fo 

{mp being to loſe the Pleaſure of hearing 


fm you. All the Figs, Raiſins, and Me- 


uns in Italy, nay, nor the Preſent I ſhall 
have from the Great Duke, will be able to 
lef make me amends for the Lofs of your 
Letters: But I believe you had rather I 
wilt ſhould praiſe your Poetry, than your Proſe; 
ere br Ariſtotle ſays, that of all Artificers/\ the 
ich Poet is.\mbſt fond of his Work manſhip 
rot Your poetical Works are indeed admira- 
off ble; and may I':be hang d if I don't think 
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much as 


ven you write Verſes like Tully himſelf. * 1 
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Ol 


To Mademoiſelle de RAMBOU!LLET : 


5 


ing e ere 
MA DAM. {6:23 51s e 
Cannot poſitively ſay, that I am com 
to Turin; for I have brought but on 
half of my ſelf with me. You imagin 
my Meaning is. that I have left the othe 
halt with you; but give me Leave to tel 
ou, you are miſtaken. All that I meat 
Y it, is, that of an hundred and fou 
Pounds that I weighd at my coming 
out of Paris, I now weigh but fifty twa 


In ſhort, I am fallen away exceeding 


me in this Condition. 


a Sickneſs of a lon 
vex d me molt of all, was, that 1 imagin d 


ly 4 
and am fo much alterd for the = M 
that 1 believe my neareſt Acqua intanei L 
would hardly know me, ſhould they fee 
An ill-natur'd In 
truder, a Fever, ſtaid me a Day at Noas 
Upon its firſt Attack, I concluded with my 
ſelf, that I ſhould be laid up for a Month 
or two; and therefore, with the humbleſtf| 
Reſignation of a good Chriſtian, expected 
Continuance. What! 


2 wn > had 


you would hardly believe it proceeded fromf 
my Grief of parting from you; but aſcribe 
5 it 
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it to my riding Poſt. And indeed, Ma. 
am, had you made that Inference, I could. 
+ hot condemn you: For to tell you the 
EF ruth, the three laſt Horſes I mounted, 
frery much gall'd that Part of my Body, 
= which Hiſtor tells us Brunello once upon a 
*FTime hewd Marfjiſia. This I mention d 
Alto a certain Great Perſon in Roan, who be- 
ling, as I was afterwards inform d, an 4- 
-ormg{potbecary by Trade, was fo complaiſant and 
cndavil, as to bring me ſomething of his own 
gin eompoſing, which gave me preſent Nelief. 
the When you ſee my Lady Dutcheſs next, 
tell pray inform her of this Matter; and like- 
nean Nie tell her, that I have receivd no o- 
wt ther Hurt as yet, fave only that which 
nim proceeds from my not feeing you. But a- 
twa E there is no Remedy for that: Neither 
gl Acids, nor Alcali s, nor Acrimony, nor Chy. 
— mical Salts, will help me. Within a few 
ance} Days I ſhall perſue my Fourney to Rome, 
-- ſee whither, if you pleaſe to direct any of your 
In! Letters to me, I ſhall behold the Curiofi- 
Loan ties of that famous Place with more De- 
\ myf light and Satisfaction, and paſs away my 


onth Time more agrecably, who am, 
bleſtf | 74 wk 5 = aa 
— 44 Tour obedient Servant, &c- 


it - is 


=. 


derbuſs on. his Shculder, and two Piſtols| 
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To the ſame. lea 

| 1 

4; E 1 TE * XCIII. 
Mo A l, = dag 4 +4 | * 
Wiſh, with all my > Heart. you coulſ er 
have ſen what a bleſſed Pickle I wa p 

in this Day, in your Glaſs; you then would 


have found me amo og the moſt horri 


Mountains in the World, in the midſt of 
dozen or Teen Men, the moſt dreadſul tig 
look on that might be; the moſt inna 


cent of them — kill'd fifteen or twentiſr 
Men to his Share. They were all black z 
as Devils, their Hair grew down to theu 
Waſtes, each of them had two or thre 
Cuts croſs the Face, and every one a eg 


; 


and as many Daggers at his Girdle. Theſe 
are the Banditti that live in the Mountain 1 
of Piedmont and Genoa , you weuld cert 

tainly have been afraid to have ſeen x 1 
amongſt theſe Scoundrels, and would hav 

believ d they were a going to cut my 
Throat. For fear of being robb'd, I eng 


treated their Company, having the Night}; 
before written to their Captain to meet}, 


me here, which he hath done; fo thatI 
havel 


* 
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I bave got off for three Piſtoles. But above 
all, I — you had ſeen what Faces my 
7 Nephew and my Man put on, A this Oc- 


fleaſion, who thought nothing leſs than that 


II had led them to the Slanghter-houle. 
Having diſmifsd them, I came into two 


places where there were $ paniſh Garriſons, 


- - Fand there certainly I was in greater Ha- 
zrd than before. Being examin d, I told 
cou em L was a 'Savoyard; and to make me 
WA paſs ſor ſuch, I ſpoke as like as I could 
vou SM. ; and upon that, I was permit- 
zorrif ted to paſs; Confider whether I ſhall 
; of make any excellent Diſcourſes that will 
— paces ſo mueh Stead; and 8 
a0 not impertinent in me at that- 
ni Time, if under Pretence of being of the. 
lach y 1 mould have pump for 
thee beſt 'Fienth..- From ' thenee I came 
chreſto Savone, where 1 found the Sea ſome- 
lun what more tem than was ſuitable 
ſolo fo ſmall a Veſſe! as I had taken; and 
| hele wh God be praisd, I am come ſafe hi- 
taingther. Conſider how many Hazards I have 
Oer paſs d in one Day. In ſhort, I have e- 
| Wihflcap'd the Banditti, the & aniard, and the 
have be, and they have not all of them done 
me ſo much Hurt as you have; and it is 
q en. Al our Sake that I run the greateſt Ha- 
25 I am like to meet with in this Voy- 

meet age. You think that I am in Jeſt, but 
hat Thi: _-y I die, if I can any ** defend "fl 


have 


needs confeſs, that I was firſt in ſom 


to. be, 
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ſelf from the Affliction it is to me, not ti 
ſee. your Mother and | your felf. . I mu 


Doubt, whether it were you or the Poſty... 
Horſe that hurt me; but now 1t is fa. 
Days ſince I have ridden, and yet feel nd 
leſs Wearineſs. This conyinces me, thatf- 
my Torment proceeds from my Diſtane 


from you, and the greateſt - of my Ai 


ments, is that of not feeing you; and thi 
3s ſo certain, that had I no other Bufineh 
here, than what I have to do at Florend 
I think I ſhould. immediately return &« 
France, and not have the Heart to go am 
farther, had 1, not an Affair of yours wy 
gucit at Rowe. Be pleas d then to thin 
gur {elf abligd to me for this; for I af 
ure you, there's much more in it than 
tell you, and that I am as much as I ought 


5 


— v8 


4 
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#* N 20 ht mee tt ttt 
* 0 my Lady Mar chineſe. & Rate 


Is 

the e 4 

tang LeTTER Xciv. 1 a 

tn de 
n 


rend OR your Sake 1 . given my ſelf 
mM ta the Trouble to ſee. la Valentin; and 
 anygat with much more Curioſity than ever 
Irs 4 * in my whole Life: Sine 
thinkgou expect a Deſcription of it, I ſhall give 
La yon in as erat a Manner as L Tan. 
an 
USL 


Shen I have done this, and executed your 
ther Commiſſion at Rome, I ſhall have done 
you two of the hardeft Thing in the 
World, which is, to talk of Buildings and 
waPulinefs. ' To begin then, Madam, with 
Palentin, I muſt —— vou, that it is 
= pleaſant Houſe, : within à quarter of 4 


> River Po. As you come up to it, the 
Thing that preſents its ſelf to your 
oht, the Duce take me if I know what 
| is; but, == — 
Pit Thing you ſee, is 2 o, no, 
i 's a Portal. No, I am/ miſtaken, it is 

V's 


Th 


ut, Madam, be pleasd to conſider, that 


2eue of Turin, ſituated in a Meadow on 


before, the- 
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had every Thing as perfect as migh! 


turn, I fall take better Notice, and uf 


- — — — — 
— 7 
— a — — 
— 


= —— 


2 — — — — 

= r —— 

= — — CES — 
— 2 2 


with, Gold, and was attended by fog 
20 oy 300 tall! Ser vants in Liveries ; 


ef Inds that ever was ſeen, and ha 


certainly a Lodge. After all, I ſcriouſ# 
Profeſs to you, I know not whether it 
Portal or a Lodge. Not an Hour 87 


but this wicked. Memory of mine uſes: fob 
and then to play a Jade's Trick, an 
leave me in the Lurch. But at my RA 


il to give you a — Account of: 
1 am, 


* 1 * 4 4 F 245 FI . 1 a at | .. 
* ' 3 s 4 7 1 F £ - f by 


Genoa, G8... e Tu Serum 


3719 * 2 4 Jt to Ati 12 
7 nr German, 
5 1 bind of” be EDA IM 
-— E 7 # 1 R xCV. 
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FEY n 


4 ay J. 1 
Was Yelteriay enteintaIn's15 in. oner\g 
the moſt - —— Palaces in thi 
World: For my Lodgings, I had a ſpaq; 
ons Hall, two. Antihambers, andia Chat 
ber hang d with T all over bedaub 


to. Day I find my ſelf in one of the wreti 


oy one 1 to nit upon 3 
ani] 
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riouſþaniih fo furprizing an Alteration of the 
it jp$ccne out of my Head, and raiſe my ſelf 
oo; o as great a Degree of Happineſs, as I 
t_ bel joyd Yeſterday, I calld dor Pen, Ink, 
nd Paper, on purpoſe to write to you; 
and may I be abandow'd by all the World, 
y Rif amidft the Honours I receiv ſuitable 
do the Perſon that I then repreſented, 
of alfand amidſt all the Dainties I was then 
. » kegal'd with, I found ſo much Pleaſure as 
I do at this preſent. Beſides the Satisfacti- 
pen I take in entertaining you, I had a 
u uanmuch ſtronger Reaſon to incline me to 
- 1vrite; and that was, that the Cauſe of 
ny maintaining a conſtant Correſpondence 
£2 uhmith ycu, does not proceed from any Ad- 
r. 7 Þantage I propoſe to my ſelf by the Ex- 
change, ſmce at this preſent Moment, 
-Frhen 1 cannot hope for any Anſwer from 
ou, I yet take an infinite Pleaſure to 
— - and likewiſe to aſſure you of 
Ny Readineſs to ſerve you; whenever any 
mei Mecaſion - preſents its ſelf. Within three 
n tW{Weeks I hope tokake my fare wel of Rome; 
ſpachand if T can meet with the Comyance 
hat Veſſel, to fail dire#ly for Marſeilles, yon 
laubſchat are ſo well acquainted with the Winds, 
ſouff you have any Command over them, be 
% kind as to lock them up all but one or 
retiſſtwo, that will ſend me Hemewards, As 
haiſſor them, there is no great Danger, ſhould 
ey ſtorm and bluſter à little. I don't 
ban : Care 
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care a Farthing for a little toſſing of ii th 
Sea, provided l make the more Speed; di 
J long exceedingly to be at His, and 

ticularly to kiſs your Hands there. I am 


Rome, Nov. 15, Tow moſt bumble Ser n th 


1638, 


Fd 


Sg 


To Mademoiſelle de RAMBO 
„ ILLET.” II. 


LETTER XCVI. 


MA DAM, 1 Im 
VI Y Lady, your Mother, muſt excuiſ 
VI me, but never any Thing was the 
tireſome to me, as Rome. Not a Day pu 
ſes, but I ſee ſomething that is wondertulff 
Mafter-pieces of the greateſt Artiſts that 
Er s i 2222 is an ev 
ſting Spring; Buildings that are not 
be — in the World; and Ruins 
more beautiful than they: But all thi 
that I tell you, hath no Power to dive 
me; and at the ſame Time that I ſee er 
I wiſh my ſelf far from em. The moſt e 
cellent Paintings, Sculptures, and Portraf 
tures of Apelles, Praxiteles, and Papardelle,ha 
no Charms for me. I ſhould be amaz'd 4 
t 
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ill chis, were I not ſenſible of the Cauſe, and 
aid not well know, that à Perfon who has 


im never be eaſy when he did ft enjoy it: 
por to tell you the Truth, Madam, I have 
the ſame Senſe of you, as of Health; I ne- 
ver ſo well know your Value, as when [ 
have loſt yon; and although, when I am 
near you, I manage not always ſo well as to 
maintain my felt well with you; yet from 
O Uthe Moment that TI behold you no more, 
II ſeek you with a thonſand Wiſhes. I call 
Ito Mind that you are the moſt precious of 
worldly Things; and I find, by Experience, 
Achat all the Delights of the Earth are 
Parſh and diſagreeable without you. I had 
Snore Pleature- ſome Time ago in two or 
Wirce Turns of the Ruel With you, than I 
ave had fince in ſeeing all the Country- 
feats of Rome, or that I ſhould have to ſee 
She Capitol, tho in all its ancient Splen- 
Nor, with even Jupiter Capitolmus there in 


not us is no Raillery, and that T am really 
1s ill as I expreſs it, tis but eight Days 
U th ace, that walking in the Morning with 
divahe Chevalier de Jars, I had fallen all a- 


Wong, if he had not receivd me in his Arms; 
oft end the next Evening I ſwoon'd once more 
ortraſm the Apartment of the Marſhal de Fftree's. 
ehawthe Phyſicans ſay, that thoſeare melan - 


az d-Sholy Vapours, and that theſe Accidents 
q 


ATC 


deen accuſtonr'd to the Sight of you, could 


terlon': But that you may know that 


6 9 * A eo anand EIT r — W bt nd — 
_ . == ne 7 — — _ Fe 
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are not to be neglected. As for me, ſind 
this has taken me two Days ſucceſlivel 
and that I was threaten d with ſomethin 
worſe, I have neither been ſtupid nor 17 
ſenſible, but have taken ſome Antimon 
which Monſieur Nerli gave me. This hi 
done me ſome Good, and I'll bring fa 
Doſes with me, which I'll perſwade th 
Dutcheſs d Aiguillon to take; for there 
no Volatile Salt which can have ſo gat 
Effect: And this we muſt be contented wi 
till he that hath given me it, ſhall fink 
the Receipt of the Aurum Potabile ; whit 
Secret, as he ſays, he ſhall attain to inf 
Year at leaſt. I hope to leave this PA 
in a Week; you wall be amaz d that I oj 
continue ſo long in a Place whicli I w 
you ] have been fo tir d with; but 1 hath 
5 kept here till now, by ſome 'Thanke 
which I will acquaint you with, and wh 
I have not yet been able to difpatch ; W 
1-aſfurxe you once more, that I never in x 

Life was fo uneaſy and ſo impatient to 
you. 1 humbly brd e ta do me f 
Honour to believe me, and to be aflu 
that I am much more than I can here 

„ OTE - ran7 4 45-57-4441 

Rome, Now. 25. 1638. . 


* 


* 
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re br he ly patty wir ae whats why hy 
"mn | SET 
x To the Lord Biſbop of L1SIEUX. 
NON ; | 
fol LETTER XCVII 

e 1 8 
dere My Lo Rp, 


Wii you the Letter herein inclos d, and re- 
[1 Mern'd you my Thanks by Word of Mouth, 
wiler the Favour you were pleasd to do me, 
o un recommending me to the Perſon who 
nds it you: And indeed, having been but 
Wittle amended at Rome, I had a mighty 
Mind to fee whether I ſhould be more im- 
arov d at Liſeux, and whether you would 
Seach me how to make my ſelf worthy of 
the Pardons I have receivd from the Pope. 
1 his Journey I believe would be of more 
rin Wle to me, than that which I have lately 


it to niſn'd; for really, my Lord, I never ſee 
me Mou, without being the better for it ſome 
aſſuays together; and every Time I come 

ar you, I find my good Angel aſſumes 


ich more Boldnefs. I have long thought, 
2 will make Uſe of no other Means in or- 


. Te 
, — 


_ ple; and, that if he ſends a Voice from 
V or. I. P Heaven 
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F Would willingly my felf have brought 


gew Strength, and leads me by the Hand 
Hat if ever God vouchſafes to convert me, 


er to do it, than your Diſcourſe and Ex- 


— .... ˙ i ²˙ m ⁰TäN ˙ w —⁰ůgp —ñ— 2 — — 
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cate it to me by your Mouth. I can't H 


on for ſo hoh a Perſon: At leaſt, you cat 


Part of my Heart is found; tho I lf 


winning more and more of it, and, withiß 


OO —ͤ— — — — 
— — ——_ . — — 


314 Monſſeur VorTuRE's Letters 
Heaven to reclaim me, he will comme 


thinking, that the Deſire I have to ſen 
you, does, in ſome fort, ſanctify me 
ready; and I cannot be very prophailf 
whilſt I have ſo much Reſpect and Affe, 


me to have one reaſonable Pajhon amay 
ſo many other unreaſonable ones; and 
me be ever fo irregular, I am ſure © 


S245 


» —— 


us d to beſtow it with very little Confidet 
tions, yet now I believe I have for ey 
ſecur d the Part you have of it, from 
Danger of being given or engag d elſewhait 
Your Share in it, my Lord, is ſo great, thi 
I hope it may one Day come to ſave all 


i 


— 


reſt ; and I don t deſpair of ſeeing it whalf 


yours e er long. You are every Momg 


very little while, you will have as much Po 
er im it, as all the reſt of the World beſid 
put together. I beg you would go on a 
gain it all, and you may rejoyce in . 
Acquiſition, as a Conqueſt made in an 
Fidel Country, from whence you are 
creed to expel Idolatry. I have ſome Haq 
that this will happen; for when I confi 
that you, who can very hardly be deceiy 
have given me ſo many Commendationg 
look upon all the Good you have ſad 
me, as a Prophecy, and L believe I fl 


it leſs, acquainted with your Merits than 
ce; and I ſaw nothing at Rome that 
yd me ſo much, as the Efteem they 


Mary Friend of yours; and I dare ſay, he 
that Love and Reſpect for your Vir- 
which all, who converſe with you, muſt 
in your behalf. He has commanded me 


an any Body, 


My LORD 


0 


t related to you. ly, my Lord, is not 


Je there for you. But Cardinal Barbe. 
particularly ſeem'd to be an extraor- 


tell you ſome Things from him, which 1 
rue till I have the Honour to ſee you, 
co aſſure you my ſelf, that I am more 


Tour, 8&0. 
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nation to ſerve. It ſeldom happens, | 


my Money, yet at the ſame Time 
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x 
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ted ett. l teh 


To Monſieur de LY oNnNE @ 
ROME. | 


LETTER XCVIIL 


n, 5 4 

T HO you have caus d me the moſt 

1 leſs Hours that I have had in all 
Travels, and have treated me at Nom 
worſt of any that I know of, yet aſſure 
felf, I have not ſeen any Man I fo li 
deſire to ſee again, or have a greater Il 


1 
He who ruins a Man, gains his Friend 
by it; you have had that good For, | 
with me; and your Genius hath in 
Things ſuch an Influence over mine, 
T have not been able to make my PA 
good any way; but tho you have gotiif 


11 


— — 9 _ 


*7atnre took a Journey to Rome-: There he ph 
svith Monſieur de Lyonne, and Joſt his Money, WM 
His Return to Pars, he wrote this Letter to Mon 
de Lyonne, who was ſtill at Rome. Voiture was al 
fonate Lover of Gaming, and play'd High; hal 
not been forthat Vice, he had dy'd as rich as Chapel 
the beſt provided for, and yet the pooreſt of all 
Wits of his Age. | 


* a — 
\ 
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we won my Heart, and made your ſelfs 


281 laſter of my Affections. And if I am ſo 


yppy to have any Place in yours, tha 


E Nin takes away the Senſe of all my Loſſes, 
Wd makes me think my ſelf the Gainer in 


Phat hath paſt between us. Your Acquain- 
Wnce, tho it has coſt me extreamly dear, 
et have Pnot paid the Worth ont, and I 


Mould not ſtick to give as much, to find 


Ich a Companion at Paris. This granted, 


oo. you may be aflurd 1 ſhall do any 
11 ing that may ſecure an Honour that I 
deem ſo extreamly, and that I ſhall not 
"— fily loſe a Friend I have purchas'd at fo 


2 the Buſineſs that you writ to me about, 
'« 8" ſhall be as obſervant to you in all your 


ran and Aﬀection 


Sir, 


Wear a Rate. I have fulfill d your Deſires 


her Commands, for I am. with Sincere- 


Tour bumble Servant, Kc. 
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To the Lord Cardinal de la 
"SNARE TK 


LET IIa FOX 


My LORD, 
F you remember the Love I us d tc h 
for Rinaldo and Rogero, you wcnid = 
at all doubt cf my having as great a 
now for you, ſir ce in only a Doublet 5 
do all that they did in enchanted Arma 
Had you been a Fairy, you could not 
run into Danger more boldly than ycu 
done: You have puſh'd Valour to its 
theſt Limits, and carry'd it to the great 
Height that it can poſſibly be rais'd to, ei 
by thoſe who have no other Virtue beſſi 
their Bravery. I own, my Lord, it i 
War had been ended by this laſt Ac 
which you had the principal Hand in, a 
if nothing remain d for you to do now, butf 
come Home in Triumph, I ſhould take 
vaſt deal of Delight in the Praiſes which 
here given you, and ſhould fit down 
write your Hiſtory, with a great deal 
Calmneſs and Pleaſure : But when I ref 
that more Occaſions are likely wi 
where 


wherein you may run the ſame Hazards, 


ee Story, I can't enjoy, without ſome Un- 
Leaſineſs, the Glory you have gain d in the 


Office of loading you with Elegiums, to 


; you as I have, and who do not ſtand. {6 
much in need of you, as Ido. For my part, 


* beſecch you, my Lord, to be more careful 
Jof the moſt illuſtrious Perſon of the Age, 


and not to be ſo fond of Valour, as to do 


F Wrong to Juſtice, which forbids you to be 
d free in venturing the Happineſs of ſo 
many People, and commands you to be 
ny cautions how you riſque a Life where- 


and which is of more Concern to France, 
than all the Countries you defend. I am, 


My 


 # Þ To 
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and not being ſure what may be the End of. 


World; and the Fear of Futurity will not. 
utter me to be heartily joyful at what now 
Requires it. For this Reaſon, I leave the 
i thoſe who have not fo much Aﬀection for 


F all I can do at preſent, is moſt humbly to 


many worthy Perſons have an Intereſt, 


Tour, Ke. 


320 Monſieur VolTURE's Letters. 


F 


SS e SS N 


To the Lori 
irrt 


aan, | f 
Her you left Paris, even upon an] 
LI agreeable Occaſion, either for Plea- 
| ſare or Glory, I believe I ſhould have been 
ſorry even y + that, and in this one Point} 
oppos d your Intereſt; but your Abſence 
— ſo unlucky a Caule as it has, I 
may ſay, nothing could have 1 d 
to afflict me more, and Fortune could have 
done 2 (in my Eyes) more unjuſt and 
I 8 : 


hard to be Since this Accident 
has diſturbd the Pleaſure of every Body 
here, and given Uneaſineſs to ſo many 

People, who are leſs oblig d to you than 1 
am, I dare 72 my Lord, yon would not 
in the leaſt have ſcrupled to believe that 


I am inexpreſſibly griev d at it, tho I had 
not writ to you, to inform you of it. How- 
ever, I thought it my Duty to give you 
this Proof of it; and I fancy'd I ſhould 
receive ſome Conſolation from aſſuring 
you, that there 1s no Body on Earth, who 
15 


J. 
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F is fo much concern'd at every Thing that: 


| "lates to you, or is more ſincerely than I, 


My Lord, | 


LF, FEDNES YG £878 FDI 2 
To Man ſieur ww * - - - - = - 
LETTER CL. 


SIR, \ 


122 yon had aancd 3 Couranto the 
leſs, and ſent me a Letter, or employ d 


the Time wherein you may dance a Bou- 
tade in writing to me. We are told here, 


that in one ſingle Ball you danc d it thirty 
Times: This is heavy dancing for a great 
| Mareſchal de Camp, who ought to give 
ſome Proof of his remembering thoſe whom 
he left behind at Paris. If you go on at 
this Rate, I declare Ill have no more to 


do with. you, nor take any more Care of 
your Affairs; for I think the Ladies of 


| Lorain will be more obligd to reward 


you, than our Court-Ladies. I don't know, 


Sir, what you ma fancy, nor what Ad- 
vantage you may have in't; but, for cnc 
Part, I think your Dancing cant be much 
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in Tune at Metz; and I dare ſwear you 


have no Ladies there, more handſome not 
lovely than three or four here, who talk 
of you ſometimes, and who are a little af. 
fronted at your being ſo merry in their 
Abſence : But if you are grown ſuch a 
mighty Dancer, that yon can't forbear, at 


leait they defire you not to dance the} 
Boutade any more, but to chuſe ſome graver 
Dance; ſuch as the Brawls, or the Pavane.| 


I thought my ſelf oblig d, Sir, to give you 
this Advice; you may make what Uſe of 


it you pleaſe; for my Part, I ſhall be al- 


ways, 


Tour, &c. 


F 


To Mademoiſele de RAu BO UIILEr. 


LETTER CIE 


Madan, 


Tz E raifing of the Siege of Turin, was 
the moſt agreeable News I ever heard 
in my Life. Yet I could not help being a 


little ſorry, that it deprivd me of an Op- 
portunity to give my Lord Cardinal de la 


Valette a Proof of the ſincere Affection 1 


have for him; for I had made a Reſolu- 


tion 


r —_— wt. © wp, Las ww — — 2 —— 
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tion to get into the City, and carry him 
nor ſome Refreſhments, together with your 


talk Meſſage. Count Guic he, to whom I boaſted 
af. of this Project, told me, that they gene- 
heir rally hang thoſe whom they catch in ſuch 
ch al Deſigns; bat this did not at all deter me; 
- atf for having had ſome Reaſons from Madam 
the] de la Irmozille, with which I might com- 
aver] fort myſelf up, in Caſe I were broken 

ane. upon the, Wheel in Italy, I did not much 
vou] mind ſo ſmall a Matter as being hang d. 
e off But it had been comical], if the Cardinal 
> al- from the Walls, ſhould have happend to 
| ſpy me upon the Ladder. In ſober Sad- 
neſs, when one is abſent from you, a Man 
would be hang'd for a Groat, and one feels 
ſo great a Weight lying upon one's Sto- 
mach, that I don't know but 'twould be 

better to be put out of one's Pain at once. 
ET. Tis impoſſible for vou, Madam, to con- 
ceive the Nature of this Diſtemper, be- 
cauſe you were never abſent from your 

ſelf, nor ever knew the Aﬀi@ion it gives, l 

to be ſeparated from the moſt amiable Per- 

F fon in the World. But, if you will, III j 

was | tell you how it is: The firft Day one 1s 

| 


ard quite faſt aſleep; the ſecond, one is only 
ga] in a Sort of a Doſe; the third, one is as it 
Op- were ftupify'd, and when one's Senſes be- 
e la gin to return, one ſighs, and fighs, fo pi- 
n II tifnlly, that. tis enough to cleave any Bo- 
u- dy's Heart to hear it. Don't be afraid of 
ion! — this 


— 
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this Letter's being open d, for the Poſts ds 
now travel in Security: But, in Caſe it i 
ſurpris d, I declare to Prince Thomas, to the 
Marqueſs of Leganez, and to all thoſe t 
whom theſe Preſents ſhall come, thatf 
there's no Heed to be given to me, that If 
am in Jeſt all the while, in whatever 
ſay, and that I generally do write thug} 
in an extravagant Manner. They may 
believe as much of this as they pleaſe; 
but this is undoubtedly true, that I am, 
beyond any Thing I can ſay, 


Madam, 


Grenoble. L | Ter, 

EET ELEC EL EET. 
To the Princeſs. 

LETTER CW. 


MADAN, 
LY7 ERE I not nail'd to Paris fo faſt, 
- that I don't know how to ſtir from 
it, nothing ſhould have hinder'd me tof 
Day, from being at Poiſſy ; for whatever 
may have ſaid of another Princeſs, there 
is none in the World I ſee with ſo much 
Pleaſure, as I do your Highneſs, But as 
you 


0 
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you know, Madam, that one Pellet drives 
out another, the Paſſion I have for you, is 
forc'd to give Way to a new one which is 
of come upon me, and which, if it is not 
| ſtronger, is at leaſt more prefling at pre- 
at If font. I don't know whether you will un-- 
er I} derſtand this Anigmatical Way of Expreſ- 
hug} ſion; but I aſſure you, I have a funda- 
may mental Reaſon not to ſtir from hence, but 
ales} I dare not reſt too much upon it, nor ex- 
am plain myſelf farther to qo I deliberated 
a long Time with my ſelf, whether I ſhould 
go or no, and there was a great Diſpute 
between my Heart and another Part which 
I don't Name: But, in ſhort, Madam, 1 
&*& muſt own to you, that that which ought 
to have been undermoſt, got the upper 
Hand of it, and I preferr'd that before every 
Thing elſe, which naturally a to have 
been behind. Yet I ſwear, in the Poſture my 
Affairs are in, 'twas impoſſible for me to 
do otherwiſe ; and you yourſelf, who are 
the moſt prudent Perſon in the World, and 
do nothing without Order, muſt have done 
as I did, if you had been in my Condition. 
faſt} I pray God, Madam, you never may; for 
in the Condition I am in, there is no Place 
at all but what is irkſome to me; and be I 

where I will, I am, as it were, upon 
| Thorns: I can't walk; I am very uneaſy 
much} on Horſeback ; a Coach is too violent for 
1 


- 
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me, and even Monſieur de Sous-carriere g 


Chairs are troubleſome to me. I am, 


| Madam, | 
Paris, Auguit 5, 


1639. Tour, Kc. 


TN IEICE EE IE I-41 | 


To Monſieur CHAPELAIN. 
LETTER CSV: 
1 wa | 


T HIS comes to tell you, that I ſhall 
1 puncvally put your Orders in FExecu- 


tion. Whether tis for your own, or M 


de Balxac's Sake, that I do it. the Duce 


take me if I know, nor, indee(. do I thinks 


J ſhall be able to refolve the Queſtion, 


tho I ſtudy d it twenty four Hours by the 
Clock. The Authority that both of you 
have over me, is ſo equal divided, that 


if, at the ſame Time, one of you ſhould 
command me to eat, and the other to drink 
in my Conſcience I ſhovid be ftarv'd, at 
leaſt, according to the nice Notion of our 
Philoſophers; for I ſhould never find any 
Reaſon to comply with the one more than 
the other: But as my good Stars order it; 


you agree ſo well in your Sentiments, that] 


you 


by Ak nd td. .- 
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res} you will never impoſe any contrary Com- 
'F mands upon me; and your Intereſts are ſo 
| mutually interwoven, that when ever I ſa- 
'F tisfy one of you, I cannot fail of ſatisfying 
the other, I am, wa 

- wal SIR, 

I Ang. 10. 

1539. Tour humble Servant. 


f | 4 
| * N τ⏑ KN 


To Mademoiſelle * * * * 
Ein CY... 


| M ADA M, | 
1s not worth the leaſt Line of that in 
which you command it; but yon, who 
were Yeſterday fo devout, do you make 
no Scruple to write ſuch Things in the Ho- 
ly-week, and do you not apprehend the 
Conſequence of em, and what Effect they 
may have? I had ſet my Conſcience at 
| reſt, and for that Reaſon had reſolv'd ne- 
ver to ice you more. But your Letter has 
given ne a new Diſorder; and, as well as 


fand Livres. I could not have thought 


PEE Letter which you deſird to ſee, 


| another, I have ſuffer d myſelf to be over- 
come by your Pearls, and your four thou- 


that you would ever have made uſe of 
ſuch 
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ſuch Means to regain a Lover, or that theſe 
Sort of Things could have had any Power 
over me; and I aſſure you, tis the firſt 
Time that I have let myſelf be dazzled 
with Riches: So, to tell you the Truth, 
the Pearls were never ſo well ſet as they 
are in your Letter; and your four thow 
ſand Livres, as you have managd em 
are worth more than three hundred thou 
ſand: You are an incomprehenſible Per 
ſon, and I cannot ſuihciently admire how; 
without reading Herodotus, and making 
uſe of the Saturnalia, you can write ſuch# 
delicate Letters; as for me, Madam, I be 
gin to imagine that you have deceiv'd us; 
I believe you are acquainted with the Source 
of Nilus, and that Spring from wheng 
you draw all theſe fine Things, which yd 
ſay, is much more ſecret and unknown 
In fine, whatſoever your Steward ſayy 
tis not the Marchioneſs de Sable who is thi 
fineſt Perſon in the World; you hay 

more Charms in a Corner of an Eye, thay 
there is in all the reſt of the Earth; nal 
have all the Charms of Magick, a Poweh 
comparable to thoſe you write. 4 
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eſe 
ver 5 * 
rſt SEEESE ARSE ESTR ESTER EERSTRELAS 
led * * N 
To Madam e # 
LETTER CVT. 
Mapan, 


VO U have good Reafon to make ny 
i of me, and I own I amaſham'd to find, 
chat after having made ſo much Boaſting, 
l muſt at laſt beforc'd to ſhew my Weakneſs. 
As far as I ſee, Madam, let me be where 
ure 1 will, I can never be far from you; I car- 
ry you always about me in my Heart; and 
vou have me as ſure when I am at my own 
Lodgings, as when I am in your Coach. 
But, if we conſider this Matter thoroughly, 
vou neither ought to have any Glory upon 
Hits Account, nor I any Shame; for ſince 
Its all done by Sorcery and Enchantment, 
there's no Room for you to boaſt, nor me 
Sto be reproach d and upbraided. It muſt 
Ide done fo; for if there were not ſome- 
hing ſuper-natural in it, how could it 
Mappen, that, knowing your Artifices ſo 
Prell as I do, I ſhould make no better a 
Defence againſt them; and that the moſt 
Wulucky, ungrateful Creature upon Earth, 
Should to me ſeem the moſt amiable. Be 
Fatisfy'd, I beſeech you, Madam, with the 

| Miſchiefs 


- 
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Miſchiefs you have done me; break the 
Charm you have laid upon me; or, if you 
are not willing I ſhould be curd, at leaſt, 
ſince nothing is impoſſible to you, ſo order 
it, that I may believe you love me, and I 
ſhall then endure with Chearfulneſs all the 
Misftortunes you ſhall pleaſe to inflict upon 
me. I am, + 


Madam, 


— ——— — — — —— — .— 


Tour, &c. | 
eee eee 
To the Marchioneſs de SABLE || 


LETTER OVIL. 


FP HO Monſieur Meſnardiere's Letters arg 

1 very gallant, yet Mademoiſelle & 
Chalais and myſelf don't know how to bt 
ſatisfyd with receiving only that one i 
this Journey, ſince that too inform'd us of 
nothing but your having caught a dreadful 
Cold. But 'tis a ſtrange Thing, that 

| Who have {9 often been angry with you i 
being too tender and fearful in what conf 
cern d your Health, ſhould now grow i 


—> 


he | 
ou 
aft, 
der 
d 11 
the 
don 


Fo 
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be of the ſame Temper as to what regards 


you ; and that your having a Cold, ſhould 


be a greater Torment to me, than if I my 


ſelf had a continual Fever upon me. But 
indeed I am now fo much intereſted in your 
Health, that I have good Reaſon to be un- 
ealy for it, ſince thereon depends ycur 


Journey, and upon your Journey, all my 


Repoſe and Satistaction; for I aſſure you, 
Madam, I am reſolvd to have none, if you 


don't come; fo that I ſhall this Winter be 


the happieſt or un happieſt of all Mankind, 
accordiug to the Reſolution you take. Nay, 
you yourſelf too would have your Share in 
the Pleaſure you give us; for you would 


undoubtedly have more Diveiſſon here 


than where you are, and be more gay, an 
conſcquently better in Health. But till 


you can come, how kind I {ſhould think 


yeu, if you would but ſend Mademoiſelle 
— and Mademoiſelle — before you, 


that in the mean Time I might have ſome 
zF Eody to talk of you to, and fo deceive my 


Impatience, by giving it that Satisfaction 


0 


—— — a — —k —ṹAĩ— 


— — 6 2 


— — N 


This is a great Piece of Aſſurance, Ma- 


dam, to ſeratch out four Lines together, 


when one writes to a Marchioneſs; but 


you know better than any Body how ne- 


Cceſſary 
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nothing from your Friend; the 


from her 3 he is 
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cefſary 4 Thing it is in human Society, to 
have the Liberty of ſcratching out. I dont 

write to ——, for I am vexd at her not 


baving written to me all the laſt Journey. ] 


I {end a Parcel of Top-knots, which I hum 
bly beg yon to tranfmit into the Hands of 


*her Confident. She may make what Uſe 


of them ſhe ſhall think moſt proper, and 
keep them for herſelf, if ſhe believes ſhe: 


cannot preſent them to, without be- 


ing ſuſpected by the Mother. Yet I deſire 
ſhe would pick out the handſomeft of them, 
and preſent them to yon as from herſelf; 
I would fay from me, if I durſt, and if 1 
did not know that you never take the leaſt: 


Pleaſure in having any Thing given to you. 


uſe I re- 


I ſend them ſome Images too, | 
promis d 1 wonld. I tell yo 


member I 


ture is, I think, in a deplorable Condi- 
tion; her Huſband never ſtirs a Moment 
every Moment ſcolding at 
her, and ſo is her Mother. In ſnort, never 
was Woman marry ſo little, nor ſo much. 
Pray, Madam, come quickly, and ſee this: | 
Wonder. I am, ; 


| Tour Kc. 


r Crea—- 
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LD eee 


To Madam * * * * 
LETTER CVIIL 


 Mapan, Mg 
THO Ican never hope to acquit my 
| ſelf of the Obligation I lie under 2d 
you for your Cavilities, yet I ſhould be for- 
ry to be leſs obligd to you; and tho 1 
know myſelf unworthy the Honours you 


| Heap upon me, they nevertheleſs give me 


inexpreſſible Pleaſure; if 1 knew nothing 


more of you than your Quality and Birth, _ 
I ſhould think my If very much honoard © 
in having receivd Letters from you, and 
been favonrd with your Commands. But 
Fortune having fo order'd it, I can't tell 


by what Means, that being at a great Di- 


ſtance from you, I nevertheleſs know you 


as particularly as thoſe who are moſt near 
you. I own, Madam, it gives me an in- 
conceivable Satisfaction, not to ſay Vani- 


I ty, to have receiv'd ſo much Kindneſs from 


one whom I long ago thought the moſt 


accompliſh'd 7 this Age can, boaſt of, 
and in whom all the Qualifications that 


| can create Affection and Efteem, are aſ- 


T 


ſembled together. But tho I had * 
5 5 
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0 little of the World, as never to have 6 
heard this talk'd of, yet I can judge by 7 
your Letters, that there is nothing in 


France that can equal your Affability and 


Wit; and the beautiful and obliging Words 
which you do me the Honour to write to 


me, would certainly make me imagine 
ſomething extraordinary of you. They 


are really ſuch Words, Madam, as would 
have touch d me extreamly, let them come 
from whom they would; but the Perſon 
who ſends them, makes them much more 
conſiderable in my Eye; and the Hand 
that writ them, gives them a Force and 
Virtue they could never have had elſe- 
where. If after this, I ſerve A— with 
my utmoſt Diligence and Intereſt, "twill þ 
be no great Wonder; your Perſwaſions are 
ſuch, that it would be impoſſible not to do 
it, and you have left me no Room to have 
any Merit in doing it. I could wiſh, Ma- 
dam, that inſtead of recommending to me 
a Perſon for whom I have already a very 
great Eſteem, you had commanded me to 
90 ſomething very difficult, and for which 
I might have had ſome little Repugnance; 
that you might, in ſome Meaſure, have 
| known the Power you have over me, and 
been ſenſible, that it is not either the Fa- 
ours you have loaded me with, or the 
Manor of writing, by which you ſo eaſily | 
gain the Hearts of all who read your Let- } 
ters, | 
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ters, that make me obey you; but that 
tis the ReſpeAT have for the many won- 
F Jerful Qualities you poſſeſs, and Zeal with 
# which I am, Madam, Tour, &c. 


F 


To Mademoiſelle de RAMBOUILLET. . 


Madam, By 


now that we ſhall travel more gently, and 


are juſt gong to, take Water upon the 
# Rboſne, I thal 

ing of you; and I am miſtaken if I ſhan't 
arrive at Avignon the moſt paſſionate Man 
in the World. As for you, Madam, who 


do my Duty better in think- 


travel 


ERE it not for my Waggon, I 
| ſhould be wonderfully affhcted at 
"=" | the Loſs of your Company, and ſhould 
11 have thought of nothing beſides yourſelf, 
for, to tell you the Truth, I was never in 
my Life fo unwilling to leave you. But 
4 you can't imagine, Madam, what an ex- 
| cellent Remedy a Waggon is againſt an ex- 
traordinary Paſhon ; ſometimes a Horſe 
# founders, then a Wheel breaks; ſometimes 
4 we ſtick faſt all Night in the midſt of a 
Bogg; and tis really as much as one can 
do to think of one's beſt Friends twice or 
3'Þ thrice a Day, in theſe plagwy Vehicles. But 


* 
3 
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the Honour to think of me ſometimes , at 


am ſure, it you could conceive it, you 
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travel no farther than from your . Tonſe to 


Fauxbourg St. Ge: main, and are not oblig d 
to hobble thro' ſuch ill Ways as I am, 
you are not excuſable, if you don't do me 


leaſt, I know you are more oblig'd to do 
it than ever; and if I don't think of you 
very often, when I do, tis with ſuch a 
good Will, and in ſuch a Manner, that I 


would be ſatisfy'd with me; and beſides 
how do you know but I do think of Fou | 
very often, and talk thus, only becauſe I 
dare not tell all my Sentiments? In thy 
Doubt, I beg yon, Madam, to believe what 
Monſieur Amand ſhall tell you about me 
for I have appointed him to let you knox 

my Intentions, and do me the Favour te 
think me, Madam, >: « 
Lyons, Feb. 23. 1642. Fur, & 
The Reſolution which my Lord Cardit 
nal had form d, to go by Water on thi 
Rhaſue, is alter d; becauſe, as he was walki 
ing upon the Port the Day before Yeſter 
day, he ſaw a Boat full of Soldiers like ti 
periſh, and there were ſome of them | 
mad as to fling themſelves into the Water 
and ſo were drown'd : Now, his Eminend 
don't care for drowning, becauſe it woull 
retard the Deſign he has upon Rouſfllon. 
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